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PREFACE, 



It is generally admitted that onr orthography is more oompli- 
oated than that of any other language. Various attempts have 
been made by different individuals to umplify it. The author 
of this Treatise, however, proposes not only to simplify it, but 
to perfect it by the appropriation of a letter to every elementary 
sound, and by the introduction of Ume^tnarka for the various 
modifications of the voice, — the only means by whieh p^ection 
in this branch can be attained in any language. The appropria- 
tion of a letter to every elementary sound is not only the true 
means by which perfection in the orthography of any language 
can be reached, but it is the only way in which pronunciation 
can be rendered at once uniform, simple, and easy of acquisition* 
Until this method shall have been adopted, words must be 
spelled one way and pronounced another— indeed, two languages 
must be learned instead of one.* And the tone-marks are as 
necessary to the correct reading of an author's language, as is the 
appropriation of a letter to every elementary sound in the ortho- 
graphy, and in the pronunciation of words. 

The Author feels confident that no one who peruses this Trea- 
tise understandingly, will desire to cling any longer to the old 
system of orthography, unless he prefers chaos to order, — discord 
to harmony, — darkness to light. Hence, he sends forth his 
Alphabet to the world with the most sanguine expectation that it 
will meet the entire apprftation of the public, and be speedily 
adopted. 

Andrew Oomstock, 

No. 100, Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
February 26, 1846. 

* See Comstock's System of Elocution, page 19. 

(iii) 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The first edition of this work was published in 1846 ; and tfie 
second having been repeatedly called for, it has been prepared 
for publication with great care. The first edition has agitated the 
literary world so thoroughly upon the subject of phonetics, that 
several individuals have constructed alphabets which they have 
altered, in their various attempts at improvement, so frequently, 
that the public has received, in truth, many different alphabets 
from the same contriver I 

So much has been said in favor of the different phonetic alpha* 
bets that many persons have not been able to decide for themselves 
which alphabet is really preferable ; and that each individual who 
feels an interest in this subject may be able to decide this im- 
portant question for himself, the three alphabets now in use are 
here contrasted. By examining this contrast, and the Remarks 
accompanying it, every one who wishes clear information on this 
vital question will gain all that he desires. The author believes 
the whole book to be worthy of a careful examination ; and he 
promises the reader the information necessary to enable him to 
decide which of the three alphabets should now be adopted. 

The author acknowledges the favor of having received the type 
of Pitman's Alphabet from Mr. A. J. Graham of New York, and 
that of the Cincinnati Alphabet from Mr. R. P. Prosser of Cincin- 
nati ; for which these gentiemen will please to accept his sincere 
thanks. 

• Andrew Comstock, 

No. 102, Arch Street, Philadelphia. 
June 14, 1855. 

(iv) 



Digitized 



by Google 



PHONOLOGY. 



PHONOLoaT and Phonetics are words of similar origin 
and import : both designate the doctrine or science of 
the elementary sounds of language. 

The faculty of speech is exercised by the human race 
in the use of a geat variety of languages ; and, although 
the words employed are numerous, the elementary sounds 
are few. Jn all the European languages there are but 
about fifty elementary sounds, and in the English lan- 
guage alone there are but thtrty-eight.* These sounds 
are represented by a set of graphic characters or signs, 
which is called 

AN ALPHABET. 

The alphabetic mode of representing language ob- 
tained at an early period. The credit of the invention 

* In all the Author's works, in which his alphabet is introduced, 
the number of elementary sounds in the Engh'sh language is repre- 
sented as thhiy-eight. This, however, is not strictly true : there 
are but thirty-seven elementary sounds — the sound of u as in tvbe 
being a compound of the sound of i as in in and that of w as in loo. 
The reason why the letter (XJ) is placed among the simple letters 
is,^r^^ — because the alphabet is rendered more symmetrical by 
having all the letters of a class grouped together; and, second — 
this arrangement of the Us (which has also been adopted in rela- 
tion to the other vowels) has been found to be the most convenient 
for practical purposes, as every one knows who is familiar with 
the Author's System of Vocal Gymnastics. See the alphabet on 
page 16. 

1* (5) 
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6 PHONOLOGY. 

has been claimed by the Egyptians, the Phoenicians, 
and the Jews. Pliny informs us that sixteen letters 
were introduced into Greece by Cadmus, the Phoenician, 
who was contemporary with Moses. Four more letters 
were added to the alphabet by Palamedes, at the time 
of the Trojan war, and four afterwards by Simonides. 
The Raman alphabet is a modification of the Greek 
alphabet. 

The nations of Europe received their literature chiefly 
from the Greeks and Romans ; and they print, for popu- 
lar use, only in the Roman characters. These characters 
are better adapted to the language for which they were 
originally intended than to the English. The Roman 
alphabet, however, was never phonetic even in the Latin 
language ; and, as now employed in the Engliish, it is 
still less phonetic. 

An alphabet to be truly phonetic should not only have 
a letter appropriated to every articulate sound, but tone-* 
mark% to represent the various modifications of the voice 
in reading and speaking. These modifications are accent^ 
inflection^ intonation^ modulation^ force^ and time. 

The Roman alphabet, therefore, as used in the English 
language, is by no means perfect ; not only because it 
is destitute of tone-marks, but because it does not con- 
tain as many letters as there are elementary sounds, and 
because the same letters are not only often employed to 
represent difierent sounds, but difierent letters to repre- 
sent the same sound, as is illustrated in the following 
scheme : — 
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A TABLE 

Shomng the Sounds which the Letters of the Roman Air 

phabet severally represent in the English Language. 



A has 8 sounds : 

1. a, as in ale. 

2. a, as in arm. 
8. a, as in all. 

4. a, as in an. 

5. a, as in any. 

6. a, as in image. 

7. a, as in what. 

8. a, as in dare. 

B has 1 sound: 
1. by as in (ow. 

C hcLs 4 sounds : 

1. Cy as in <»p. 

2. ty as in cent. 

3. (;, as in suffic^e. 

4. <?, as in ocean.^ 

D has 3 sounds : 

1. (2, as in (2aj. 

2. dy as in hopped^ 
8. dy as in grandeur. 

E has 5 sounds: 

1. e, as in eve. 

2. e, as in end. 
8. e, as in her. 

4. e, as in parenthesis. 
6. Sy as in there. 



F has 2 sounds : 

1. /, as in /ame. 

2. /, as in o/. 

G has 2 ^ouncfo; 

1. ^, as in ^ay. 

2. (^y as in (^em. 

H Aa« 1 sound: 

1. A, as in Aut. 

There are, howeTer, as 
many varieties of the sound 
of h as there are yowel 
sounds in the language : h 
always partakes of the na- 
ture of the vowel that fol* 
lows it. 

I has 5 sounds: 

1. 2, as in 2sle. 

2. iy as in tn. 
8. 2, as in str. 

4. iy as in ah'en. 

5. ^ as in reservour. 

3 has 8 sounds: ' 

1. y, as in jug. 

2. jy as in halleli^ah. 

3. y, as in ac(/ective. 
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8 PH 

Khas 1 Bound: 
1. ky as in Mte. 

L has 1 Bound : 
1. 2, as in Zight. 

M haB 1 Bound: 
1. 971, as in mind. 

N has 2 Bounds: 

1. n, as in no. 

2. n> as in ink. 



has 10 

1. Oy as in 

2. 0, as in 
8. 0, as in 

4. 0, as in 

5. 0, as in 

6. Of as in 
Oy as in 
Oy as in 
Oy as in 



7. 
8. 
9. 
10. Oy as in 



sounds : 

old. 

lose. 

on. 

nor. 

women., 

son. 

wolf. 

compt. 

one. 

reservoir. 



P has 1 sound: 
1. py as in pit. 

Q has 1 sound: 
1. qy as in gnill. 

B Aa« 1 «oun(2 : 
1. r, as in roll. 



ONOLOOY, 

8 has ^ sounds : 

1. By as in «in. 

2. «, as in is. 

3. «, as in «ure. 

4. By as in treasure. 

T has 8 sounds: 

1. f, as in tin. 

2. i(, as in na^on. 
8. f , as in nature. 

U has 6 sounds: 

1. t^, as in tt^be. 

2. w, as in wp. 
8. t£, as in full. 

4. w, as in hurj. 

5. Uy as in bwsy. 

6. M, as in qwill. 

V has 1 sound: 
1. Vy as in wle. 

W has 1 sound: 
1. Wy as in tro. 

X has 6 sounds : 

1. ar, as in es^ercise. 

2. Xy as in ea^ist. 
8. Xy as in aadom. 

4. Xy as in eorcite. 

5. Xy as in Xenophon. 

6. Xy as in Aiar-la-cha- 
pelle. 
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T 7m9 5 %ound% : 

1. jfj as in yoke. 

2. y, as in Hyder. 
8. y, as in by. 

4. y, as in hymn. 



5. y, SB in satyr. 

Z has 2 sounds : 

1. z^ as in 2;one. 

2. 25, as in agnre.* 



Our language is thus hedged about "with difficulties 
which can hardly be overcome even by years of labori- 
ous study. The young student is obliged to waste much 
precious time in learning to spell and read our crooked 
words, and the adult foreigner is appalled by obstacles 
which seem to be insurmountable. Now, all these diffi- 
culties would be entirely removed by the adoption of a 
perfect alphabet — an alphabet which should represent 
hiXiffiB>ge phonetically. Numerous attempts have been 
made by different individuals to construct such an alpha- 
bet for the English language, as may be seen by the 
following historical sketch. 



HISTORY OF THE PHONETIC REFORM. 

Certainly as early 'as 1768, Dr. Feanklin not only 
advocated the phonetic representation of language, but 
he actuaUy constructed a phonetic alphabet. This al- 
phabet was published at London, 1779, in a quarto 
volume, entitled "Political, Miscellaneous, and Philo- 

♦ From a hasty glanoe at the preceding scheme, the reader 
might suppose that there are seoenty-eigM elementary sounds in 
the English language. This, however, is not the case : many of 
the sounds which are here represented by difTerent letters, are 
identical — ^there are but thirty^ght sounds in all. 
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10 PHONOLoar. 

Bophical Pieces. By Bbnj. Franklin, LL.D., F.R.S/* 
[See Franklin's Correspondence with Miss S., page 472 
of said work ; also on page 92 of this work.] 

In 1793, Dr. Wm. Thornton published, at Philadel- 
phia, a phonetic alphabet, in a work entitled '^Cadmus,'' 
for which he was awarded a fifty dollar gold medal by 
the American Philosophical Society. 

In 1798, Jambs EwiNa published, at Trenton, N. J., 
a phonetic alphabet. 

In 1808, Wm. Pelham published, at Boston, a nota- 
tion, in which he printed Johnson's ^^Basselas." 

In 1813, Thomas Embree published a phonetic al- 
phabet, in Philadelphia. 

In 1817, Joseph G. Chambers published a phonetic 
alphabet, in Philadelphia. 

In 1825, Abner Eneeland published, at PhillCdel- 
phia, a phonetic alphabet, in a work, entitled "The 
Anjerican Pronouncing Spelling Book, or sure Guide to 
the true Pronunciation of the English Language." 

In 1831, M. H. Barton published, at Harvard, 
Worcester co., Mass., a phonetic alphabet, in a monthly 
phonetic magazine, entitled "Something New." This 
magazine was published for one year, and then stopped 
for want of patronage. 

In 1836, N. Kash published, at Philadelphia, a pho- 
netic alphabet. 

In 1841, Rev. Wm. Beardsley published, at St. 
Louis, Mo., a phonetic alphabet, in a phonetic periodi- 
cal, entitled " The Literary Reformer." 

In 1843, Lieut. Richard Douglass published a pho- 
netic alphabet, in the city of Baltimore. 

In the same year (1843), Benjamin J. Antrim, of 
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PHONOLOGY. 11 

Philadelphia, published a phonetic alphabet, in a duo- 
decimo volume, which he entitled " Pantography." 

In February, 1846, Andrew Comstock, M.D., of 
Philadelphia, published a phonetic alphabet, in a work 
entitled "A Treatise on Phonology." This alphabet is 
in accordance with the analysis of the elementary sounds 
of the language, made by Dr. Comstbck, in 1831, and 
published in his Bhyihmieal Reader j in 1832, and, sub- 
sequently, in every edition of his System of Elocution. 
This alphabet not only has a letter for every elementary 
sound, but characters for accent, inflection, and intona- 
tion. Hence, unlike all the other alphabets here no- 
ticed, it is really what its name imports, — a phonetic 
alphabet. Dr. Comstock has published, in his phonetic 
characters. The New Testament^ The Phonetic Reader^ 
The Phonetic Speaker^ My Little Geography y and a num- 
ber of other works ; in addition to which, he published 
from 1846 to 1852, a monthly periodical, the title of 
which was, at first, Comstock* 9 Phonetic Magazine^ but 
afterward, Comstock' % Phonetic Telegraph. 

In 1848, John S. Pulsifbr, of Orwigsburg, Pa., pub- 
lished a phonetic alphabet, in a periodical, entitled 
« The Phonal Dep6t." 

In the same year (1848), John P. Hart, of New 
Haven, Gt., published a phonetic alphabet, in a pam- 
phlet, entitled "The World's English." 

But the most extraordinary maker of alphabets is 
Isaac Pitman, of Bath, England : he has made at least 
25 alphabets within the period of about 10 years ! or, 
rather, he has made 24 changes in his alphabet, which 
amounts to the same thing as 25 different alphabets. 
The last was made in November, 1854. Hence tile 
alphabet which he now employs (May 1, 1855), is but 
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9ix months old. Mr. Pitman has published a phonetic 
periodical ever since his first attempt to make a phonetic 
alphabet, and he has also published numerous other 
works in his phonetic characters, which, of course, the 
changes in his alphabet have rendered obsolete. Many 
of those whom Pitman once numbered among the warm- 
est advocates of his theory, have, in consequence of his 
continually changing his alphabet, lost all confidence in 
him, and, indeed, have; abandoned his phonotypy alto- 
gether. A clique of them in Cincinnati, about a year 
ago (Aprfl 19, 1854), published a new alphabet, con- 
structed mainly, however, of materials drawn from the 
ruins of Pitman's discarded alphabets ! This alphabet 
is called the Cincinnati Alphabet. We are not told 
who got it up ; but we are informed by Isaac Pitman, 
through the medium of his Journal, that Mr. Longley, 
Mr. Prosser, and Mr. Benn Pitman (who is a brother 
of Isaac, residing in Cincinnati), have made a vow that 
they will use it as it is for ten years ! But what they 
will do at the expiration of that period they do not 
inform us ! The Cincinnati Alphabet, as well as Pit- 
man's last, will be found on a subsequent page. 



A CLASSIFICATION OP THE ELEMENTARY 
SOUNDS OF THE LANGUAGE. 

The elementary sounds, as well as the letters by 
which they are represented, are usually divided into 
two classes, — Voweh and Consonants. A more philo- 
sophical division, however, is into three classes, — 
VowelSy Subvowels. and Aspirates. 
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PHONOLOGY. 18 

The Votvels are pure vocal sounds. Their number 
is fifteen. See foot note, page 5. 

The Suhvoweb have a vocality, but inferior to that 
of the vowels. Their number is fourteen. 

The Aspirates are mere whispers, and, consequently, 
have not that kind of sound which is called vocality. 
They are nine in number. 

A TABLE 

Of the Elementary Sounds of the English Language. 

15 YowsLS. 14 SuBTOwiLS. 9 Aspirates. 

&, as in ale. b, as in 5ow. p, as in pit. 

&, arm. d, (2ay. t, tin. 

&, all. g, ^ay. k, Mte. 

ft, an. V, rile. f, /ame. 

A, «ve. TH, THen. th, ..... *Ain. 

A, ^nd. Zy 0one. s, «in. 

1, tsle. z, asnire. sh, «Aade. 

I, m, ) 1, fight. h, hut. 

6, old. r, roll. wh, whsA. 

6, lose. m, met. 

6, on. n, no. 

A, tt^be. ng, son^. 

fl, wp. w, wo. 

4, full. y, yoke. 

ou, out. 

In the above Table each elementary sound is re- 
presented by a peculiar character. Hence, words 
spelled with these characters have no superfluous letters. 
Exercises of this kind were published in the author's 
Elocution, in 1830 ; and they have been republished 
in all subsequent editions. The following ib a specimen 
taken from the edition of 1880. 
2 
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A TABLE 

JExhibiting the Analysis of Words. 
In the first column the words are presented as they 
are usually spelled ; in the second, their elements are 
separated by hyphens. The pupil should spell the 
words, uttering, separately, in their consecutive order, 
the elementary sounds^ and not the names of the letters, 
as is generally done in the schools. 

ai6 •••••••.••••••. <A^i. 

day d-A. 

fame f-&-m. 

aisle i-1. 

deeds d-^d-z. 

fight f-i-t. 

light 1-i-t. 

skein s-k-&-n. 

these TH-i-z. 

thought th-^-t. 

wrath T-Si'th, 

wreak r-i-k. 

write r-l-t. 

brought b-r-&-t. 

bread b-r-fi-d. 

sai^ B-fi-d. 

pained p-i-n-d< 

sleight 8-1-i-t. 

neighed n-a-d. 

brayed b-r-i-d. 

taught t-i-t. 



....i z-^-1. 

key k-A. 

place p-l-i-s. 

herbs fl-r-b-z. 

breathe b-r-^TH. 

feign f-i-n. 

liege W-d-z. 

loaves 1-^v-z. 

nought n-^-t 

disdain d-i-z-d-A-n* 

imitate f-m-i-t-a-t. 

feeling f-d-l-I-ng. 

example £-g-z-^-m-p-l. 

phthisic t-I-z-f-k. 

frowned f-r-ou-n-d. 

designed d-^s-i-n-d. 

bellows b-5-l-fl-s. 

leopard 1-d-p-d-r-d. 

slammed s-1-d-m-d. 

victuals v-f-t-1-z. 



renewed r-A-n-i-d. 

This method of spelling according to sound, which 
was published by the Author in 1830, has recently 
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claimed attention in Europe, and has been success- 
fully applied in teaching the deaf and dumb to 
speak.* The Author himself has taught several dumb 
persons (who were not, however, entirely deaf) to speak 
and read. 

HOW TO CONSTRUCT A PHONETIC 
ALPHABET. 

There are two ways in which a phonetic alphabet 
for the English language may be constructed. 

1. By extending the Roman alphabet by additional 
letters, so as to have a character for every elementary 
sound in the language. 

2. By forming an entirely new set of letters. 

The first method was adopted in constructing the 
present alphabet. Now, it is obvious that, if the Roman 
alphabet be taken as a basis on which to found a pho- 
netic alphabet, its letters should be so appropriated that 
they may be conveniently used in all the languages in 
which the Roman alphabet is now employed. This has 
been done in the present instance : for the Author was 
aware that if his alphabet were not so constructed as 
to suit the European languages, it would not be ads^ted 
to the English language. Every linguist must see this. 

In the scheme on the following page, instead of re- 
presenting some of the elementary sounds by single 
letters, some by double letters, and some by letters with 
the aid of figures, as is done on page 13, each sound is 
represented by a letter of a peculiar form. 

* See the Report on Education in Europe, by the Hon. Horace 
Mann. 



Digitized 



by Google 



A PHONETIC ALPHABET FOR THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

BT AITDBEW COM 8T00K, M.D. 



Iir fhii Table there U a letter for each of the 38 elementary sounds 
of the English Language; and, for the sake of brevity, there are 6 
compound letters, each to be used, in particnlar instances, to represent 
two elementary sounds. There are also tone-marks, to represent 
accent, inflection, and intonation. 



THB 88 StMPLl LETTBBS. 



16 Vowels. 



14 Subvowels. 



9 Aspirates. 



E e 

A a 

O o 

A a 
I 

e 

I 
I 

Q CO 

Y K 



U u 

U u 

U u 



ale 

arm 

aU 

cm. 

eve 

«nd 

tie 

in 

old 

lose 

on 

tube 

up 

fwU 

out 



B b 

I> d 

G g 

V T 



b 

z 



A 
Z 

J J 

L 1 

R r 

M m 

N n 

W q 

W w 

Y y 



Jow 
day 

ff^J 
vilet 
^Aen 

200.6 

a^ure 

fight 

roU 

met 

not 

song 

wo 



p 


P 


T 


t 


K 


k 


F 


f 





a 


S 


s 





c 


H 


h 


Q 


q 



dn 

iite 

/ame 

thiR 

9m 

shade 

hut 

wh&t 



T^one-markt to rejprt- 
«0nl Axie«n%f Infiee- 
tion, and InUma- 







THE 6 COMPOUND LBTTBB8. 




a 


a 


oA 


D ^ 


job 


C 


6 








air 


9 


tagt 


X 


X 



etch 
osJss 



Digitized 



by Google 



pnoNOLoaT. 17 



EXPLANATION OP THE LETTERS. 

E e is appropriated to the sound of a as in ale^ be- 
cause it represents this sound in all foreign languages 
in which the Roman alphabet is employed ; and, for the 
Bake of uniformity,* as well as convenience^ it should 
represent the same sound in the English language. 

A a is appropriated to the sound of a as in arm, not 
only because it already represents this sound in many 
words in the English language, but because it invariably 
represents the sound of a as in arm in the most pro- 
minent of the European languages. 

o is a Greek character, somewhat modified in form, 
appropriated to the sound of a as in all^ o as in nor^ &c. 

A a is (A a), somewhat modified in form, appropriated 
to the sound of a as in an. The reader will perceive 
there is about as much resemblance between (A a) and 
(A a) as there is between the sounds which they sever- 
ally represent. 

1 X is a new letter, formed particularly to represent 
the sound of ^ as in eve. 

C e is the Greek epsihn^ appropriated to the sound 
of e as in endj because it is so used in the Greek lan- 
guage. When it is desirable to have the capital letter 
large, as, for instance, on signs and door-plates, it may 
be formed thus, — E. 

I i is appropriated to the sound of i as in isle. 

I I is a new letter, formed particularly to represent 
the sound of % as in in. 

Q Q is the Greek omegay appropriated to the sound 
of as in oldj because it is so appropriated in the 
Greek language. 
2* 
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"S K is appropriated to the sound of o as in lose^ be- 
cause it is appropriated to this sound in the Greek. 

is appropriated to the sound of o as in on, be- 
causOy in the English language, it mqre frequently 
represents this sound than any other. ^ . 

U u is a new letter, formed particularly to represent 
the sound of tc as in tube. This sound is a compound 
of the sound of i as in in, and that of w as in wo; and 
the reader will perceive that the letter U has been 
formed with reference to this fact : its first limb being 
I, while the character itself somewhat resembles W ; 
thus,— IW = U. , . 

XI u is appropriated to the sound of ti as in up, be- 
cause, in the English, it more frequently represents 
this sound than any other. 

U u is appropriated to the sound of u as in. full, o as 
in wolf, oul as in would, &c. 

O (p is the Greek character for the sound of / as in 
fame; but, as we have a letter for that sound, it is 
here appropriated to the sound of ou as in out, ow as 
in now, &c. 

Q a is a new letter compounded of o and i, and is 
appropriated to the combined sounds of oi as in oil, oy 
as in loy, &c. 

o is a new letter, formed from C, to represent the 
combined sounds of e as in end, and t« as in wp, as 
heard in the words air, tTiere, hare (or, bar, h©r), &c. 

That ai is not a ntnple soand (the sound of a as in ale), as some suppose, 
but compounded of the sound of e as in end, and that of ti as in up, may 
be proved by analyzing the word ever. The component parts of ever axe, 
8-Y-u-r »= syur. When the word ever is oontra'oted into one syllable, by 
omitting the v, as is often done in poetry, thus, e*er (e'ur), it is pronounced 
exactly like the word air. Hence the sound of ai as in air is a compound 
of 8 and u, thus, 8u bbS. 
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G g is appropriated to the sound of ^ as in gay^ be- 
cause it generally represents this sound in the English 
«8 well as in other languages. 

A b is the Greek theltay appropriated to the sound th 
as in then^ because it represents thiB sound in the 
Greek. 

In this eountry many Greek soholara proBonnee this letter like d, and 
eiill it delta; but the Greeks themselyes prononnoe it like f A as in tJWn, 
and call it ikelta. With the Greeks ihelta (A 6) and tUta (® d) are eognat^ 
letters. 

d is the Greek thetay appropriated to the sound 
of ^A as in thiUj because it invariably represents this 
sound in the Greek. 

Z z is appropriated to the sound of z as in zone^ be- 
qause it generally represents this sound, not only in 
the English, but in the other languages in which the 
Roman alphabet is employed. 

S s is appropriated to the sound of « as in sin^ which 
may be considered as its proper sound. 

J j is appropriated to the sound of iS as in azure; 
first, because it invariably represents this sound in the 
French language; and, secondly, because j can be 
easily united with d to form a compound letter (D ^) 
to represent the combined sounds of d and j as heard 
in adjeetive^ (a'^ektiv), bridge, gem, job, &c. 

C c is appropriated to the sound of e as in ocean, eh 
as in shade, &c. ; first, because it has hitherto repre- 
sented this sound in many words, as in magician, opti- 
cian, &c. ; and, secondly, because it can be easily united 
with t to form a compound letter (C t) to represent the 
combined sounds of t and sh, as heard in jpitch, chin, 
nature, ( pift, tm, ne*6ur), &c. 

JJ j}ia formed from n, and appropriated to the sound 
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of ng as in song. It is a modification of Franklin's 
letter for the same sound. 

W w is appropriated to the sound of te; as in woy the 
only consonant sound which it has hitherto repre- 
sented. 

Q q ifl appropriated to the somid of io& as in what. It is not a little snr- 
frifliitf that fome take the position that w& is a compound of hwl As to& 
represent a aimpU sound, any attempt to analyse it must certainly be nn- 
■uccessftil. But even did voh represent a compound sound, it is extremely 
difficult to see how it could be resolved into hiw; — h is an aerate, — to, a 
•ubvowel; but io& is an aspirate only, a mere whitper; and, although it may 
be very clearly explained in the viva voce form, it cannot be clearly illus- 
trated upon paper. The sound of «oA somewhat resembles that of Aoo in 
hood, wMtpered; though these sounds are not identical, as any one may 
ascertain by pronouncing alternately hood, and whood, and observing the 
contrast between them. Who that has an ear cannot perceive a difference 
between what and hwat; when and hwen; which and hwieh; where and hweref 

Y y is appropriated to the sound of y as in yokey the 
only consonant sound it has hitherto represented. 

I) ^ is compounded of d and J to represent the com- 
bined sounds of c2 as in day, and 2; as in azure, as heard 
in odQective, bridge, John, Q-eorge, (a'^sktiv, bri^, Don, 
Dor^). 

17 £ is compounded of t and c to represent the com- 
bined sounds of t as in tin, and c as in ocean, as heard 
in the words, etch, chin, nature, {zt, 6in, ne^fiur), &c. 

g g is formed from g, to represent the combined 
sounds of g as in gay, and 2; as in zone, as heard in exist, 
example, (egist* egram^pl.), &c. 

X X is appropriated to the sound of h%, as heard in 
exit, exercise, (ex^it, ex'ursiz), &c. X and Q are 
cognates. 

The letters, Bb, Pp, Dd, Tt, Kk, Vv, Ff, LI, 
R r, M m, N n, and H h, are appropriated, in the Pho- 
netic Alphabet, to the sounds which they generally 
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represent in the old orthography; hence^ special re- 
marks upon them are nnnecessar j. 

TONE-MARES. 

The Author's tone-marks, so essential in the phonetic 
representation of language, were first published in his 
System of Elocution, in 1841. They differ from the 
common accent-marks : they not only represent aecenty 
but inflection, and intonation or melody. There are 
four varieties of these characters, each of which repre- 
sents four degrees of pitch, namely, four rising (,*'')♦ 
four falling ('*»,), four rising circumflex (^ t * *), and 
four falling circumflex ('*«.) inflections. 

Application of the Tone-Marks. 
Yx ar be Siqz bat t(pr» — bat cin* — ^h«z smil 
Meks glad' — hijz frcpn iz te.ribl — ^hijz formz, 
Bobd, or un^cobd, ds ol bx im'prcs wor 
Ov o Dxvin^. 

Egrulfcii), trgm^blii], re^'iq, fent^iq, 
Pozest' bxyond' be Mjj'iz pentuq. 
Bi turnz be felt be gloaq mind' 
Disturbd*, dxlit'ed, rezd*, rxfindu 

TiJ di', — tv slxp*; — 



TiJ slxp'! — purfians' tn drxm*; — ay%, bor'z be rub»; 
For in bat slxp ov ded, qot drxmz me kum, 
Qen wx hay cu'fld of* bis mortal kal, 
Must giY us pozt. 

Ae did not sx wun maui, — not wun wu^man, — not 
"HTin 6ildx, — not wun for'futed bx8t\ ov e'ni dxskrip'cun 
qote^vur: wun ded, yuaiiform sirens rend o'vur be 
hcdl rxx^un. 
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A IS gret afek'cun tK bxlxv, 
Qi6 ob konfeSf, but fu purBxv% 
If (old asur^'cunz kan't pnvel', 
Bx plxzd tv hxr a xno'durn telw 

A 8 popT^xrloa and be p(]piirful woz a lump', 
Sx»znl88, — urb*l8S, — ^trxles, — ^manles^ — ^lifJes : — 
A lump ov deS*, — a ke'os ov hard kle%. 

Hep pKr*, — h(f rift*, — h(f abx^ekt, — ^h(p ogust*, — 
Hep kom*phket, — ^hcp wunnlurful iz mani ! 

Two ways of reading the following passage from 
Shakspeare are here given. The first is that which the 
punctuation seems to indicate ; but the second is pro- 
bably the correct one. 

Signior Antonio, many a time and oft» 
In the Rialto you have rated me 
About my monies and my usanoes. 

FIRST READING. 

Sin^yur AntcDOiKD, meoii a tim ^nd oft«, 
In be Bxal'tG) yjj hav ret'ed mx 
Abept' mi muoiiz, and mi yjj'zansiz. 

SECOND READING. 

Sxn'yur AntcD'mcD, memi a tim^, and oft 
In &8 RxaHo, yjtr hav ret'ed mx 
Ab(pt' mi mu^niz, and mi yu^zansiz. 

For a full explanation of accent, inflection, and me- 
lody, the Reader is referred to the Author's System of 
Elocution^ or to his Phonetic Speaker. 
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Thb Vowbls. 

The vowels are divided into MonothoDgs, Diphthongs, 
and Triphthongs. 

The Monothongs consist of one kind of sound, and 
cons^uently are simple elements. They are as follows : 

A, O, A, I, e, I, 0, u, u. 

The Diphthongs consist of two kinds of sound, which 
coalesce so intimately that they appear like one uniform 
sound. They are as follows : 

E, I, K,.U. 

The diphthong E, as well as I, has a characteristic 
sound for its radical, and the monothong I for its vanish. 
These diphthongs, under certain circumstances (for 
instance, when they are carried through a wide range 
of pitch, as in interrogatioa with surprise), are converted 
into triphthongs, the third constituent being the mono- 
thong I. 

The diphthong K has a characteristic sound for its 
radical, and the subvowel W for its vanish. 

The diphthong U has the monothong I for its radical, 
and the subvowel W for its vanish. 

The Triphthongs consist of three kinds of sound, 
which coalesce so intimately that they appear like one 
uniform sound. They are as follows : 
Q, O. 

The first constituent of Q, as well as that of O, is a 
sound characteristic of this element ; . and the diphthong 
K constitutes the second and third constituent of these 
triphthongs. 

The following scheme is. an analysis of the diphthongs 
and triphthongs. The reader will observe that, with 
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one exception, the letters which are employed to repre- 
I sent the diphthongs and triphthongs are used under the 
head, Constituents^ to represent their radicals only. 



Diphthongt. 


CotutUuenU, 


Tryphthongt. 


CorutituenU. 


E 


E —I 


E* 


E —I —I 


I 


I —I 


I* 


I —I —I 


K 


H — W 


Q 


Q_K — W 


U 


I — W 


O 


$_H — W 



The diphthongs and triphthongs are generally mono- 
thongs when they are followed by a consonant. Thus, 
a in taper is a monothong ; but when this letter is pro- 
nounced singly, and when final, it is a diphthong or a 
triphthong. 

During the utterance of a monothong, the aperture 
of the mouth remains stationary; but- during that of a 
diphthong, or triphthongs the aperture is gradually 
diminished till the commencement of the last constituent ; 
it then remains stationary till the sound is ended. This 
is illustrated by the following diagrams ^ 



DiAGBAM 13. 



Diagram 14. 



Diagram 15. 





K w 

The opening of the tube, . Diag. 13, represents the 
aperture of the mouth in the utterance of the monothong 
O, and the length of the tube represents the duration 
of the sound. 

The large end of Diag. 14 represents the aperture of 
the mouth in commencing the utterance of the diphthong 

* I have said that £ and I are sometimes diphthongs, and some- 
times triphthongs ; hence, above, they appear under both heads. 
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}5 — the portion of the figure between K and W, shows 
the gradual diminution of the aperture of the month 
during the utterance of the first constituent, and the 
remaining portion shows the stationary position of the 
aperture of the mouth during the utterance of the 
second constituent. 

The. large end of Diag. 15 represents the aperture of 
the mouth in commencing the utterance of the triph- 
thong Q — the portion of the figure between Q and K 
shows the gradual diminution of the aperture of the 
mouth during the utterance of the first constituent — 
the portion between K and W shows the gradual dimi- 
nution of the aperture of the mouth during the utterance 
of the second constituent ; and the remaining portion of 
the figure, the stationary position of the aperture of the 
mouth during the utterance of the third constituent. 

The Subvowbls. 

B consists of a vocal sound and an aspirate. The 
first constituent is formed with the lips closed; the 
second, by aspirating the vowel II, at the moment of 
their separation. "*" 

D consists of a vocal sound and an aspirate. The 
first constituent is formed with the tip of the tongue 
pressed against the gums of the upper incisory teeth ; 
the second, by aspirating the vowel II at the moment of 
its removal.* 

When D is doubled, as in addition, the second constituent of the first 
D is omitted. When D is whispered, the second constituent only is 
heard. When words in which D is doubled are whispered, the first 
D is mute. 

"^ Care should be taken not to make the second constituent voedL 

3 
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6 consists of a vocal sound and an aspirate. The 
first constituent is formed with the root of the tongne 
pressed against the curtain, or vail of the palate ; * the 
second, by aspirating the Yowel II at the moment of its 
removaLf 

When O is doubled, as in haggard^ the second constitaent of the 
first G is omitted. When G is whispered, the second constitaent only 
is heard. When words in which G is doubled are whispered, the first 
G is mate. 

y is a compound of vocalitjr and aspiration. It is 
formed with the under lip pressed against the edge of 
the upper incisorj teeth, 

A, as in then (ben), is a compound of vocalitj and 
aspiration, formed with the tip of the tongue resting 
gently against the inner surface of the upper incisory 
teeth. 

Z, as in zone^ is a buzzing sound, a compound of 
vocality and aspiration. It is formed by pressing the 
tip of the tongue gently against the gums of the upper 
incisors, and forcing out the breath. 

J, as in azure (ejur), is a compound of vocality and 
aspiration. It is formed with the tip of the tongue 
nearly in the same position as is 2; in zone^ though 
drawn a little further back, and somewhat widened, so 
as to enlarge the aperture formed by its upper surface 
and the roof of the mouth, through which the breath is 
forced. 

L is a vocal sound, made with the tip of the tongue 
pressed against the gums of the upper incisory teeth. 

R is a vocal sound, of which there are two varieties. 
The first is called the tritted B, and is made by causing 

* In the language of anatomy, vfHum pendulum palati, 

f Care should be taken not to make the second constituent vocal. 
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the tongne to vibrate against the gams of the upper 
incisory teeth, while the breath is propelled through the 
mouth ; the second is called the smooth R, and is made 
with the tip of the tongue elevated towards the centre 
of the roof of the mouth. B should be trilled when it 
precedes a vowel, as in rollj crush, &c. ; but when it 
follows a vowel, as in air, orb, &c., it should be made 
Smooth. 

I have met with a number of indiyiduals who could not trill the B, 
and others who did it with diJfficulty. Those who cannot trill it in a 
graceful manner, had better not attempt it in public ; let such, how- 
eyer, not despair — their Tocal organs may be rendered flexible by 
frequent and energetic exercise. 

M is a nasal sound, made with the lips closed. 

N is a nasal sound, formed with the tip of the tongue 
pressed against the gums of the upper inoisory teeth. 

1/fj as in song (soi)), is a nasal sound, formed with the 
root of the tongue pressed gently against the curtain of 
the palate. 

W is a vocal sound, formed with the lips contracted 
as in the act of whistling. 

Y is a vocal sound, formed with the lips and teeth a 
little separated. 

Thb Aspirates. 

P is formed by closing the lips, and then aspirating 
the vowel U. 
When this element is doubled, as in happy, the first P is mute. 

T is formed by pressing the tip of the tongue against 
the gums of the uppei; incisory teeth, and aspirating the 
vowel U.* 

* Although of no practical importance, it may not be uninterestiog 
to the philosophic reader to know that the second constituent of the 
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When T is doubled, as in attempt^ the first T is mute. 

K, like G in give^ is formed by pressing the root of 
the tongue against the curtain of the palate, and then 
aspirating the vowel II. 

When this element is doubled, as in fickle (pronounced fikl), the 
first E is mute. 

F, like y, is formed with the under lip pressed against 
the upper incisory teeth. 

0, as in thin (Sin), like A in then (ben), is formed 
with the tip of the tongue pressed against the upper 
incisory teeth. It is nearly the same sound as the sub- 
vowel A aspirated. 

S is a hissing sound, and, like z in zone, is formed 
with the tip of the tongue pressed gently against the 
gums of the upper incisory teeth. It is nearly the same 
as z in zone asfir&ted, 

G, as in ocean (ocun), shcuie (ced), &c., is formed with 
the tongue in the same position as is z in azure. G is 
nearly the same sound as J in azure (ejur) aspirated. 

H is the inceptive part of a vowel sound, aspirated in 
a particular way. H may be uttered in as many ways 
as there are vowels in the language; each of which 
requires the same posture of the mouth as the vowel 
which follows it. 

Q, as in what (qot), is the inceptive part of the vowel 

subvowels B, D, G, and of the aspirates, E, P, T, is formed bj aspi- 
rating the Yowel U only when these elements are uttered singly, when 
they are final, and when they are followed by a consonant When 
they are followed by a vowel^ their second constituent is formed by 
aspirating that YOweL This may be rendered obvious by pronouncing 
forcibly, and deliberately, the words. Bay, Day, Gay, and Pay, Tay, 
Kay, or any other words in which B, D, G, and P, T, E are followed 
by Towels. 
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XJ aspirated in a particular way. The sonnd of this 
element is nearly the same as HIT, whispered. Q re- 
quires the same posture of the mouth that the vowel 
U requires.* 

The Postures op the Mouth. 

An accurate knowledge of the positions which the 
organs of articulation should assume in the formation of 
the several elements of vocal language, is very important 
to those who would speak with ease and elegance. To 
aid the reader still further in the acquisition of this 
knowledge, he is furnished with the various postures of 
the mouthy required in uttering the elements energeti- 
cally, and singly. 

The elements are here grouped according to the pos- 
ture in which the mouth should be when they are formed. 
It will be seen that the Diphthongs and !Priphthongs have 
each two postures of the mouth — one at the commence- 
ment, the other at the termination of the sound. 

These postures are, of course, more or less modified, 
when the elements are uttered in their various combina- 
tions, and with different degrees of force. 

The pupil should exercise his organs of speech, in the 
most forcible manner, every day, on all the elements. 
The vowels should be exploded from the throat, both 
interrogatively and aflSrmatively, in every range of pitch 

* Some writers consider the sound of W tHe same as that of 00 in 
OOZE, and the sound of WH the same as that of HOO. But HOO is 
compounded of an aspirate and a Towel, -whereas WH is simply an 
aspirate, and consequently has none of that kind of sound which is 
called yocality. That HOO and WH are not identical, may be proved 
by pronouncing, alternately, the monosyllable hoom and the imaginary 
monosyllable whoom, and observing the contrast between them. 

3* 
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A TABLE X 

CUving a Specimen Exhibition of the Abmrdities of the 
Old System of Orthography. 

It is shown, on page 6, that most of the letters of 
the old alphabet represent different sounds, and that 
the same sound is often represented by different letters. 
By the following scheme, it is shown that the same 
sound is not only represented by different letters, but 
by various combinations of letters ! and that most of 
these combinations of letters represent different sounds ! ! 
And, if the reader is not yet prepared to exchange the 
old system of orthography for one founded upon truly 
philosophical principles, perhaps he will be more in- 
clined to ratify this exchange when he shall have tho- 
roughly examined the following orthographical absurdi- 
ties, which are placed in juxtaposition with the new 
theory of spelling the same words. 

Ee. 
The sound of A, as in afe, is represented in 18 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By a, as in ale el. 

2. " e " t«te tet. 

8. " ae " Gadic Ge^lik. 

4. " ai " aim em. 

6. "ao " gaol ^el. 

6. " au, " g«wge ge^. 

7. " ay *^ day de. 

8. " ea " great gret. 

9. " ei " veiZ vel. 

10. " ey " thgy fee. 
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11. By ez as in rend^snrous ren^sw* 

12. ^' aig ^' CBmpaiffn kampeou 

18. " aye " aye e. 

14. " eig " reign ren, 

16. " et/e " preyed pred. 

16. ^^ aigh ^^ straight stret. 

17. " eigh " yreigh • we. 

18. ^^ eighe ^^ neighei ned. 

A a. 
The sound of A, as in arm, is represented in 11 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By a, as in arm arm. 

2. ^^ e '^ sergeant sar^ant. 

8. " aa " laa ba. 

4, " a^a " ma'am mam. 

6. " ae " Haerlem Harlem. 

6. " ah « ah.... a. 

7. " al " caZf kaf. 

8. ^' au ^^ aunt ant. 

9. " ea " heart hart. 

10. " ua ** guard gard. 

11. " agh " Armo^A Arma*. 

O o. 
The sound of A, as in ally is represented in 18 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By a, as in all.. ol. 

2. " i " reservoir rezurvwor*. 

8. " " nor nor. 

4. « al " taZk tok. 

5. " ao " extraordinaiy... €xtror»dinari. 

6. "aw " laud ;. lod. 
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7. 


By aw 


asi 


8. 


« eo 


« 


9. 


« oa 


« 


10. 


« avJ, 


<( 


11. 


« awe 


« 


12, 


« awgrA 


(( 


18. 


«< (mgh 


« 
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as in \aw lo. 

George Dor^. 

broad brod. 

\iauOL bok. 

awe o. 

\augh\, ..•••• tot. 

ot^ftt .••••• CDt. 

A a. 

The sound of A, as in a% is represented in 9 dif- 
ferent ways : 

as in an an. 

Isaac... •• Lzak. 

plazd plad. 

seraglio ,• sxral^cti, 

sergeant ....,..•• sar^ant. 

patrician ..patriHJan, 

piqwant • prkant. 

Axachoi dram. 

blao^guard bla^gard. 

The sound of E, as in eve^ is represented in 18 dif- 
ferent wayp : 

as in eve xv. 



1. 


By a, 


as ii 


2. 


« aa 


t< 


S. 


« ai 


« 


4. 


" ag 


« 


6. 


«* ea 


« 


6. 


** ia 


« 


7. 


" m 


(( 


8. 


« aeh 


<{ 


9. 


« aek 


(( 



1. By e, 



2. 
8. 
4. 
6. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 



t 

y 

<u 
w 
ee 
ea 
ei 
eo 



ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 



marine marxnu 

Hyder Hx'dur. 

aerie x^ri.'*^ 



apgis 
hee.. 



pea .... 

seize .. 
people . 



bx. 

px. 

sxz. 

px«pL 

kx. 



* I^n, Walker; e^urj, Webster^ 
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11. Bj €8 as in demesne... dxmxxu 

12. " ei " field fxld. 

18. " eg " impregrn imprxnu 

14. " ia " cavi(«re kavxn. 

16. " is " vwcount vxicpnt. 

16. " oe ^* Oeta Lta. 

17. *^ e^ ^* recetpt rxsxlk. 

18. " way ^* qteay. kx. 

e c. 

The sound of E, as in end^ is represented in 20 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By a, as in many m^sni. 

2. " 6 " €nd end. 

8. " « " bwry be^ri. 

4. " ae " Paestum Pes^tnm. 

5. " a? " Dedalus Ds'dala9« 

6. " ai « said scd. 

7. " ay " says sez. 

8. " ea " head hcd. 

9. " ei " heifer he^nr. 

10. " eo " leopard..... Is^pard* 

11. « eb " de6t det. 

12. " ed " Wednesday Wenz^e. 

18. " eg " phleym flcm. 

14. « e« " billet-doux biJc-dK. 

16. " ez " rendezvous ren^dey^, 

16. " te "friend *. frcnd. - 

17. " Aa " TAames T^uhl 

18. " (K " .f^tid fc^txd. 

19. " ue " gwess.. ges. 

20. " et^e ^^ sevennight S8«nit. 
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9S^ PHONOLO«T. 

li. 

The sound of I, as in tie, is represented in 16 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By ij as in ile il. 

2. " y "by bi. 

8. " ei " eHer rdur. 

4. " Ay " rAyme rim. 

5* ** ie " indid; indite 

6. " ie " P& pi. 

; T. " ig ^^ sign ..•sin. 

8. « w " Mle il. 

9. " ui " gwide gid. 

10. « wy « hui/ bi. 

11. " ye " rye ri. 

12. « aia " aUe iL 

18. " eye " eye i. 

14. " igh « Tiiyb hi 

* 16. " eigh " height hit. 

16. " ighe " siyAed sid. 

1 1. 
The sound of I, as in m, is represented in 15 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By a, as in image pmi^. 

* 2. « i " tn in. 

8. " " women wrmen. 

4. " u " bttsy bi»zi. 

5. " y " hymn him. 

6. " at " mountain mcpnt^ixu 

7. " ea ** guinea grai. 

8. " ee " been bin. 

9. « ei « tetnt ; tint. 
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10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
16. 



The 
ferent 

1. 

2. 

S. 

4. 

6. 

6. 
' 7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
18. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 



PHOHO^OOT. Vf 

"Bj eo as in pigeon pp^m.* 

'* ia '' carnage kavi^. 

" ie " victuals Ti<tlz. 

** ie ** berries beviz. 

« «t* «« bmld bild. 

" eig' " fore^n foTin, 

Q C3. 

sound of 0, as in old, is represented in 19 dif* 
ways : 

By 0, as in old old. 

« eo <* yeoman ycs^man. 

« etc* ** sew SC9. 

** 7u> " gAost »... gCDst. 

« oa *' oar or. 

«* oe « foe fo. 

" 0*e " o'er or. 

** Off ** Cologne Eoloik* 

« oh « oh o. 

« oZ «* foflffl fox. 

« 00 " door , dor. 

** ot .** dep^ dxpcoi. 

« ott " four for* 

« ow « flow...; flob 

*< out '* hautboy ho'ba. 

** eem " beau bo. 

♦* owe •* owe o. 

** eauic <' Bordeaux; Bordoi. 

<^ ou^A *' ihou^A io. 

* Pi'^, ITotiw;— Pi'^nn, ir«iM*r. 

4 
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88 FHOHOLO07. 

The Boiind of 0, as in loscy is represented in 11 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By Oj as in lose Ivz*. 

2. " oe " shoe CK. 

8. « 00 " too tK. 

4. '^ otf ^^ soup ssp. 

. 5. ** tro ** tttw t». 

6. " €BU " inan<KMvre man^'var. 

7. " ooe " woo^d wnd. 

8. " OtM ** E0U8,..^. SH. 

9. ^ oux ** billet-dot^i; bx^le-dv. 

10. ^^ ugh ** -pugh pK. 

11. " otigh ** t3iro«grA drn. 

Op. 

The sound, of 0, as in on^ is represented in 6 dif* 
ferent ways : 

1. By a, as in what qot. 

2. " 0' '^^ on on. 

8. " Ao " Aonest. on^88t. 

4. " ou " ooii^h kof. 

6. ** ofo <* knoiirledge no'le^* 

6. " aeh " jaoht yot. 

U jcr. 
The sound of U, as in tuhey k represented in 12 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. Bj Uf as in tdbe tub. 

'2. " eo « food fird. 

8. " ett « fewd fjtrd. 

4. ^^ ew ^^ thieto drjcr. 
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5* By tfe, as in due du« 

6. ^^ ui juice. ^us. 

7. " eau " heautj biKi. 

8. " ewe ," xenewei rxnudi. 

9. « iett " lieu lii. 

10. " iew *f vfotir VII. 

11. " uii " fuisne pu^i. 

12. « ugh " HtfgrA Hii. 

Uu. 

The soirn^ of U, as in up, is represented in 25 dif- 
ferent ways : . 

1. By ey as in Iict hur. 

2. ** t- " s«r sur. 

8. ^^ ^^ son sun. 

. 4. " f« ** «p ^ up. 

5. " y " satyr se^tur. 

6. " ea " ocean connin. 

7. " eo . " surgeon sur^un. 

8. ^^ et£ ^^ grandeur • gran^^ur. 

9. " he " Aerb urb. 

10. « Att ** Awmble um*l.* 

11. " ie " braz»er...« brejur. 

12. ^^ to . ^* fasb^n faHsnn. 

18. ^^ oa ^^ cupboard ku^burd. 

14. " oe " does dua. ^ 

15. ^' 00 « blood blud. 

16. " ofi " towgh tuf. 

17. " ouf " bellotos be'lus. 

18. " ue " conqtier koq^kur* 
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19. Bj ttby asinsuitle 8ui;h 

20. " uo " ]iquoT Irkur. 

21. ^^ up ^^ Clipboard ku'burd. 

22. ^^ . eou '^ farinftceoiia farinenms. 

23. ^^ iou, ^^ gtskcious grenms. 

24. ^^ oh, ^^ cofonel kar^nsl. 

26. ^^ ove ^^ shot'iel cu^tL 

Utr. 
The Bound of IT, as in fuUf is represented in 4 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By 0, as in wolf ....» wulf. 

2. " u " fwU ful. 

8. " 00 " wood wud. 

4. " owZ " cowZd kud. 

O.cp 
The sonnd of 011, as in our^ is represented in 8 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By Oj as in compt k((nt. ' 

2. " ou " OUT cpr. 

8. '^ ow ^^ now n((. 

4. " hou " hour <pr. 

5. " (mJ . " dottJt dcpt; 

6. ^\owe " hozpei bcpdi 

7. " o^h " houffh b(p. 

8* ^\ op^he '^ plotf^Aed pl(|p. 

B b. 
The sound of B, as in lowy is represented in 4 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By &y as in &ow bcp. 

2. " 66 ** a66 ab. 

" 8. " U " ro6e rob. 

4. " pb " ra8p6erry ras^cri. 
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The sound of D, as in day, ia represented iiji 5 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By dj as in day ....• de. 

2. " dd " add ad. 

8. " de ** rode read. 

4. " bd " JdelKum , deLynnu 

6. " ed ** raged re^d, 

Tbe sotmd of G, as in gajfy is represented in 8 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By ffy as m^ay ge. 

2. " gg " la^^ed lagd. 

8. " giie " Yogue vcag. 

Vt. 

The sound of Y, as in vik^ is represented in 4 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By/, as in of. ov. 

2. " V " tile viL 

8. " ^A " nepAew nsMrjET. 

4. " ve " have... ••••vrhaY. 

AD. 
The sound of TH, as in tAen, is represented in 2 dif- 
ferent ways : . 

1. By f A, . asin^Aen bsn. 

2. " the " batAei beb, 

Z z. 

The sound of Z, as in 20/^, is represented in 10 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By e, as in suffice su&i. 

2. " « " hi« hiz. 

4* 
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42 PHOKOLOaY. 

8. Bjw^ as in Xerxes Znrrss. 

4. ^* z ^^ »>ne zGon. 

5. " ez " ezB.T zar. 

6. ^^ so ^^ discern ,. diznnh.' 

7. " se " Thise *^rez. 

8. ^^ 88 ^' seizors srzurz. 

9. ^^ ze ^^ haae ,« hez. 

10. "22 ** huzz ..M.buz. 

The sound of Z, as in azure^ is represented in 5 dif- 
ferent ways : 

'l.'Bj8, • as in trearare • trsjur. 

2. ^' t ^' transidon transrjim. 

8. " « ** ajnire ....i. e^jwr. 

4. " ge " bridjr^ bri^. 

. 6, " 88 ** sci««ion * srjun» 

LI. 

The sound of L, as in Itgihty is represented in 9 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. Bj Ij ' as in Sght lit. 

2. " il " ev«7 x^vL 

: 8, « fo " fife fiL 

4. " II " baB boL 

5. " In " lain. kil. 

6. <Mfe ^^ bagateZfe ;. bagatsL 

7. " tie " thisffe »i>sL 

8. " ual " TiGtuah vi^lz. 

9. " Ue8l " beZZe«Zettres bele^tur.* 

♦ BeWtat, Webtter;—h9Wiur, Walker. 
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Rr. 

The sound of B^ aa in roU^ is represented in 7 dif- 
ferent ways : . . 

1. By r, as in roll rcoL 

2. " re " more •.... mcoR 

8. " rt " mortgage moii^ge^. 

4. " rr " burr bur. , 

5. " fvr " tmte •. rit. 

6. " rps ** corp« kcor. 

7. " rrh " myrrA mur- 

Mm. 
The sound of M, as in mind^ is represented in 7 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. Bjm, as in mini mind. 

2. " mb " hmb lam. 

8. " m^ " cam^. kem. 

4. " mn " hywiw.., him. 

5. " mp " presumption prxzumx^un. 

6. " tm <* IVnolus Meatus 

7. " mme " slammed slamd. 

Nh. 
The sound of N, as in no, is represented in 11 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By Uf as in no nco. 

2. " en " (7neus Nx»us. 

8. " in " cousin ku'zn. 

4. " gn " ^naw ..* ..no. 

6. " kn " *now nco. 

6. " mn " JKnemon Nx'mon. 

7. " mp " oompt kcpnt. 
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8. By nuy as in Ann An. 

9. " on " pardon parKb. 

0. ^< pn ^^ /meumatics nirmat'iks. 

11. •* ne " one wun. 

The sound of NG, as in sonff, is represented in 8 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. Byn/ as in ink iqL 

2. " ng " son^ soq. 

8. " ngiie " tongue •• taq. 

Ww. 
The sound of W, as in woy is represented in 4 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. Bj tPj as in wo wco/ 

2. *' u " qwill kwil. 

8. " " reservoir rcznrvwbr%« 

4. " — " one wun. 

The sound of Y, as in t/okey is represented in 4 dif- 
ferent ways: 

1. By y, as in yoke ycak. 

2. " % " nnfon yjcmyun. 

8. " j " hallelivah .• halxlwya. 

4. " — " use yjjs. 

Pp. 
* The sound of P, as in pity is represented in 4 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. Bypj asin^it pit. 

2. " yA " hiccouyA hrkup, 

8. " p« " ho;?e hop. 

4. " yp " hopped hopt. 
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Tt. 
The sound of T, as in tin, is represented in 8 dif- 
^ ferent ways : 

1. By t^ as in ^ tin. 

liopp«(2 hopt. 

(^esiphon T£>sifon. 

^fyalism ti^alizm. 

la^ let. 

TiU Pit. 

rose^e rozeti. 

jpA^Aisic trzik. 

Kk. 

The sound of K, as in kite^ is represented in 10 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By Cj as in cat kat. 

Hte kit. 

^een kwxn. 

hi<?<?ough hrkup. 

cAord kord. 

lou^A lok. 

pacAr pak. 

foke peak. 

Kche ek. 

'piqtM ... • pxk. 

Ff. 
The sound of F, as in famey is represented in 7 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By/, as in fame fern. 

2. '' fe " hfe Kf. 

8. «# « off .....of. 
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46 PHONOLOGY. 

4. By^A as in lau^A laf. 

^ 5. « pR « pMal fi^al. 

6. .'' fte <* often o^n. 

7. " ^A " SappAo Sa^fia. 

The sound of TH, as in thin^ is represented in 2 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By thy^ as in tJan....'. dm. 

2. ^^ phth ^^ apophthegm ap^csSem. 

Ss. 
The Bonnd of S, as in 8m, is represeiited in 11 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By <?, as in ceiit ..«•...... sent. 

2. " 8 " «in .Bin.: 

B. ^^ X ' ^^ Aiorl^chapelle... EslacapsL 

4. " ce " floo^« -••••• * flxs* 

5. " ps " p«ahn sam. 

6. " 90 " «(?ene sxn. 

/ 7. " se " cMe... • kes. 

8. ^^ 88 ^* pa«8 ........pas. 

9. " 8W " wcford ..i i. scard. 

10. ^* «<e " gK«^.^^. • glisn. 

11. ^V 8ch ^^ 8chi&m.. sizni. 

Oc. 

The soond of 0, as in ocean {ah as in ahade)^ is re- 
presented in 8 different ways : . 

1. By Cy as in ocewi ^ ox^nn. 

2. " 8 " «ure-... cur. 

8. ^^ t '^ nadon «.. neHSon. 

4. <^ eh ^^ macAine macmw 
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6. By 9hj as in 8%ftde ced. 

6. ^^ 9B ^^ a««ttre .1 acurw 

7. " Bch " ScKHet Crlur. 

8. ^^ — ^^ axiom • c^nnim. 

Hh. 
The sound of H, as in hut^ is represented in 2 dif- 
ferent ways : 

1. By A, as in Ant hut. 

2. /* wh " whom hHm» 

Qq. 
The sound of Q {wh^ as in whai)^ is represented in 
1 way: 

1. By te^A as in t£^Aat *.. qot. 



BBMABKS. 



It is shown by the preceding scheme that the 88 
elemientary sounds of the English language are repre- 
sented in 886 different ways, which may be eoi^sidered 
equivalent to three hundred and thirty-six different 
letters I Is it possible to conceiye of a more compli- 
cated, absurd^ unphilosophical, and barlarous system 
of orthography than that at which we have glanced in 
the preceding pages ? But we have not yet done : after 
we shall have given the number of ways in which the 
compound letters of the new- alphabet are represented 
by the old orthography^ we will give a scheme which 
will show that the same eombination of letters is em- 
ployed to represent diffinrent sounds* 
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i8 PHONOLOaY. 

A TABLE 
Showing the various ways in which the Compound 
Letters of the New Alphabet are represented by the 
old System of Orthography. 

(I a. 

The sound of Q (oi), as heard in oHj is represented 
in 2 different ways : 

L By oi, as in oi\ oil = al« 

2. " oy " hoy hoi=ba. 

8 o. 

The sound of (su), as heard in air^ is represented 
in 6 different ways : 

1. By a, as in dare deur = dor. 

2* " e " there beur = bor. 

8. " aa " -4.aron Eu*nm= Oriin. 

4. " e'e " e^et e'ur = or. 

6. ** ai " air cur = or. 

6. " hei " heir cur = or. 

The sound of JD (dj), as heard in bridge^ is repre- 
sented in 7 different ways : 

1. By (2, as in gran(2eur gran'^ur. 

2. ^^ g ^^ gem •• ^cm. 

8. « J « Job ^ob. 

4. ^^ g " Bge e^. 

6. " <%r " badger ba^^ur. 

6. " c^ " ac^/ectiye a^^cktiv. 

7. " dge " bad^e , ba^. 
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C 6. 

The sonnd of C (tc), as heard in etchj is represented 
in 8 different ways: 

1. By tf as in nature ne^^ur. 

2. " ch " chin ftin. 

8. " teh " ccdch ka6. 

X X. 

The sound of X {ks)^ as in fixj is represented in 8 
different ways : 

1. By Xj as in fio; •/• fix. 

2. ^^ xe ^^ zae ax. 

8. " xe " ear^fept cksept^.^ * 

4. " 09 " ethi{f« c»&ix. 

5. " Tc% " oaA« ox. 

6. " ck9 " bac?Aa bax. 

7. " he9 " Q^heB kex. 

8. " cheB " 9xhe9.. ex. 

A TABLE 

Showing that the same Combination of Letters repre-' 
sents different Sounds. 

AA represents 3 different elementary sounds : 

1. aa, asin'^oron O^run. 

2. oa ^^ boa ba. 

8. oa ^^ Isaac Lzak. 

AE represents 8 different elementary sounds : 

1. aej as in Gaelic Ge'lic. 

2. ae " aerie x»ri. 

8. oe ^^ Faestum Pes'tum. 

5 
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AI represents 4 different elementary sounds : 

1. aif as in aim em. 

2. ai '^ jiaid plad. 

8. at ^^ Baii sed. 

4« ai ** mountatn mcpntun. 

AO represents 2 different elementary sonnds : 

1. aoy as in gaol ^el. 

2. ao " extraordinary ... sxtrornlinari. 

ATI represents 3 different elementary sounds : 

1. aUf as in gat^ge ge^ 

2. au ^^ aunt ant. 

8. au ^^ laud lod. 

AY represents 2 different elementary sounds : 

1. ayy as in day de. 

2. ay ** says s£z. 

EA represents 6 different elementary sounds : 

1. eaj as in great gret. 

2. ea ^^ heart hart. 

8. ea ^^ sergeant sar'^ant 

4. ea " pea px. 

5. ea ^^ head bed. 

6. ea ^^ ocean o^cun. 

EE represents 8 different elementary sounds : 

1. e'e, as in e'er ar. 

2. ee " bee bx. 

8. ee ^^ been.. bin. 

EI represents 5 different elementary sounds : 

1. ei, as in yezl vel. 

2. ei " teil txl. 

8. €• " beifer bc^fur. 
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PHONOLOGY. fit 

4. ei " -6ider Mnr. 

5. ei ^^ surfeit surfit* 

EO represents 7 different elementary sounds : 

1. eOy as in George JDor^* 

2* eo ^' people .>i px'pl. 

Z. eo ^* leopard Is^pard. 

4. eo ^^ pigeon pr^in. 

6. eo ^^ yeoman yo^man* 

6. eo *^ feod fud. 

7. eo ^* surgeon sur^un. 

Sn represents 2 different elementary sounds; 

1. eUf as in fetid.... fud. 

2* eu ^^ grandeur gran^^ur* 

EW represents 2 different elementary sounds ; 

1. eWy as in setcr sco. 

2. etv " few fir. 

ET represents 2 different elementary sounds : 

1. et/y as in they be. 

2. ey " key ,. kx. 

lA represents 8 different dementary sounds : 

1. ta, as in cavzezre kavin. 

2. ia " carriage ka^ri^. 

8. ia ^^ patrician patrrcan. 

IE represents 5 different elementary sounds : 

1. te, as in field fxid. 

2. ie " friend frsnd. 

8. ie " pie pi. 

4. ie " berries bs^riz.- 

5. ie ^^ brazier brejur. 
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81 PHONOLOaT. 

OA represents 8 different elementary sounds : 

1. oo, as in brood ««.^ brod* 

2. oa ^^ oar or, 

8. oa ^^ cupboard ku^burd. 

OE represents 6 different elementary sounds : 

1. oCy as in OetA I«ta. 

2. (B " fetid fetid. 

8. 0*6 ^^ o^er or. 

4. oa ^^ shoe ck. 

5. oe ^^ does du& 

00 represents 4 different elementary sounds : 

1. 00, as in door dor. 

SL 00 ^^ too tv. 

8. 00 " blood blud. 

4. 00 ^^ wood wud. 

0X7 represents 6 different elementary sounds : 

1. oUf as in four fcsr. 

2. ou *^ soup .f • s^fp. 

8. ou ^ cough kof. 

4. ou ** tough tuf. 

6. ou ^^ out ffU 

OW represents 4 different elementary sounds : 

1. otOy as in fiou^ ficd. 

2. ou^ ^* knou^ledge no^s^. 

: 8. our *^ bellotra be'luB. 

4. ou^ ^^ nouT ncp. 

UA represents 2 different elementary sounds : 

1. uOy as in guard ^..^ gard. 

2. ua *^ piquant prkant. 
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PHOKOLOGT*^ 68 

UE represents 8 different elementary sounds : 

1. ue^ as in gt^^ss g8S. 

2. ue ^' true trir. 

i. UB ^^ conquer koq^kor. 

UI represents 8 different elementary sonnds : 

1. tft, as in guide ••••• gid. 

2. u% " build bild. 

8. US ^^ jufce ^JETS. 

TTY represents 2 different elementary somids i 

1. uy^ as in buy bi. 

2. uy ^^ plaguy ple^. 

EIO represents 2 different elementary sonnds : 

1. eig, as in reign ren. 

2. dg ^^ ioTdgn fo'rin* 

EYE represents 2 different elementary somids : 

1. eye^ as in pr^ed pred. 

2. eye " eye.... i. 

OWE represents 2 different elementary sounds : 

1. owBy as in awedi cod. 

2. owe ^^ howeA bcpd. 

nOH represents 2 different elementary sounds : 

1. ughy as in pu^A p^f. 

2. v^h " Uugh Hu. 

EIG-H represents 2 different elementary sounds : 

1. eigh^ as in yteigh we. 

2. eigh ^^ height hit. 

5* 
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84 PHONOLOGY, 

OnOH represents 7 different elementary sounds : 

1. ough^ as in ought ot 

2.mgh " iliough bo. 

8. ough " throw^A »r?f. 

4. otfgrA " Qough kof. 

6. ough " tough tuf. 

6. otigh " hough bcp. 

7. ough " \ough lok. 

8. <m^A " hiccot^A hi^kup. 



A Specimen of Phonotypy^ or Phonetic Print. 

A or prxvelz' an opinTun, bat, aftair a sur'tin e^, 
bs mind, lik be bo^i, havii) arivd' at its komplxf siz, 
sxs'iz t^ admit' bat inkrxs' qi£ wx kol imprKV^ment. 
Msmi apxransiz sxm t^i ^ustufi bu£ an (Dpinxjon ; but 
I am inklind' t^f bxhy, bat, bo be mind, at a snr'tin 
e^, me, from seyural koz'iz, co a ten'densi tK bxkum' 
ste'cunari, yet its ten'dsnsi me bx kcpnturakt'ed bi 
€xtror'dinari Egrur^cnn. Ae macxn', bi loq opure'cnn, 
me hav inkurd' bx impsd'iments ov eksesay frik'cun, 
or sum ov be qxlz me bx nxrli worn cpt^ ; but a htl cd 
^tfdi'cusli aplid', and a fk rxporz' in^xfniusli med, me 
rxstor' its mo'cunz and ogmenf its fors«. 

Ae his'tori ov Iitniratur afordz' meoii amimetiq 
cjram'plz t}5 pr«v bat gret wurks me bx produst* affur 
be midl ov lifu Sof'oklxz and Oxfras'tus kompozd' 
ek'selsnt works qen be wer nxrli a bun'dred yxrz oldu 
Or on Mibtun, h?fz " Par'adis Lost" iz an e'fort ov 
men^tal aktiviti x'kwal tv cni euiti'kwiti kan bost, 
did not bxgin^ it\ til hx had ariyd' at bat e^ qen, in 
bx opin'yun ov me'ni, be mind iz rxsxd'iq from 
ebselens. 
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THE THREE ALPHABETS 
Among the numerous phonetic alphabets which have 
been constructed, and which are enumerated in the 
History of th^ Phonetic Reform, page 9, there are but 
three that are in actual use — Comstock's, Pitman's, 
and the Cincinnati Alphabet. The former has already 
been treated of at length ; it now remains to contrast 
the two latter with it. This contrast seems to be ne- 
cessary to a clear understanding of the relative merits 
of the three alphabets, which the friends to the Phonetic 
Reform are so anxious to understand. It is not unfre- 
quently remarked that phonists should first agree among 
themselves respecting the relative merits of these alpha- 
bets. This, however, can hardly be expected, since each 
projector of a phonetic alphabet will naturally adhere 
to his own. Impartial judges may be found among the 
friends to the Phonetic Reform, who must decide upon 
the relative merits of the several alphabets ; and to their 
decision the projectors of the alphabets must necessarily 
submit. 

That the alphabet of Gomstock cannot be changed 
without its entire destruction, must be clear to every 
one who understands that all the old letters are em- 
ployed in the new alphabet in a way which renders it 
extremely convenient, not only for him who is learning 
the English, but for him who is learning other languages, 
that the characters from the Greek are made to repre- 
sent in the English the very sounds to which they are 
appropriated in that classic language, and that those 
not drawn immediately from the Roman, or the Ghreek 
alphabet, which are few in number, are mere modifica- 
tions of letters already in use. 
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PHOHOLOQY. 
PITMAN'S ALPHABET. 

LOKO VOWZLS. 



n 


8e, 




R^ Qo, 


Off, 


in TO. 


eat. 


aefi,aa. 


alms, ally 


ope, 


food. 








Short Yowxls. 






li. 


Ee, 




Aa, Oo, 


Uu, 


Sz. 


A 


edge,/rr, at, 


are, pass, not, nor, 


Ottt,oMr, 


fidL 








Diphthongs. 




1 




ei. 


ai 


, 01, o», 


im. 






by. 


age, Totbe, now. 


neto. 










Consonants. 






Eb. 


ad, 


0q, 


T^g, Bb, Bd, Ff, Gg, Hh, 


ihin, 


<AeD, viciooB, 


Bing, be, do, for, go 


t ^$ 


Jj. 


Kk, 


LI, Mm, Nn, P p. 


Br, S 


8, Tt, 


edflre, 


fting. 


fet, 


me, no, pie, 


roar, so, to, 






Vv, 


W w, T y, Z z. 








*v\- 


rie. 


toe, yet, zed, 
-z ^^^ . 








CINCINNATI ALPHABKl 


1 








Long Voihsls. 






8e. 


:b9. 


ad. 


^%, ja q,, e e 


, Oo, 


(D(D. 


eel. 


earth. 


ale. 


air, arms, ^ all, 
Short Vowels. 


oak. 


ooze. 


U 


E e, 


A 


a, a a, 0, 


Uu, 


Uu. 


ai 


di, 


am, oak, on, 


«P, 


woocL 








Diphthongs. 


* 








*i 


CTor, *5'Tr, "B 


«;. 








toe, 


oil, owl, dtft>e. 










Consonants. 






Pp. 


Bb, 


Tt. 


Dd. ®Q, Jj, 


Kk, 


0,g, 


l»le. 


(ale, 


^ame, 


oEame, c^eer, ^eer. 


came. 


pame, 


Pf, 


Vy, 


Et, 


3d, S s, Z z. 


s;. 


Kg. 


ywn, 


eain. 


thigh, 


%, «eal, zeal, 


aM\, 


Tition, 


LI, 


Kr, 


Mm, 


Nn, "RTp, Yy, 


Ww, 


Hh, 


?a«. 


rare. 


maim, 


nine, sin^r, yea, 


way. 


Aay. 
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COMSTOCK'S ALPHABET, PITMAH'S ALPHABET, AND THE CIN- 
CIMATI ALPHABET, CONTRASTED. 



ale 


arm 


aU 


on 


en 


COXSTOCK. E 6 


A a 


o 


A a 


I X 


Pitman. 8 e 


fl ^ 


O o 


A a 


* i 


Cincinnati. £[ a 


fl q 


e e 


A a 


8 e 


€nd 


tie 


in 


old 


lose 


COMSTOCK. E S 


I i 


I I 


Q ca 


K H 


Pitman. E e 


EI ei 


I i 


CT 9 


TIJ m 


Cincinnati. E e 


* i 


I i 


O o 


(D (D 


on 


tube 


«P 


foU 


out 


CoMSTOCK. 


U B 


U n 


U u 


$ (p 


Pitman. o 


lUJixa 


U u 


S V 


CS^OTJ 


Cincinnati. o 


U H 


U n 


U u 


■y w 


on 


air 


«ar& 


&0W 


diy 


Comstock. Q a 


Q o 


U a 


B b 


D d 


Pitman. 01 oi 


8 8 


E e 


B b 


D d 


Cincinnati. O or 


A % 


B 9 


B b 


D d 


9^7 


rile 


ihen 


«one 


azure 


Comstock. G g 


V V 


A b 


Z z 


J J 


Pitman. G g 


V T 


3 ft 


Z z 


J J 


Cincinnati. G g 


V V 


K d 


Z s 


K 5 


fight 


roU 


mind 


no 


BOJ^y 


Comstock. L I 


R r 


M m 


N n 


U 1) 


Pitman. L 1 


R r 


M m 


N n 


W g 


Cincinnati. L 1 


B X 


M m 


N a 


i2r B 
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1 


wo 


yoke 


yob 


exist 


lat 




€0MST0CK. W W 


Y y 


D <3 


Q ? 


P p 




Pitman. W w 


T y 


DJ ^ 


GZ gi 


P P 




Cincinnati. W w 


Y y 


J J 


OZ gs 


P P 




dn 


iUte 


,^e 


ma 


nn 




GOMSTOCK. T t 


K k 


F f 


8 d 


S 8 




Pitman. T t 


K k 


P f 


H b 


S 8 


7 


Cincinnati. T t 


E k 


F f 


£ t 


S 8 




ocean 


Aat 


wJuA 


fitch 


exercise 




COMSTOCK. C C 


H h 


Q q 


V « 


X X 




Pitman. © g 


H h 


HWhw 


T€3 tQ 


KS ks 




Cincinnati. S J 


H h 


HWhw 


® g 


KS ks 




REMARKS. 







The man of science who may examine these Alpha- 
bets, cannot fail to perceive that both Pitman's and 
the Cincinnati Alphabet are not only unscientific, but, 
in many respects, uncouth. 

1. The intelligent reader will see that, in both these 
alphabets, all the letters which have been borrowed 
from the Greek are appropHated to sounds which they 
do not represent in the Greek. Thus, epsilon {z\ 
which, in the Greek, is appropriated to the sound of e 
as in endj is, in Pitman's Alphabet, made to represent 
the sound of a as in afe, and, in the Cincinnati Alpha- 
bet, the sound of e as in eve ! The capital form of the 
iheta (9), which, in the Greek, is appropriated to the 
sound of th as in thin^ is, in the Cincinnati Alphabet, 
made to represent the sound of a as in aJZ.' And the 
letter («), which, in the Greek, is appropriated to the 
sound of as in JEo^e, ia, in Pitman's Alphabet, made to 



Digitized 



by Google 



PHONOLO.OT. 69 

rjBpresent the sound of t^ as in fuXL^ and, in the Oinoin- 
nati Alphabet, the sound of (m as in out ! 

2. In Pitman's Alphabet, the sound of a as in ale is 
represented by the epsilan (e), and, in the Cincinnati 
Alphabet, by a badly constructed capital B inverted 
(tL a) ! whereas the sound of a as in afe should be re- 
presented by ej because this sound is represented by e 
in the European languages ; and, for the sake of uni- 
formity, as well as eonvenieneey it should be represented 
by it in the English. 

8. In Pitman's Alphabet, the sound of a as in arm 
is represented by {^ 4), and, in the Cincinnati Alpha- 
bet, by (B. q,) ; whereas it should be represented by 
(A a), because this sound is represented by a in the 
European languages ; and, for the sake of uniformity, 
as well as convenience, it should be represented by a in 
the English. The French, Spaniards, and Italians, 
will not be likely to exchange the beautiful, classic 
letters (A a) for either (H a) or (H q,). 

4. In Pitman's, and in the Cincinnati alphabet, the 
letter a is appropriated to the sound of a as in an. 
Now, as this sound does not occur in French, Spanish, 
or Italian, the letter a would have no place in a pho- 
netic alphabet for either of these languages, if said 
alphabet should be founded on Pitman's. Can Mr. 
Pitman suppose that the French, Spaniards, and Ita- 
lians will ever be willing to discard the letter a ! 

5. In Pitman's, and in the Cincinnati alphabet, the 
sound of « as in end is represented by e ; whereas it 
should be represented by epsiUm (e), the letter which is 
appropriated to the same sound in the Greek. 

6. In Pitman's Alphabet, the sound of i as in tie is 
represented by two letters, — ei ! By the first of these 
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letters, when used separately. Pitman represents the 
sound of e as in end; by the second, that of i as in in. 
Hence, according to his theory, the prononn Jis formed 
by the union of e and i, thus, — ei = 1 1 Now the 
sound of a in afe is as much a diphthong as that of i in 
He; and if the latter should be represented by two 
letters because of its diphthongal character, the former 
should also be represented by two letters for the same 
reason. But while Pitman represents the sound of t 
as in ik by two letters, he represents that of a as in 
ah by only one ! Is this consistent ? Besides, his 
combination, ei^ more nearly resembles the sound of a 
in aZe, than that of i in He; though it has not the 
sound of either. When Pitman makes another change 
in his alphabet, which will probably be soon, we would 
recommend, as an improvement, that he represent the 
sound of a in aU by ei, and that of i in He by ui. This 
arrangement would not only be more consistent with 
his theory, but would be a little nearer the truth. Our 
theory of the sounds of a in afe, and % in t'fe, is this : — 
each has its peculiar or characteristic sound for its 
radical, and the sound of i in in for its vanish ; but, 
when uttered interrogatively through a wide interval 
of pitch, it glides into the sound of e in eve. Now let 
us see the application of Pitman's theory. The words 
hind J grindj rindj mind^ windy pintj wHdy &;c., which, 
according to Oomstock, are already phonetic, are, ac- 
cording to Pitman, made phonetic by spelling them 
thus, — beindj greind, reindy meindy weind^ peint^ weiL 
&;c. ! How this simplifies our complicated orthography ! 
7. In Pitman's, and in the Cincinnati alphabet, the 
sound of i as in tn is represented by i. One objection 
to this is, that, as the sound of i as in m is of very 
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frequent occurrence, if represented by i, the page will 
be disfigured by dots. There are some words, as m«en- 
iibilityy ineamprehenMUity^ &;c., in which the sound of i 
as in tn occurs five times ; and, consequently, each of 
these words, in Pitman's characters, would have five 
dotted letters, thus, — insensibiliti, incomprihensibiliti. 
These words, however, in Comstock's characters, would 
not have a single dotted letter, thus, — insensibiliti, 
inkomprihsnsibiliti. 

8. In Pitman's Alphabet the sound of o as in oZi is 
represented by (9), and in the Cincinnati Alphabet, by 
(o), when it might have been more appropriately repre- 
sented by the omega (Q cd), because this letter already 
represents the same sound in the Chreek. 

9. In Pitman's Alphabet the sound of as in lose is 
represented by (ni m),'*' and in the Cincinnati Alphabet, 
by ((IKd), when it should have been represented by (^v), 
the letter which is appropriated to this sound in the 
Greek. 

10. In Pitman's Alphabet the sound of ti as in tule^ 
whieh is a compound of the sound of t as in m, and 
that of K^ as in tro, is represented by two letters (ixa), 
instead of one! besides, the last letter is wroTig — it 
being the letter by which Pitman represents the sound' 
of as in lose, instead of that by which he represents 
the sound of k^ as in 100. It is as improper to repre- 
sent the sound of u in tid>e by two letters, as it is to 
represent the sound of i in isle by two letters : the vowel 
sounds which belong to one note or syllable should 
always be represented by one letter. 

* Here is one of the numeroiu ingtanoeB in which Pitman commits the 
blunder of making the capital and the lower case letter (email letter) of 
different forms; thus increasing nnneeessarily the complexity of his 
ijphabet 

6 
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11. In Pitman's Alphabet, the sound of ou as in outy 
which is a compound, having a peculiar or characteristic 
sound for its radical, and that of tr as in wo for its 
vanish, is not only represented by two letters, but both 
letters are wrong! the first being the letter for the 
sound of as in an ! the second, that for u as in fuU! 
In the Cincinnati Alphabet, the sound of ou as in aut^ 
is indeed represented by one letter, but that letter is 
(k), the character which, in the Greek, is appropriated 
to the sound of o as in lose, and which, of course, should 
be appropriated to the same sound in the English. 

12. In Pitman's Alphabet, the sound of oi as. in o»4 
which is a compound of the sound of a as in all, and 
that of i as in tn, is also represented by two letters i 
the first of which is wrong — it being the letter which, 
when used separately, represents the sound of o as in 
on, instead of that which is appropriated to the sound 
of a as in aU. It must be apparent to every phonist 
that the two sounds in oi as in oil, are too closely united 
in pronunciation to be represented, in phonetics, by two 
letters : for every foreigner who may find these sounds 
represented by two letters in such- words as oil, boil, coH, 
boy, joy, &;c., would be very likely to conclude that there 
are two syllables in each of these words, thus, — o-il, 
bo-il, ko-il, bo-i, ^o-i, &c.' That this false impression 
would be injurious is too obvious to require illustration. 
But there can be no objection to two letters, provided 
they are united, thus, — al, bal, kal, ba, ^a, &;c. In 
the Cincinnati Alphabet, the sounds of oi as in oil, are 
represented by a single letter {^), but, then, this letter 
is not compounded of the two simple letters (oi), by 
which these sounds are represented separately. 

18. In Pitman's Alphabet, the sounds of at as in aiVj 
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wliich are a compound of the sound of e as in end, and 
that of u as in up, are represented by the same letter 
that is appropriated to the sound of a as in afe/ In 
the Cincinnati Alphabet, the sounds of ai as in air are 
represented by a single letter (a^), but, then, this letter 
is not compounded of the two- simple letters (eu) by 
which the sounds are represented separately. By the 
by, the capital (A) is Comstock's letter for the sound 
of a as in ariy and was unceremoniously taken by the 
maker, or makers, as the case may be, of the Cincinnati 
Alphabet. 

14. The Cincinnati Alphabet has a distinct letter (e 9) 
for the sound of ea as in earth! Now, as the sound 
of ea in earth is either that of e in endj or ti in up, or 
the two united, as in the word e'er^ (for each of which 
the Cincinnati Alphabet has a character,) this new letter 
is superfluous. 

15. In Pitman's, and in the Cincinnati Alphabet, the 
sound of th as in then is represented by the complex 
and uncouth characters (^ ^), when it might have been 
represented by the simple and beautiful theUa (A b), a 
letter already appropriated to this sOund, in the Greek. 

In this country many Greek soholars give theUa {h) the sound 
of d, and call it deHa; but the Greeks themselves give it the sound 
of ik in then, and call it iheUa. With the Greeks, iheUa (A b) and 
iheta (® d) are eognate letters. 

16. In the Cincinnati Alphabet the capital letter for 
the sound of 2 as in azure, is the Greek sigma, inverted, 
(S) ! and the small letter, the sign for the apothecary's 
dram, (5) ! How appropriate ! how scientific ! 

17. In Pitman's, and in the Cincinnati Alphabet, the 
flound of ^A as in thin is represented by the uncouth 
and complex characters (^b)^ when it might have been 
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represented by the graceful theta (dd), whicli has the 
advantage of being already appropriated to the same 
sound in the Greek. 

18. In Pitman's Alphabet the capital letter for the 
sound of c as in ocean is the sign for the apothecary's 
scruple inverted {&) ! while the lower case letter is the 
letter c with a tail (q) ! In the Cincinnati Alphabet, 
the capital letter for the sound of e as in ocean, is the 
Greek sigma (S) ! while the lower case letter is the old 
fashioned long s (I) ! which, for many years, has been 
discarded for its ugliness. Now, can the makers of 
these alphabets give any good reason for appropriating 
such uncouth characters to the sound of c as in ocean^ 
and rejecting the c itself, which is a simple and beauti- 
ful letter, and which has the advantage of already re- 
presenting the sound of sh in many words, as G-recian, 
physician^ mimcian, &;c. ? And can Mr. Pitman give 
any good reason for not making his capital letter and 
his lower case letter of the same form ? 

19. In Pitman's, and in the Cincinnati Alphabet, the 
sound of «^A as in what is represented by hw! This is 
a serious blunder, as it is calculated to make a false im- 
pression upon the pupil, and establish a wrong pronun- 
ciation of all words in which wh occurs — hw is a com- 
pound of an aspirate and a subvowelj whereas wh is a 
simple aspirate sound, and, of course, should be repre- 
sented by a single letter. 

20. Neither Pitman's, nor the Cincinnati Alphabet, 
has tone-mark9 to represent the various modifications 
of the voice in reading and speaking. Hence neither 
is adequate to represent sentences phonetically ; indeed, 
a sentence, in any language, printed in the characters 
of either, could not be read by one unacquainted with 
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the language; because he would not know what inflec- 
tion and intonation to give the syllables, nor even where 
to place the accent. An alphabet which merely has a 
letter for every articulate sound, may be said to be 
phonetic as far as the individual Bounds are concerned, 
but not as far as the language itself is concerned : a 
language^ to be phonetically represented, requires not 
only a letter for every elementary sound, but signs for 
accent, inflectionj intonation, &c. 

We think enough has been said to satisfy even ordi- 
nary minds that neither Pitman'^, nor the Cincinnati 
Alphabet is sufficient for the purposes of phonetic re- 
presentation. And it is a matter of wonder with us 
that a single individual should be found in this enlight- 
ened community to advocate either of these unscientific 
monstrosities. 

But some may have the curiosity to know who the 
author of the Cincinnati Alphabet is. We are sorry 
to say we cannot gratify this curiosity. We have 
reason to think, however, that it was got up mainly by 
Mr. Longley of Cincinnati ; at any rate, we understand 
that Mr. Longley, Mr. Prosser, and Mr. Be^n Pitman, 
(now a resident of Cincinnati,) who is a brother of 
Isaac, have agreed to use the alphabet for ten years 
from the 19th of April, 1854. Mr. Benn Pitman says, 
in his Phonetic Primer, that " the Cincinnati Alphabet 
is the joint invention of Isaac Pitman and Alexander 
John Ellis, B.A., of England." Mr. Andrew J. Gra- 
ham, of New York, (who uses Isaac Pitman's Alphabet), 
in commenting on the above assertion of Benn Pitman, 
in his Universal Phonographer for Jan., 1855, says, — 

''After the acquaintance we have had with Cincinnati fairness 
in argoment — 'in its mode of gaining favor for its projects — we 
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cannot say that we are astonished at anything like Mr. [Benn] 
Pitman's assertion in his Phonetic Primer, that the alphabet 
employed in it was the invention of Isaac Pitman and Alexander 
John Ellis. Here for once is a phonetic foundling — an alphabet 
gone begging for its inventor, and claiming a name that don't 
belong to it. Are its real originators ashamed of it ? or do they 
wish to gain for it the inflaenoe of more influential names than 
their own ?" 

Is it not somewhat strange that persons should be 
found, who, while they are unwilling to stand as the 
real parents of their own children, are ready to adopt 
them for at least " ten t/ears ?" But let us see what 
Isaac Pitman himself says. In his Phonetic Journal 
of March 24, 185&, Isaac Pitman uses the following 
language in relation to the Cincinnati Alphabet : — 

"Mr. Longley and Mr. Benn Pitman have made a vow that they 
will not improve any of their bad types for ten years from lost 
April, though the alphabet they employ contains the following 
sixteen uncouth or illegible letters, any one of which would bring 
phonotypy into disrepute with every person of taste who might 
see it: — 

B9, aa, (Da>, a, ^ Be, Uu, 2J, S3, 
^rth, ale, ooze, ask, atr, all, wood, shaM, vinon.'' 

We believe nearly all these " uncouth letters," which 
Isaac Pitman so strongly condemns, have been used by 
himself in some one of his numerous alphabets. But, 
we ask, are not the following fourteen letters, taken 
from Isaac Pitman's present alphabet, (May, 1855,) 
equally uncouth? and would not "any one of them 
bring phonotypy into disrepute with every person of taste 
who might see it ?" — 

$i, H^, CTer, TUm, Rfe, ad, ©g, 
€at, alms, ope, food; thin, then, vicious. 

Mr. Pitman should remember the adage — They who 
live in glass houses should not throw stones. 



Digitized 



by Google 



PHONOLOGY. 6T 

Having shown that Pitman's Alphabet is exceedingly 
defective, we will now demon^rate that his orthography 
(which, of course, indicates his pronunciation) is so bar- 
barous that it renders his publications worse than use- 
less. This any one may see who will examine the fol- 
lowing specimen, the words of which have been taken 
from two or three of the late numbers of " Pitman's 
Phonetic Journal." Although the words, as here given, 
are in Comstock's. phonetic character^, the orthography 
is Pitman's. 

COMSTOCK'S ORTHOGRAPHY, AND THAT OP I. PITMAN, 

CONTRASTED. 
Old Orthography, ComHock^B Orthography. I, Pitman's Orthography, 

Valuable vaLyuabl valiuabcl. 

nature's ne^^ur'z neti^rz. 

exclusion 8xklu\jun ekskl^jon. 

desirable dxzirabl dezeirabel. 

maturer maturur mati^rcir. 

humanizing hu^manizii) hi^maneiziq. 

mutual mu'6ual mi^tinal. 

inviolable inyi»<»labl.. inveioleAcl. 

suggestion sug^£S'6un sudjestion. 

debatable dxbet'abl debet abel. 

neutralize nu^traliz niKtraleiz. 

overpowering ... ovurpcpmriq...... overpoueriq. 

contributions... kontribu^cunz .... kontribxvconz. 

child iild tcsild. 

theology Sxo^lo^i ftxolodji. 

religion rxlr^un relidjon. 

Savior Sev^yur Sevier. 

education e^uke^cun sdivkecon. 

righteousness.... rriusnss reitiusnss. 

spiritual spiritual ».. spiritii^aL 

syllable srlabl silabel. 
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COMSTOCK'S ORTHOGRAPHT, AND THAT OF BENN PITMAN, 
R. P. PROSSBR, AND B. LONGLBY, CONTRASTED. 

Old Orthography, Conutock't Orthography, B, Pttman'a Orthography, 

Question kwES*6un kwsstyon. 

future fij*6ur futyur. 

leisure hjur ^ Ixjyi^r. 

February Febvuari Fcbrnari. 

execution ........ exiku'cun eksxkucon. 

actually ab6uali aktyuali. 

suggests sug^est^ surest. 

axiom ak'cum aksiom. 

eagerness x^gurnss xgemes. 

ever e^vur ever. 

colors ku^lurz ,.. kulorz. 

emblazoned emble^znd smblezond. 

reasonably ...... rx^znabli rxzonabli. 

contemplation... kontemple'cun.... kontemplecon* 

luxury lubcuri luksyuri. 

Savior Sev^yur Sevyor. 

endeavors ; . ende^vurz ends vorz. 

London Lun^dun Lundon. 

warmer wormmr wormer. 

Note. — The stereotyping of this work was commenced more 
than three months ago ; but a press of business has prevented its 
completion till the preslsnt time, July 26, 1855. 

Since the preceding Remarks were sent to the stereotyper, we 
have received several numbers of ** Pitman's Phonetic Journal." 
In that of June 30th, Pitman announces to his patrons that he 
will make another change in his alphabet on the first of September 
next! and then commence the republication of his phonetic books 
in the new alphabet.* 

* The reader will observe that the prediction on page 60 is likely to be 
falfiUed even before Pitman 8haU have had an opportunity to profit by our 
fluggestion. 
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THE PAMPHONETICON: 

A UNIVERSAL ALPHABET; OR, AN ALPHABET FOR ALL 
LANGUAGES. 

This Alphabet oomprifles all the letters of the Phonetic Alphabet for ih« 

English Language, with additional ones to represent 

sounds peculiar to foreign languages. 

ADVANTAGES OF THE PHONETIC ALPHABET. 

Comstogk'b Phonetio Alphabet is the common, or Boman 
alphabet; not only so extended, by the addition of new letters, 
that there is a character for every articulate sound, but so 
improved by the introduction of signs for the various modifi- 
cations of the voice in speech, that there is a character for 
every accent, inflectiony tntonattariy &c. Hence it must be 
considered a perfect alphabet. The adoption of this alphabet 
would be attended with the following important advantages : — 

1. It would give stability to the orthography and pronunci- 
ation of every word in the knguage. 

2. It would enable one who has become versed in th^ ele- 
mentary principles, to spell any word that he hearzy and to 
pronounce any word that he sees, with readiness and accuracy. 

3. It would enable one to spell and read in one-twentieth 
the time required by the present absurd and barbarous ortho- 
graphy. Hence, in acquiring an education,^ there would be a 
great saving not only of money , but of timcy which is more 
valuable than money. 

4. It would render the teaching and the learning of the 
English language,, which, by the old theory, are extremely 
irksome, highly interesting. 
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5. It wonld be inyaluable, even as a means of teaching tbe 
present orthograpbfy ; for, by it, a perfect knowledge of tbe 
language migbt be acquired in one half the time whicb is ab- 
solutely necessary to become but partially acquainted with it 
by means of the common, or Roman alphabet. 

6. It would enable millions, who otherwise would remain 
forever ignorant of the use of letters, to teach themselves to 
lead, and, consequently, to acquire an education. 

7. It would not only preclude the necessity of pronouncing 
dictionaries,' but interdict provincialisms; because, according 
to this theoiy, all words are spelled as they are pronounced, 
and, consequently, pronounced as they are spelled, every gra- 
phic word being a perfect Daguerreotype of the vocal word 
which it represents. 

8. As the process of spelling phoneticalfy consists in utter- 
ing, in their consecutive order, the dementaty sounds of the 
words, instead of the names of the letters^ the adoption of this 
alphabet would necessarily render articulation and pronuncia- 
tion perfect, 

9. By means of this alphabet, which consists not only of 
letters, but of ton^-marJes^ an author may transmit to posterity 
the exact sense reading of his works. Hence, all ambiguity 
would be obviated, as but one construction could be given to 
his language. 

10. As, in phonetic spelling, most of the words have fewer 
letters than are employed in our present orthography, this 
alphabet would enabler a writer to put more matter upon the 
same page. 

11. By means of this alphabet, a knowledge of just elocu- 
tion would be implanted in the mind of the student, in the 
very incipienf, as well as in eveiy subsequent stage of his 
education. Hence no one, properly educated through the 
medium of the Phonetic Alphabet| could possibly be a bad 
leader^ or a bad speaker. 
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12. Tlie Phonetic Alphabet woTild greatly facilitate the 
Btudy of laDguages; because the same sound is iuTariably 
represented by the same letter in all the languages in which 
the sound occurs^ and because the tone-marks enable the 
learner to give a foreign language the same elocutionary 
expression that is given to it by one to whom the language is 
vernacular. 

13. The adoption of this alphabet would not only be the 
means of greatly advancing the cause of science and litera- 
ture^ but would be invaluable to the missionary in dissemi- 
nating a knowledge of the gospel among the heathen. 

True, there are alphabets that claim to be phonetioy by 
which some of these advantages could be realized; but, as 
they have no tone-marks, and not even a letter for every 
articulate sound, the inducement to adopt one or all of them, 
whether native or exotic, is not sufficient. Before the world 
will be willing to suffer the inconveniences of introducing a 
new alphabet, they must be satisfied that the alphabet has no 
defects ; — that it is perfect in its parts. Hence, so long as 
there is any deficiency, either in letters or in tone-marks, th)a 
world will be likely to reject every application for its adoption. 
But an alphabet with a letter for every articulate sound, and 
a full set of appropriate tone-marks, must meet the approba- 
tion and hearty support of all, whether Greek, French, Ger- 
man, Spanish, Italian, or Ohinese. Our common, or Roman 
alphabet, with these improvements, universally adoptisd, would 
be^ the lever by which the people, individually, could elevate 
themselves, and by which, collectively, they could move the 
world itself. With this view of the subject, we trust that the 
friends of education, of morality, and of religion, will use 
their individual, as well as their collective efforts, to promote 
the introduction of the Phonetic Alphabet as speedily as pos- 
sible among all the nations of the earth. 
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PHONOLOGY. 



THE PAMPHONETICON: 

A UNITEBSAL ALPHABET; OB, AN ALPHABET FOB ALL LANOUAOES 
BY ANDREW COMSTOCK, M. D. 

Tbi8 Alphabet oompriBes all the letters of the Phonetic Alphabet for the 
Eoglish Lan^age, with additional ones to represent sounds peculiar to 

. foreign languages. The sound of each letter is shown by the t'to^te letter 
in the word or words in the same horizontal line. 



VOWKT*. 


ENGLISH. 


FRENCH. 


SPANISH, 


ITALIAN. 


A a 


arm 




las 


padre 


arte 


A *, 






Id 




matto 


Aa' 


on 










E e 


ale 




sts 


bueno 


velo 


8 


dare 




t^te 




erba 


e 8. 


^nd 




b^Ue 




per 


T 1 


ile 








to 




eve 




ile 


Dm 


in 








tl 








bl (Russian) 










m 










T T 


•T/xer^ (Gr.) 


m 






r I 






une 






U a 


tube 










Uii 






jeu 






Uu 


up 




3^ 






Q CO 


old 




tr^e 


OTO 


dolce 





OjXlXpQV 


(Gr.) 


bonne 




dotto 


H Tf 


lose, *«Tig (Gr 


.) fot^le 


BUT 


mwro 


U U 


Ml 




poule 




tttttO 


o 


all 













on 










a a 


otl 










<S> <f 


out 






auna 


catiSA 


CONSONAiraS. 










B b 


Jow 




5eau 


Jravo 


bene 


Pp 


pit 




|7lan 


pena 


yadre 
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CONSONANTS, ENGLISH. 


FRBNOH. 


SPANISH. 


ITALIAN. 


D d 


day 


don 


dedo 


di 


T t 


tin • 


femps 


fecho 


tVL 


Gg 


^^ay 


^rai 


^olpe 


gusto 


Kk 


Arite 


cdte 


calle 


COSdk 


r 7 


yofAfwt (Greek) 
xAoj; (Gr.) 


yota 


6U(5JJ (Ger, 


V V 


wle 


trae 


i;aron 


i;engo 


F f 


/amo 


fi^e 


/acil 


/oro 


V T 






. poJre 




A b 


tkm 


6^ra(Gr.)dad 




& 


thm 




faeU 




Z z 


zone 


2?^ro 




ro«a 


S 8 


«in 


«iir 


«ol 


se 


J J 


asnire 


youe 






C c 


«Aade 


chs,t 






L 1 


flght 


Ijre 


Znna 


Zibro 


L 1 




siScZe 






L I 


wola (Polish) 








R r 


roU 


rue 


raro 


re 


R r 




maitre 






Mm 


wet 


movi 


mano 


mano 


Mm 




prisme 






N n 


no 


non 


nada 


no 


N n 




achm 






Wi) 


eong 








Pfn 




bon 






Ww 


wo 




hueso 


qwanto 


Qq 


what 








Yy 


yoke 


filZe 


verba 




X X 


xr(Gr.) 


iSi^ (German) 




D^ 


yob 






^enio 


Cft 


etch 






certo 


Q? 


ea:ist ^ 


e2»ct 






Xx 


fi:c 


sea;e 


eartra 




Ila 


nain (Arabic) 








Hh 


Aut 








Hh 


hem I 
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Pamphoneticon (from f<ar, all ; tcM^um, Yocal sonnds, and 
ttc, ooUeotion) comprises, in its signification^ not only a letter 
for every elementary sound in all the languages of the ^lohe, 
but characters for the various modifications of the voice in 
speech; namely, accent^ inflection, intonation^ modulation, 
force, and time. Such an assemblage of letters and tone- 
marks is called a phonetic alphabet, and language, written or 
printed in such an alphabet, is called phonography. 

Phonography (from t<*^, voice, and ypat«, to write, to 
delineate), as a science, respects the philosophy, the principles, 
of articulate sounds as a means of communicating thought 
^m mind to mind ; and, as an art, the true representation of 
these sounds, as well as their various modifications (accent, 
inflection, intonation, modulation, force, and time) by means 
of written or printed characters. 

The Pamphoneticon, or Universal Alphabet, is con- 
structed on the foUomTig practical principles : — 

1. All the letters of the old alphabet are not only employed 
in the Phonetic Alphabet, but in a way which produces as 
little novelty as possible in the face of any printed language. 
Hence he who is familiar with any partioi^dar language in the 
Boman, or even in the Greek characters, can very readily 
master the pronunciation of any language printed in the 
Phonetic Alphabet 

2. Wherever a Greek letter represents a sound for which 
the Boman alphabet has no fixed character, the Greek letter is 
employed to represent this sound. Hence, in whatever lan- 
guage this sound may occur, the same Greek letter will be 
found, when the language is printed in the Phonetic Alphabet. 
And, as in every civilized country the Greek is studied, it 
follows that he who meets with this Greek letter in the Pho- 
netic Alphabet, or in Phonetic print, finds a character with 
which he is perfectly familiar. 

3. The capital and the small letter of each pair of new 
letters are of the same shape; even, in numerous instances 
of letters which are modifications of old ones, the capital and 
corresponding small letter are alike in form; and the com- 
pound letters are constructed of the simple letters whose 
sounds they represent; in sixteen out of the tioenty-four 
letters which represent votoel sounds, the capital and the small 
letter of each pair are of the same shape. The advantage of 
this is, that when the pupil has learned the capital, he has 
learned the small letter also ; and vice versa. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER IN GREEK. 

As pronounced hy Christophorus Plato Castanis, of 

Qreecej the author of an " Essay on Ancient and 

Modem LanguageSy' ^^The Cheek ExiUy' ^c. 



ExPLAKATiON. — The first line is the original Greek ; the second com- 
prises the same words in Oomstock's Alphabet, and the third is a literal 
translation in this alphabet. 

As Gomstook's accentual marks represent in/lection and intonatum, as 
well as accent, one who is entirely utMcquainted with the Greek, may read 
this classic language, in his alphabet, with perfect ease, and with the satne 
modifications of the Yoice, the same elocutionaiy expression, as a natlTe 
of Hellas. 



Pa'ter imQn' o en txs Kranxs\ ayxas&x'to to 

Pa'bur ov us h^ [art] in be he^vnz, ha'loed bx be 

Svojud <w iX^irta ^ fiouriXeia aw yey/j^TJTO) 

<>noma^ sk» : cl&e'to x vasilx^a swi : yenxOx'to 
nem^ ov bx« : let kum be kiqnlain ov bx\ : let bx dun 

rd ^eXrjfid ce, otq Iv oupaof&f xal eizl rrjq pjq' rdv 
to delxma' 89, cas en vranca', ke epi' txs yxs% : ton 
be wil ov bx, az in hevn, s(o on bx urd%: be 

&pTatv Ijfimv rbv hctobaiov dd^ i)fiiv <njfiepov' xcii 
aKon irnxow ton epiK'sion bos xmxn' sx'meron: ke 
bred ov us, be de'li, . giv tK us t^-de^ : and 

a^eg ijiiiiv rd d^eiXijfJLara i^iia>Vj &^ xai ^p£i^ 

a'fes xmxn' ta ofzlz'niata xracon', cas ke xmxs' 
forgiv tK us be dets ov us, az ol'so wx 

difiepjsv roT^ dystXirat^ -^/xwv xal firi eiffeviyxrj^ ^/^a? 
afi'emen txs ofxle'tes imcom : ke mx xseneij'gxs xmas' 
forgiv be det^urz ovuB\: and not Ixd .us 
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e?c netpauTfidv dXXd fioaax "^ftaq 4ird too icovripoo^ 

xs pxrazmon' ala* rx'se xmas' apcK tK ponxrw^ 

in't^ temte'cun, but dxli'vur us from 5x x»vl: 



Bn 


ffoo etfTcv ^ fiofftXeia xal ij dovafit^ xai 


QtX 


SK' cs'tin X vasilx'a ke x bxnamis ke 


for 


tT5 bi iz be kiij'dum, and be pcjpoiry and 



X box'a xs tvs e comas. Amxnu 
be gloTi, for bx e^^iz. Amsn*. 



THE APPROVED ENGLISH VERSION. 

(In both the Old and the New Orthography.) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Or Fa'bur hw art in he^vn, ha'lQsd bx bi nemu 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth, as it 
Ai kii]'dum kum«. Ai wil bx dun on urd, az it 

18 in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
iz in he^vn. GiV us bis de (pr de'li brsdi. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And forgiv us <pr dets, az wx forgiv (pr detmrz. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
And Ixd us not in'tK tsmte'cun, but dxli'vur us from 

evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
x*vl: For bin iz be kiij'dum, and be pcpoir, and 

the glory, forever. Amen. 
be glcDTTi, for8»vur. Ameuu 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER IN FRENCH, 

Ab pronounced by Alexandre Pantoleon, A. M., of 

France^ now Professor of Languages in the Vocal 

and Polyglot Gymnasium^ Philadelphia. 

Explanation. — The first line is the French, in the old orthography; 
the second comprises the same words in Comstock's Alphabet, and the third 
is a literal translation in this alphabet. 

Notre Pfere qui es aux cieux, ton nom soit 
Nptr Psr ki o'z o siu^, tcaii nc9i\ swa 
Or Fa'bur hK art in be lie*vnz, bi nem bx 

Banctifi^ ; ton rfegne vienne ; ta volont^ soit faite 
sai\ktifiei; tcoix reny vism; ta vol o rite' swa fet 
haloed; M kii)'dum kum«; bi wil bx dun 

sur la terre comme au ciel. Donne nous aujourd*hui 
sxr la tor kom o sieL. Don n«'z oj^rdxi' 
on bx ur& az in he^vn. Giv us t^-de' 

notre pain quotidien, et pardonne nous nos offenses 
notr p8i\ kotidxEi\*, e pardon' nK nco'z of^ns' 
(pr bred de*li, and forgiv us cpr tres'pasiz 

comme aussi nous pardonnons k ceux qui nous ont 
kom osx' nw pardonon'z a su ki nn'z can't 
az ol'sca wx forgiv tu boz hw us hav 

offenses; et ne nous abandonne point ^ la 
ofaivse^; e nu n^'z abandon' pw8r\'t a la 
ofend'ed; and not us aban'dun not tK bx 

tentation, mais d^livre nous du malin ; car ^ 

tai\ta8iG3i\', mo delxvr' nn dr malon*; kar a 

temte'cun, but dxli'vur us from bx xwlwun ; for tK 

toi appartient le r^gne, la puissance, et la 
twa apartxei\' lu reny, la pxisans', e la 
bx bxloi)Z' be kii]'dum, be pcjp'ur, and be 

gloire aux siecl^s des si^cles. Amen, 

glvar C9 Biekl do siekk Amem. 

glo'ri for e^'iz oy e^'iz. Ameuw 
6* 
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THE LORD'S PRATER IN CELTIC, 

As pranourieed by Dr. John Robbrton, of Seotlandf 

now Professor of Ancient and Modem 

Languages^ in Philadelphia, 

Explanation. — The first line is the Geltie, in the old orthography ; the 
second comprises the same words in Oomstock's alphabet; and the third is 
a literal translation in this alphabet. 

Ar n-Athair a ta air neamh; ga naombaichear 
Ar n-A'xr a ta er nyev*; gK nu've\ar 
Or Fa'bur hw art in he^vn; bat bx halloed 

t' ainm ; tbigeadb do rioghacbd ; deanar do tboil 
t* anim%; bi'ga do nm\t; dye'nar do bal 

bi nem%; Ist kum bi kiq'dum; let bx dun bi Wil 

uir an talamb mar a nitbear air neamb. Tabbair 
er an ta'luv mar a nx'ar cr nyev*, Ta'vcr 

on bx ur& az bat me bx dun in bswD. Git 

dbuinn an diugb ar n'aran laitbeil; agus maith 
7«ny an dyu ar n-a'ran Wsl; a'gus mi 
tK us be de (pr bred de'li ; and forgiYf 

dbuinn ar fiacba ambuil mar a mbaitbeas sinne d' ar 
yuny ar fx'a\a anril mar a va'yas cx'nx d* ar 
vs us ({ir det lik az bat forgiv wx tH cpr 

lucbt-fiacb. Agus na leig am buireadb sinn, ach 
l^Xj-ft^aX- A'gus na leg am bnaruy cimi, ax 
dsf-pxpL And not let go ints temte'cun us, but 

saor sinn o olc; oir is leatsa an riogbachd, 
sur ci'ni 09 olb; or is lyet'sa an rxnixt, 
dxli'vur us from x^vl; for iz tw bx be kii)'dum, 

agus an cumbacbd^ agus a' gloir, gu siorruidb. 
a'gus an kH'va\t, a'gus a' ylor, g« cxrrnx, 
and be pqp'ur, and be glo'ri, tv e'vur-mn^ii). 

Amen. 
Amenw 
Ameni* 
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[From the Jackson Patriot.] 

A lECTURE ON PHONETICS, 

By John McLean^ M. D., ofJacksorij Michigan, Professor of Materia 
Medica in the Bush Medical College at diicago; delivered before 
the Jackson County Teachers^ Lutiiute, on Wednesday evening, 
October 2Sih, 1847. 

Labixs and Qentlbmen: 

We propose this eyening, to make a few remarks upon the 
subject of Phonetics, which has of late been attracting considera- 
ble attention from many learned individaals, in varions parts of 
the world. It first originated in America; but, at the present time, 
it is not confined to this country, but has crossed the Atlantic, 
and is now taking deep root in different countries in Europe. 

In our first setting out, it may be well for us to define what we 
. mean by the term Phonetics, so that you may follow us under- 
standingly, as we proceed with our subject. It is derived from 
the Greek, and properly signifies Vocal Science^ or the science of 
the voice. Webster's definition is, the science of the elementary 
sounds uttered by the human voice in speech. 

Phonetics may be divided into two grand divisions, viz : Pho- 
nography and Phonotypy. 

Phonography means writing by sound, or by the voice. In the 
English language there are thirty-eight elementary sounds, which, 
by their varied combinations, produce all the variety of words 
with which our language abounds. In Phonography, each of 
these elementary sounds is represented by a distinct character or 
letter. Then, instead df having but twenty-six letters, the alphar 
bet must be increased to thirty-eight, which makes an addition 
of twelve new characters. In the most approved systems of Pho- 
netics, the number of letters is forty-four. These additional six 
letters are compounds, representing compound sounds. For in- 
stance, there is a character for the sound of oi in oil; this cha> 
racter is called oy. There is another character for ai in air, &q. 
As the elementary sounds of which these are made up modify 
each other, and easily run together, they are very properly repre- 
sented by a nngle character, which in Comstook's Phonetic Al- 
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phabet are so made that they represent, in part, the two original 
letters. 

Phonography may be divided into long-hand script Phonograr 
phy, and short Phonography. The short-hand is that which, in 
consequence of the greatest simplicity and brevity being observed 
in the construction of characters, contracts the writing to the 
shortest possible degree. This division may again be divided into 
full, corresponding, and reporting styles. 

Our object at this time, is not to give any instruction in this 
style of writing, nor to show its advantages, nor to advocate its 
general adoption. In this respect, many may be somewhat dis- 
appointed in regard to the nature of this lecture. We consider 
rapid writing of but little importance, compared with the great 
object of possessing a natural and correct system of orthography ; 
one that is founded on nature, governed by fixed and unalterable 
principles, applicable to every word in the English language, and 
totally distinct from that lawless arrangement of letters, which 
characterizes our present orthography. 

The subject of this Lecture, then, will be upon the general 
principle of so improving our alphabet, that there shall be a 
distinct character for every simple sound in our language ; and 
of altering our orthography, so that words shall be spelled by 
such letters only as are necessary to express theb sound ; that is, 
they should be spelled exactly as they are pronounced. There 
should not be any silent and unmeaning letters ; every one should 
help, and every one should have its appropriate sound, no matter 
where it is placed. 

The long-hand resembles our common script — All the old letters 
are retained, and enough new ones, resembling them in general 
appearance, are added, to constitute a distinct character for each 
simple sound in the English language* This style very much 
resembles our common hand, and is the style which will be brought 
into general use, and will, I hope, soon supersede the old ortho* 
graphy. It is about twenty-five per cent, shorter than the present 
system, is easy of execution, perfectly legible,) and appropriate 
for^U legal purposes. 

Phonotypy is the same system of orthography, applied to print- 
ing. In this, according to Oomstock's system, which I think the 
best, by far, that has ever appeared, all the characters. of the old 
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alphabet are retained, and the new ones added (resembling them 
in general appearance) are sufficient to make a character for each 
of the simple, or elementary soands in onr langnage. For the 
sake of brevity, there are also added six compound letters or 
characters, which represent two sounds. In this respect, it cor* 
responds exactly to the script alphabet The general appearance 
of the new is similar to that of the old, and the characters, unlike 
those of Pitman, are symmetrical and perfectly distinct, from 
each other. 

At the present time, there appears to be two rival systems, but 
the main objects and features are the same, although they differ 
materially in some of their details. 

Notwithstanding they somewhat differ, they are both laboring 
for the accomplishment of the same great object, and are rapidly 
advancing this great and glorious work, and will soon bring about 
a change in our barbarous orthography. 

Having made these few general remarks, we will now ^ve a 
brief history of Phonetics. 

America may pride herself that the first individual who en* 
deavored to make a radical change in the letters of speech, and 
bring into use a Phonetic representation, was Dr. Benjamin 
l^nklin. At Philadelphia, and at London, that distinguished 
philosopher sowed those seeds which have sprung up, and are 
now promising " a rich harvest.'' 

Previous to the time of Franklin, others originated Phonetio 
alphabets, but they were so defective that they only made our 
difficult orthography more difficult, for which weighty reasons 
they never obtained public favor. 

Dr. Franklin, both in England and America, did much to lay 
the foundation for Phonetics. He wrote .and corresponded much, 
with literary persons of both sexes, in both countries. He gave 
currency to the anecdote of the chambermaid, who insisted that 
y-f spelled wife. He aroused a Phonetic spirit that has never 
slumbered, and which now has reached perfection, in the system 
of Dr. Andrew Gomstock. 

In 1768, Franklin practiced his theory in London, of which I 
haye specimens in my possession, which I can exhibit to the 
curious. After Franklin had originated bis system, it was followed 
by many ^thers for a period of 70 years ; but all of which were 
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more or leas imperfeei, until the genias of Dr. Comstock, aided 
by hie highlj-oultivated ear, in distingnishing the nioe ehadee of 
diiferenoe between the elementary sounds of oar language, and 
by tiie labors of bis predecessors, was enabled to present to the 
world a beautiful and perfect system. 

In 1789, Noab Webster, author of the dictionary, published aa 
enay in faror of spelling according to sound. He, howoTer, 
employed the old letters only, and in order to make up for the 
deficiency of letters, he employed a combination of them, so as 
to rei^sent the remaining simple sounds. Thus, for long e, he 
employed two ee's ; for broad a, an, &o, ; and for a few of the 
YOwel sounds, he reccMnmended the addition of marks to the old 
eharaoters. In the preface to hb dictionary, he warmly advocates 
a uniform system of vocai representation. 

In 1793, Dr. William Thornton published his orthoepio theory. 
In consequence of representing several of the simj^e sounds by 
two or more diaracters, as, for instance, i by ai, his system was 
rather cumbrous and ill-looking, and consequentiy found but little 
fiiTor with the puMic. 

In 1798, James Ewing published, at Trenton, his Oolumbian 
alphabet 

In 1808, Wm. Pelham published at Boston a system of nota- 
tion, in which he printed Basselas. He formed no new letters, 
but represented the different sounds of the vowels by accents, 
which he placed' over them, after the manner of the Arabic. 

In 1813, Thomas Embree published, at Philadelphia, his ortho- 
graphy. 

In 1827, James Rush, of Philadelphia, published a work en- 
tided ** The Philosophy of the Human Yoice.'^ He arranged the 
elements under three general heads, viz., tonics, sub-tonics, and 
atonies. He admitted but thirty-five elementary sounds in the 
English language. 

In 1836, N. Nash published his system of orthography. The 
eharaoters of his alphabet were aU of the same length, and very 
unlike those in common use. 

In 1841, The Literary Reformer, edited by the Rev. Mr. Beards- 
ley, A. J. Carter, and Edward Hutava, made its appearance. at 
St. Louis. The letters in which it was printed were all of the 
same length. Mr. Beardsley, like Rush, acknowledged but thirty* 
five elementary sounds. 
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An offioer of Uie anny inTested a new Byttem of orthography, 
vhieh was lithographed at Baltimore in the year 1843. 

In 184^, iBenjamin Antrim published at Philadelphia a work 
entitled Panto^rapby, which contained more than fifty speounens 
of different alphabets. 

In 1837, Mrl Rich began to work in good earnest in this great 
xeformatioh ; and in 184S, he began to talk and lecture on the 
subject for the purpose of obtuning objections and the opinions 
of the learned,, so that he might thereby the better perfect his 
system. In the Monroe Democrat, of Rochester, N. T., June Ist, 
1847, in giying a history of his labors, he speaks as follows: — 
<* Early in 1844, I sent to our National Congress a memorial, in 
which I set forth eight chief reasons for this reformation, which 
have since, in England, been copied into several periodicals, and 
extensively circulated in that country and this. I set forth its 
possibility and feasibleness, my own refdrmed alphabet, with pre- 
liminary and .subsequent remarks, and my answer to the principal 
objections. This memorial the House of Representatives heard 
and printed, to extend in the nation the knowledge, the considera- 
tion, and the discussion of the geneM subject, m an ot^ect of 
polUieat ecmumyj' (See.Honse Documents, No. 126, of the 28th 
Oongressj first session, which yon may read and consider at your 
leisure.) * 

In 1843, Isaac Pitman, of Bath, England, commenced publisb- 
ing a Pfaonotypc Journal. He has published several alphabets, 
and the one he now uses he considers defective. Much of his 
pronunciation is in bad taste, and wholly unfit for the United 
States. 

About the first of January, 1847, Andrews and Boyle oom- 
menced publishing, at Boston, a weekly Phonoiypio newspaper. 
Their alphabet is one which Pitman formerly employed, but has 
BOW rejected. It is, however, with but few exceptions, the same 
as that which Pitman now employs. 

In 1831, Dr. Andrew Oomstock, of Philadelphia (who has been 
long engaged in teaching practical elocution, and is the author 
of one of the most popular works on this subject now extant), 
commenced, by his charts of the elements of utterance, to pave 
the way for a Phonetic reform. His elocution was published in 
1841, and is now used in many of our colleges, and other institih 
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tiona of learning. In 1846, his Phonology made its fippearanoe, 
and in September following, he oommenoed his l^onetio Mag»- 
line, a monthly periodical, devoted, to this oaose.* He has pub- 
lished a number of works in his Phonetie alphabet^ and is oojt- 
stantly engaged in getting out others. • . 

Among the Phonetio works issued by him, ard the Phonetio 
Beader, containing a selection of pieces, classical ai^d moral, in 
prose and in Terse ; and the Phonetic Speaker, consisting of read? 
ing exercises in Comstock's Elocution, and the l^ew Testament. 
He writes me that he intends to labor indefatigably in the caus^ 
until a revolution is effected in our barbarous orthography. ' In 
addition to his alphabet, he has invented signs to designate every 
variety of tone and modulation. These perfect the Phonetie 
system, and render it admirably calculated to make correct and 
graceful readers ; and in a much shorter time than by any other 
system. It needed an elocutionist to perfect this system, and it 
has, after so long a period, fallen into the proper hands ;. and what 
Pranklin commenced in America, Dr. Oom^tock bids fair U) aor 
complish. He has reduced it to a system, natural, plain, and 
simple — so natural and simple, that all who become acquainted 
with it, admire and adopt it. Having said .this much of its his- 
tory, we will now speak of the practicability of its adoption. 

It is objected to this reform, that it is attended with inconv»* 
niences and difficulties. This is a very natural objection, and 
always occurs when any reformation is proposed. All reformer^ 
and all refori^iationB, have had to meet with stern opposition. . 
The question, then,' is not whether there will be difficulties or in- 
conveniences, but whether the difficulties may not be overcome ; 
and when surmounted, whether the conveniences will not be greater 
than the inconveniences. In the case of Phonetics, the difficulties 
are only in the beginning of the practice. They maj^ be overcome 
in one day, and then the advantages are lasting, and we shall be 
reaping the benefits of it in every word we read, and in every word 
we write. 

As to those who do not spell well (which mako up tho greatest * 
part of those who read and write, say about ninety-nine per cent), 
the difficulty of learning to spell well would be far less in Pho- 
netics than in Heterotypy. In spelling, we naturally fall into the 
Phonetio mode, as much as our imperfect alphabet will admit of; 
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add most of our present bad spelling is only bad becanse it is 
ooDtrary to Oar ^present bad rules. In Pbonetiosy what is now 
called bad spelling would be called good spelling. 

The difficulty of learning to spell well, according to our present 
orthography, is so great, that few ever accomplish it ; and the 
^at.mass.of mipikind write on to old age, without being able to 
acquire it 

..The oppose]^, pf reform object to this, becanse, they say, our 
etymologies would be lost, and we 'could not ascertain the mean- 
ing of words. In ireply to this, we would say, that etymologies 
are at present very uncertain, but such as they are, tiiiey could 
be found in old books. 

In course of time; words change their meaning as well as their 
spelling and prononcialion ; and we do not look to etymology for 
theit present mdamng. In answering this objection, Br. Franklin 
says : - - *' If I should call a man a kni^ye and a yillain, he would 
hardly be satisfied with my telling him that one of these words 
origipally signified only a lad or a servant, and the other an under 
ploughman, or the ^habitant of a village. It is from present 
usage only that the meaning of words is to be determined.'' 

Another objection^ frequently raised, is, that the distinction be- 
tween words of similar sound but different spelling would be lost. 
This distinction is already destroyed in pronunciation, and we 
rely on the semse alone of the sentence to ascertain the meaning. 
In speaking, we have no difficulty in ascertaining the meaning 
of such words. Then why should. there be in Phonetic writing, 
when we have the. whole sentence before us, and can take as much 
time as we please, to see the relation its respective parts have to 
each other. If there is any fault here, it is in the language itself, 
and not in the orthography. Phonetics has nothing to do with 
the structure of language. Its office is to represent sounds in thd 
most natural and easy way, by appropriate characters. 

Another Objection is, that all the books now written would be 
useless. Ail who can now read them would not be likely to for- 
get the use of th<un. Others would long learn to read them, 
though they practiced the Phonetic system. 

An inconvenience of this character actually happened in Italy. 
At one time all its people spoke and wrote the Latin ; but as the 
language changed, the spelling followed it. If the spelling had 
8 
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not ohanged with the. hngiiAge, the Italiaa would find It mach 
moie diffioidt to learn to read and write hia language than at ' 
present 

The spelling of the English language haa nnder^ne great 
changes. By these changes, many works haTio been rendered 
unintelligible^ until reprinted in a new spelling. The change 
that we contemplate, is not any greater than those that have 
taken place, and it is much more easy, and is perfectly naturaL 
The former changes have been difficult and arbitrary.. Here is a 
specimen of the orthography of the thirteenth century :— - ^ 

** Herene goth abovte the nrthe." 

We see, then, that changes have taken place in purortbography, 
and they will continue to take place, until it is placed upon a 
natural basis, goremed by fixed and unalterable i^inciples;' This 
is the design of Phonology. 

Now is the time to surmount whatever. diffioulUes and inconve- 
niences may present themselves ; for sooner or later the change 
must be effected, and it can be done now with greater ease than 
at any other period. If the public were disposed to make the 
change, the difficulty of effecting it now would be so small ihat it 
would scarcely be worth taking into consideration. 

All who can now read and write would overcome the difficulty 
in one day, and those who cannot read or write would learn to do 
so by the principles of Phonetics in one-'sizth of the time it would . 
require to learn them in Heterotypy. It would.be avast saving, 
even at the commencement. Shall not we, who can read in He- 
terotypy, forego the labor of one or two days, for the purpose of 
saving those who cannot, and the rising generation, years of. un- 
necessary toil? Saying nothing of the beauty and simplicity of 
the system, would not the spirit of Christianity and beneyolence 
prompt us to do so T . 

But still the objector objects ; and it is said that the silent letters 
should be retained, and tiiat by leaving them out, as we propose 
to do, would, in a great measure, destroy the force ''and beauty of 
words. For instance, they say that if ghost were spelled without * 
the A, it would look as if lacking in an important part, and its 
force and beauty of pronunciation would, in a great measure, be 
destroyed. 
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There is some considerable force in this objection, m any one 
can readily see, by giving silent letters to other words ; and to 
correspond with ghost, we might improve the spelling of poH by 
adding h after j9, thus, jpAor/; and the spelling of bays by adding 
A after b, thus, bhoys; and it might be rendered still more ex- 
pressive by placing an apostrophe after 6, thus, Vhoy», This is 
quite an improvement of modern date, and we are forced to admit 
that silent letters give much expression to words, and the more 
of them the better, and for this weighty reason, they should be 
retained, and others, also, should be added I 

Another objectioh to Phonetics is, that it is altering our lan- 
guage. In reply to this we would say that Phonotypy does not 
contemplate any such change, but on the contrary is calculated to 
preserve our language in its greatest purity. Words are impressed 
upon paper exactly as they are pronounced ; and when works are 
prepared in accordance with the pronunciation of our best speakers, 
every one who reads them in Phonotypy must give and will ac- 
quire the same pronunciation. 

We will read a passage from the New Testament, published ia 
Oomstock's Phonetic Alphabet, in order to show that it does not 
in the least alter our language; and here we will pronoonee each 
word exactly as it is written. [Reads.] 

I would make the remark, in relation to Gomstock's Phonotypie 
Testament, that I believe a dhild who should use it as a reaiUng- 
book, would, by reading it once through, learn more correct pro- 
nunciati9n than by twenty times the amount of reading in the 
ordinary manner. In Phonotjrpy, the reader is forced to give the 
pronunciation which the letteito indicate ; but in Heterotypy, he 
can exercise the greatest latitude. 

The pronunciation given by Br. Goinstock, in his Phonetic Tes- 
tament, is that of our beet speakers ; and many who think their 
pronunciation good, might be otherwise convinced, and have it 
much improved, if they would but carefblly read it through. It 
is the plainest kind of >'a pronouncing dictionary for every Word. 

Dr. Gomstock has an improvement in addition to his alphabet* 
which renders his system perfect. It consists in the use of accen- 
tual inarks, which differ from those in common use, as they net 
only give the accented syllables and inflections of the voice, but 
the melody also. By the aid of these marks, in connection with 
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Phonetio spelliD^ a person is enabled to pronounce oorreoUy, and 
to give to every word its correct elocutionary expression. 

Here, then, is plainness and correctness on the one hand, con- 
trasted with the obscurity and irregularity of Heterotypy, on the 
other. So much, then, for the objection of altering our lanr 
guage. 

<* Say, shall onr Ungnage be forgot 
With all its thoughts refined. 
Because truth's alphabet could not 
An introduction find ? 

''No ; we will write our noble tongue 
In faultless types of sound. 
And spread the realms of earth among 
Onr literature renowned." 

Another objection bropght forward by many, is innoyation. 
They cry innovatumt and say that it should not be tolerated. In 
reply, we say that innovation, merely, is no argument agtunst 
anything that is new ; but we are to look at the results, and if 
they are good, then should we lend it a helping hand. 

Are not all the improvements of the day innovations? Is not 
th&steam'^ngine an innovation upon the old method of obtaining 
power? Is not the rail-road an innovation upon the old method 
of travelling? Is not the magnetic telegraph an innovation upon 
the old method of transporting news ? In short, are not all the 
improvements in art and in science innovations upon the old? 
Do away with innovation and you do away with all improve- 
ments. 

Had man heeded the teachings of those who cry out against 
innovation, then we should still be compelled to plod along 
through the mud, at the rate of three or four miles an hour, and 
to cross our inland waters in the slow and uncertain sail-vessel ; 
but now that innovation did take place^ we can, in all kinds of 
weather, perform tmr journeys in comfortable cars, at the rate of 
twenty or thirty miles an hour, and can traverse our inland seas 
and rivers, and the mighty ocean, in floating palaces, propelled 
by steam. So long as innovation brings better in the place of 
that which it supersedes, we should encourage it ; and the more 
of such innovation the better. 

Again, many say that it is difficult to introduce the Phonetio 
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oiihograpby, and that they think it oan never be done, and there- 
fore they think it useless to make any effort to farther the eanse. 

In reply, we wonld say that if it is worthy and desirable, bat 
difficult to introduce into public favor, then ia there the mora 
need of your active exertions. But, for your encourogement, we 
would say that it is not so difficult a matter as many suppose. 
Those who keep ap with the intelligence ob this subject must 
know that it is taking deep root, and is fast spreading, both in 
this country and in Europe. It has already received such an im- 
pulse that it never will cease to advance until the object is fully 
accomplished. In the United States and in England, there are 
several periodicals devoted entirely to this cause. The Bible find 
other standard works are stereotyped and published in Phonotypy, 
and continually there are being issued other works ; and many 
periodicals and newspapers of the day are devoting part of their 
columns to Phonotypy and the cause of Phonetics. It is already 
introduced and taught in many of our common schools and semi* 
naries of learning. We might spend -the whole evening in reading 
extracts of letters from professors and tochers in all parts of the 
Union, showing the extent to which it has already spread, and the 
favor with which it is received. 

In the English language, there are but about eighty words pro* 
nounced as they are spelled, or spelled as they are pronounced ; 
hence, in order to spell the greater part of our If^iguage,. the 
student has to depend upon the sheer effort of memory. The 
orthography is altogether arbitrary. There are no fixed rules or 
principles by which it is governed. What a Herculean task to 
become a good speller I No wonder there are so few who can 
spell correctly. And still, if a person makea any pretionsions to 
learning, and does not spell every word correctly, he renders 
himself a subject for ridicule. Many who make pretensions to a 
finished education would blush if their orthography was criticised 
and exposed. What drilling and what a vast amount of time is 
devoted to its acquisition, which otherwise might be employed 
upon useful branches of education. 

In Phonetics, when a person has once learned the alphabet, he 

b enabled to spell correctly every word as he pronounced it. 

There cannot be any error, except it is first in the pronunciation. 

A child will not only learn to spell more readily and coirectly» 

8* 
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bat be will learn to read in a maoh shorter time. An adult who 
cannot read, will, if taught upon the principles of Phonetics, 
leam as much in three months as in three years by our present 
barbarous orthography. 

What a vast amount of economy might be practiced here , and 
h6w much more might education be difliased throughout every 
class of society; and we should become more happy, prosperous, 
find moral. 

Phonetics, by leaving out all silent letters, lessens the number 
employed in any given sentence about twenty-five per cent. We 
will here give a few specimens of words spelled in each of these 
styles. [The Professor here gave some amusing instances of 
putting out words.] 

There is a very great irregularity in our present orthography. 
Foreigners who attempt totfsrn to read and write our language, 
notice this fact, and this 'irregularity makes it a very difficult 
matter to acquire; A Frenchman, endeavoring to pronounce 
certain words, such as plough, tough, cough, though, being struck 
with the similarity of their spelling, pronounced them accord- 
ingly. But when he.wl^l told their true pronunciation, he ex- 
claimed in disgust,' " I never see the like of this English ; they 
spell the word Solomon, but* they pronounce it Nebuchadnezzar!'^ 
We cannot wonder, then, that a Qerman professor, in reading of 
^ society of usefid knowledge, read it the society ofoos^fuL hnolr 
ed-ge. ' 

Last evening we heard much about .educating the mass. This 
is a noble object, and worthy of all exertion for its accomplish- 
ment; for upon it, in a great measure, depends the safety and 
perpetuity of our own republican institutions. How is this to bo 
done ? How can the ^at mass of the people be educated ? 

Is it by continuing our present difficult and irregular ortho- 
graphy ? Is it by guarding the way with a multitude of silent 
and unmeaning letters, so that none but the fiivored few can 
enter her domains and receive that benefit (im education) which 
should freely be granted to every individual 7 Or is it by making 
our alphabet as simple as possible, and our orthography governed 
by natural, fixed, and general* rules, so that when the alphabet is 
learned, the greatest difficulty is surmounted in acquiring the 
noble art of reading ? 
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• 

Who slioald be engaged in thi|fD^fio>rmation T Everj indmdu^ 
who can read or write, or whor^hes to acquire the art of so 
doing. But teachers should bej^^rm^t in this great undertaking. 
They should not> as aanysayi; ]piM back until the public mind is 
fitted to reoeiye it, for tfa^y arerlpQked to as leaders and instructors 
in such matters, and they should t>e actively engaged in preparing 
and stimulating the people io ent^: heart and hand in this great 
reformation, which b so grand ih principle, and is yet to bo so 
glorious in its results^ 

In matters pertaining to liteirftture, you should not be led by 
the mass of mankind, but you should lead them; and the charac- 
ter and mind of the rising generation^;, and the future destiny of 
our nation, depends in a great ijne^ure upon your character, 
talents, and efforts. ' / _ ' / . 

You hold a responsible station in society, -and you should en« 
deayor to act well your part. tTQu should be foremost in every 
• improvement in your professioii. Your position is such that your 
influence for good ought to be fdjt far and wide. 

Act well your part, and the nation and the world will acknow- 
ledge their indebtedness to ydo^aad the young shall rise up and 
call you biased. Yon will be; respected and honored in society ; 
and when you die, many sr heart win beat, and many a bosom 
heave with sorrow. YbuCLf deeds and your nkmes shall not soon 
be forgotten, but long will they be held in grateful remembrance. 

In conclusion^ we would say that all who desire a true and nsr 
tural system of ortho^ta|>%';should encourage the cause of Pho- 
netics. All who desKire toi ^ssen the amount of time and labor 
necessary to ficquire »ihe ^ of reading, writing, and apelling, 
should encourage it.^^ All v^ho desire to make education universal, 
and the. path to it -easy and pleasaht,i. should encourage tt AH 
who wish to lessee: crim^ ftnd poverty, by making education more 
general, should ene^oraige it^ All Who love their country should 
encourage it. All who lote nature, system and order, should 
encourage it. All whb . love .jnankind, and are -desirous that the 
gospel should be raad and known by 'e^v^nfi^tion, should encour- 
age it. In si; word, everjr lover of Hrtith and improvement^ every, 
philanthropist, and every .Cbri<|tian, should encourage it. 

The I^bpnetic alphabet is now so extended as to anstrer as a 
universal alphabet for evei^y kngcrage. It is oaUed the alphabet 
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of nature, and andoabtedly is one of the migbtj means to be need 
in spreading peace, and cementing together in one fomily, all tho 
nations of the' earth — a mighty engine in elevating the condition 
of man, and of hastening the time when ** th6*earth shall be full 
of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.'' 
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PRANKIIN'S PHONETIC ALPHABET. 

The following correspondence between Miss Stevenson and Dr. 
Franklin is copied from a quarto volume, entitled " Potitical, Mia- 
cellaneotiSf arid FhUosophicdl Pieces, By Benj. iFranklin, LL.D. 
and F. B. S., London, 1779." In the above work, this correspond- 
ence, with the exception of the last sentence of Miss Stevenson's 
letter, b in Franklin's Phonetic characters. . 

Ihm Miaa S **** io Dr. FranMin. 

Kensington, (Eng.,) Sept 26, 1768. 
Dear Sib, ^ ... 

I have transcribed your alphabet, &o.,- which I think might be 
of service to those who wish to acquire an accurate pronuncia|;ion, 
if that could be fixed ; but I see many inconveniences, as well as 
difficulties, that would attend the bringing your letters and ortho- 
graphy into common use. All our - etymologies would be lost, 
consequently we could not asoertidn the meaning of many words ; 
the distinction, too, between words of di£ferent meaning and simi- 
lar sound. Would be useless, tmless we living writers publish new 
editions. In short, I believe we mudt let people spell on in their 
old way, and (as I find it easiest) do the same ourselves. With 
ease and with sincerity I oan in the old way, subscribe myself, 
Dear Sir, • • 

Tour faithful and affectionate servant, 

Dr. Franklin. M. S. 

. I'll*. 

Dr. Franklin's Answer to Miss 8****. 

Dear Madam, 

The objection you make to rectifying our alphabet, " that it will 
be attended with inconveniences and diflBiculties," is a natural one ; 
for it always occurs when any reformation is proposed, whether 
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inToligion, goYennment, laws, and even down as low as roads and 
wheel-carriages. The true question then, is not whether there 
will be no difficulties or inconveniences, but whether the difficul- 
ties may not bcsurmounted ; and whether the conveniences will 
not, on the whole, be greater than the inconveniences. In this 
case, the difficulties are only in the beginning of the practice : 
when they are once overcome, the advantages are lasting. To 
either yon or me, who spell well in the present mode, I imagine 
the difficulty of changing that mode for the new is not so great, 
but that we might perfectly get over it in a week's writing. As 
to those who do not spell well, if the two difficulties are compared, 
viz., that of teaching them true spelling in the present mode, and 
that of teaching them the new alphabet and the new spelling 
according jbo it, I am confident that the latter would be by far the 
leasts They naturally fall into the new method already, as much 
as the imperfection of their alphabet will admit of; their present 
bad spelling is only bad^ because contrary to the present bad 
rules : under the new rules it would be good. The difficulty of 
learning to spell well in the old way is so great, that few attain 
it ; thousands and thousands writing on to old age, without ever 
being able to acquire it ^Tis, besides, a difficulty continually in- 
creasing, as the sound gradually varies more and more from the 
spelling ; and to fi>reigner8 it makes the learning to pronounce 
our language, as written in our books, almost impossible. 

Now, as to '* the inconveniences'' you mention. The first is, 
,ihat "all our etymolo^es would be lost, consequently we could 
not ascertain the meaning of many ^ords." Etymologies are at 
present very uncertain ; but such as they are, the old books would 
still preserve them, and etymologists would there find them. 
Words, in the course of time, change their meanings, as well as 
.their spelling and pronunciation ; and we do not look to etymology 
for their present meanings. If I should call a man a knave and a 
villain, he would hardly be satisfied with my telling him, that one 
of the words originally signified only a lad or servant ; and the 
other, an under-ploughman, or the inhabitant of a village. It is 
from present usage only, the meaning of words is to be deter- 
mined. 

Your second inconvenience is, that ''the distinction between 
words of different meaning and similar sound would be destroyed." 
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That distinotion is already destroyed in pronoaneing tbem ; and 
we rely on the sense alone of the sentence to ascertain which of 
the several words, similar in sound, we intend. If this is suffi- 
cient in the rapidity of disconrse, it will he much more so in 
writtffiD sentences which may be read leisurely, and attended to 
more particularly in case of difficulty, than we can attend to a 
past sentence while the maker b huirying us along with new 
ones. 

Tour third inconyenienee is, that ** aU the books aliieady written 
would be useless." This inconvenience would only come on gra- 
dually, in a course of ages. Ton and I, and other now living 
readers, would hardly forget the use of them. People would long 
learn to read the old writing, though they practised the new. 
And the inconvenience is not greater than what has already hap- 
pened in a similar case, in Italy. Formerly its inhabitants all 
spoke and wrote Latin : as the language changed, the spelling 
followed it It is true, that at present, a mere unlearned Italian 
cannot read the Latin books ; though they are still read and un- 
derstood by many. But, if the spelling had never been changed, 
he would now have found it much more difficult to read and write 
bis own language ; for written words would have had no relation 
to sounds ; they would only have stood for things ; so that if he 
would express in vrriting the idea he has when he sounds the 
word vescovo, he must use the letters qn»copu9. In short, what- 
ever the difficulties and inconveniences now are, they will be more 
easily surmounted now than hereafter ; and some time or otiier 
it must "be done, or bur writing will become the same with the 
Chinese, as to the difficulty of learning and using it. And it 
would already have been such, if we had continued tiie Sazonr 
spelling and writing, used by our fore&thers. 
I am, my dear friend. 

Tours affectionately, 
\ B. FRANKLIN. 

London, Craven Street, Sept. 28, 1768. 
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COMSTOCK'S AIPHABET, GRAPHIC AND TXPIC 
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COMSTOCK'S SYSTEM OF PHONETICS. . 



Fnm the Saturday Courier of May 2d, 1846. 
CoMSTOcK*8 Treatise on Phonology. 

Every one, who has paid the least attention to the construction of onr 
language, must have observed the great uncertainty and perplexity of its 
principles : and many foreigners, in attempting to master its arbitrary 
peculiarities, have been compelled to abandon it in despair. In view of 
these plain facts, we presume it will be curious, if not deepjy interesting, 
to all who speak the language, to learn something of a formidable at- 
tempt now being made, both in England and in this country, to render 
the orthography and pronunciation of the English language easy of 
acquisition, and classic and perfect in every feature, by means of an 
alphabet which appropriates a letter to every elementary sound. 

We have glanced at the several systems that have come under our 
eye, and give the decided preference, in point of beauty and complete, 
ness, to that of the well-known Dr. Comstock, of this city, who should 
be considered as almost the father and inventor of the reform. Accord- 
ing to this plan, each of the elementary sounds in the English language 
has the same letter wherever the sound occurs. The effect produced by 
the new letters in the appearance of tlie print, gives additional beauty 
to the mechanism of the words. And as the alphabet here presented 
removes all difficulty in spelling and pronouncing the words of our lan- 
guage, all philologists, who consult the welfare of the human race, must 
rejoice in the prospect of seeing the world relieved of that heavy burden, 
the old system of orthography, which nothing but tlie Chinese charac- 
ters emulates in perplexity. 

We are not noted for running after " new-fangled absurdities," but 
we think the importance, of the end proposed in this matter so great as 
to warrant us in taking some trouble to explain in brief its features to 
our readers — fully aware that any attempt to reform a universal and 
deeply-seated popular custom, must necessarily be a work of time and 
perseverance. 

[Here followed the New Alphabet, several instaDoes of the absurdities of the old 
syntem of orthography, copied from the Treatim, and the Lord'd Prajer in Phouetic 
characters.— Kd.J 

9 (97) 
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A Letter from Profe$$or MtUe, 

Savannah, Ga., April 17, 1847. 
Mt dear Doctor • . . . 

I have received your Magazine since its commencement; the last' two 
numbers havings just reached me. It appears to be improvingr each 
successive month, I have shown the work to a lar;^e number of the 
literati of the South ; and, with here and there an eicception, your plan 
meets with unquulified favor. The wonder is, not that such an enter- 
prise is going into successful operation, but that it has never been done 
before. I was distussing the scheme with the Principal of a large 
classical school at Milledgeville, and he said that he did not think he 
should patronize it. Says he, ** It will not be for my immediate interest 
to advocate it at this time; but I apprehend it will be successful, and at 
no very distant day." So much for the opinion of one whose interett is 
against it Judge Ix>ng8treet, the distinguished President of Emery 
College, at Oxford, says your plan is the successful practice on the best 
idea that has been advanced since the publication of the first alphabet. 

It is gratifying to see how effectually your Alphabet is going ahead 
of the crude and uncouth system of Pitman. A system of so many and 
such glaring faults as his, can end in nothing but disappointment. 
Yours truly, 

PLINY MILES. 



. A Letter from Prafessor. J. Horace Smith, Jeffereonian Academy, New 
OrUane, 

New Orlea/is, April 26th, 1847. 
Dr. A. CoMSTooK : 

Dear Sir, — I received yours of the 17th ult. ; but the expectation of 
receiving a copy of each of your Phonetic works prevented me from 
answering it earlier. I am much disappointed by not yet obtaining 
those works and your Charts, for which I applied through a book-house 
in this place as early as the third of February. I presume they will 
come soon. 

I acknowledge, with grateful feelings, your kindness in anticipating 
my wishes, by sending, through the post, a copy of your Phonetic 
Speaker. How much reason has the world to adopt your works, and 
hail you as the benefactor of mankind ! I feel persuaded that you must 
acquire a fame imperishable, from one extremity of the globe to the 
other: your works cannot' die. The ease with which the English Ian. 
guage may now be acquired, its richness, perspicuity, and grandeur, 
the enterprise of those who use it, all assure me that it is destined to 
give laws to the world. Not fifly years ago, tliC English language was 
confined within a very harrow circle — now it is much more general in 
every quarter. History is full of this natural progress ; we hardly know 
where to place its dawn. The English language has been one of pro« 
gression and improvement all along. It is quite difficult to read it as 
written even in Ehzabeth*s time ; and now, in our own times, it has 
materially changed and improved. But why not terminate tliese per. 
plexing changes at once, by the introduction of k perfect alphabet? All 
thinking persons expect one from some quarter or other. There must 
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be a commencement — and few reflectin|r men will feel disposed to im- 
pede any improvement, much less one which must benefit the civilized 
world. 

As far as I can judge, .your characters .are perfect ; and your vocal 
gymnastic exercises, and, indeed, everything in your Speaker, are truly 
rational. I am in raptures with your system, and intend to bring it 
immediately into public notice. It is my design to form classes in 
Elocution as soon as I can obtain a sufficient number of your books. 

Go oh. Sir, in your laudable and praiseworthy enterprise — I will do 
all I can here in the South. All great and moral reforms must spring 
from the youth of our land. An instructor requires a vigilance that 
never sleeps — a perseverance that never tires: we must work, work, 
work. 

I am your obedient servant, 

J. H. SMITH. 



A Letter from the Hon. Ira Mayhew, 

STATE OF MICHIGAN: 

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, } 
Monroe, May 15, 1847. $ 

Dear Sir : 

I received by yesterday's mail, ^ Comstock's Phonetic Reader,** and 
** Speaker.** I had before in my possession (received from some un- 
known source) your ** Treatise on Phonology,** No. 1, and the 1st, 2d, 
3d, 7th, and 9th Nos. of your ** Phonetic Magazine.** 

I was unable to give any attention to these works when first received. 
When I got a little time to devote to ^he subject, I took up the Treatise 
on Phonology, and I was unable to lay it down until I had completed its 
perusal. I placed it in the hands of my children, and judge what was 
my surprise to hear a daughter, not yet Bit years old, read the first 
chapter of Genesis fluently, in less than one hour from the time she first 
taw a Phonetic character ! • 

I think much of Phonology ae a means cf acquiring^ readily and aceu* 
rately, a knowledge of the orthoepy of our language, 

I suppose the ** Reader*' and ** Speaker** were forwarded by yourself 
or your publishers. You will please receive my thanks for the favor. I 
have never carefully examined your Charts, though I have seen one of 
them in a school taught by one of your former students. 

I wish you every possible success in your efforts to facilitate the ac- 
quisition of the English language. Permit me^ sir, to express the hope 
that, when you shall have j)repared the necessary elementary books, 
Phonology wall become a common branch of study in the primary schools 
of this, and other States of the Union. 

Very truly yours, 

IRA MAYHEW, 
Sv'p't, Fuhlic iMtruetwn, 
To Andrew Comstock, M. D., J 
Philadelphia. \ 
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Ttmn Godey''» Magazine and Lady*$ Book, July, 1847. 

The Phonetic Speaker, by A. Comstock, M. D. The Phonetic 
Reader, by A. Comstock, M. D. Both of these nicely-printed volumes 
are from the press of £. Ht Butler &, G)., and certainly make Phonetic 
dom appear quite imposing. We have also received several numbers 
of " Comstock'a Phonetic Magazine,^* devoted to the new art. It has a 
most energetic and indefatig'able master teacher in Dr. Comstock, and 
if the work of changing the modes of spelling and writing the English 
language can be done, he seems ^ the* Hercules for the task. In our 
August number, we shall advert to this subject again, and give speci- 
mens of this new method^ so that our readers may have the opportunity 
of teetn^-what we are not sufficiently skilled in the signs as yet to 
explain. 

From the North American and United State$ Gazette, July 8, 1847. 

[This article was written by the late pr. Kobert Montgomery Bird, Au- 
thor of "The Gladiator," "Nick of the Woods/* "The Infidel," "CaU- 
var," Ac] 

Dr. Cohstock*s Phonotypy, or Phonetic Reform. We have on our 
table three of Dr. Comstock*s publications, — the Phonetic Magazine, 
No. 11, for July, 1847; the Phonetic Minelrel, or Songs in honor of 
Phonotypy, set to popular airs; and the first number of the New Testa, 
ment (embracing the Gospel of St. Matthew, and part of that of St. 
Mark), printed in Dr. Comstock^s new phonetic character. 

The Phonetic reform, we need scarcely inform the reader, aims fo 
remedy the confusion and innumerable difficulties growing out of the 
want of correspondence between the pronunciation and the orthography 
of the English language, and aims to remedy all by the introduction 
of a new alphabet, capable of representing with precision the literal 
sounds of which words are composed. ' The defect in the language is a 
notorious and admitted one, and has been the occasion of various at- 
temptM by ingenious persons to introduce phonetic systems ; no less than 
ten of which, including one by Dr. Franklin, we find noticed in the 
Phonetic Magazine. 

It would be impossible for us to give the reader any just idea of these 
alphabets, without the introduction of their types, differing, of course, 
very considerably from those in which these remarks are printed. Nor 
is this necessary, as our object is merely to invite attention to a subject 
in itself of considerable interest, and to commend the ingenuity of Dr. 
Conistock*s System, and the eneVgy with vyhich, regardless of expense, 
and of the obstacles always thrown in the way of reformers, he labors 
to promote the clause he has so much at heart. 

The success of such a reform would be productive of great benefits, 
bv reducing the time and labor necessary to the perfect acquisition of 
English orthography. Under the present system, a child is necessarily 
occupied for years in learning to read. The syllabic alphabet invented 
by the native Indian philosopher Guest, for the Cherokee language, 
enables a little papoose who never before saw a letter, to read a Cherokee 
book in two or three days. As soon as he has acquired the alphabet, he 
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has acquired the power of reading^. The mnltifarious sounds of the 
English language forbid a syllabic alphabet ;. but it is evident that an 
alphabet in which every letter has a fixed and unalterable value, would 
greatly expedite the progress and lessen the task of learning, where the 
alphabet itself is not a difficult one. This is not at all the case with 
Comstock^s. It consists of but thirty-eight simple and six compound 
letters, — forty-four in all ; and a half hour or bourns attention will make 
any adult readers, and, we should think, many juvenile ones, acquainted 
with it. 



From the Christian Observer, Philadeifhia, July 9, 1847. 

1"^E New Testament, Printed in Comstock*s Perfect Alphabet. Pub- 
lished in Numbers, Philadelphia : Published by A. Comstock, M. D., 
100 Arch street 8vo. pp. 64. 

Most of our readers, we presume, have heard of Dr. Comstock*8 
Phonetic Alphabet — in which every elementary sound in our language is 
designated by a letter appropriated to that sound only. His alphabet 
consists of 38 charactcifs, which express all the elementary sounds in the 
language. In its structure we have the results of patient thought and 
ingenuity, presented in forms so simple, as to enable one to understand 
it in a very short time. In one hour a child may be taught to read and 
pronounce words correctly, printed in the phonetic characters. The 
author designs his alphabet to be universal — and, from a cursory exami- 
nation, it appears to be admirably adapted to express the elementary 
sounds in most of the languages of modern Europe. 

The advantages of an alphabet expressing . every sound by a letter, 
and of words so written that their pronunciation shall be seen at & 
glance, are perfectly obvious. Every reader recollects that it was the 
labor of months or years in childhood, to learn to spell and read cor- 
rectly ; and tlien he must have a dictionary at hand, if he would acquire 
the approved pronunciation of our language. The Phonetic Alphabet 
is designed to save our children from more than nine-tenths of all 
this toil. I 

The changes it proposes to introduce in toritten language, are funda- 
mental. It will create a revolution in writing and printing, if it shall 
be universally adopted. Whether it is desirable to save our children 
from the mental*-labor and discipline required in learning the various 
sounds of letters — and whether it is practicable for any man or combi- 
nation of men, at this day, to carry such a revolution through the world 
of letters, are questions which we cannot here discuss. But we cordially 
invite attention to Dr. C.'s publications. They merit ah examination, as 
the productions of original genius, and as efibrte to save all future gene- 
rations of students from a world of trouble, in learning the arbitrary 
inconsistencies which abound in the ordinary use of our alphabet. They 
are favorably received in various quarters. The Hon. Ira May hew, 
Superintendent of public instruction in Michigan, expresses the opinion 
that Dr. C.'s elementary books on Phonology will become a common 
branch of study in the common schools of that State and others. 

In the handsome pamphlet named above, we have the gospel by Mat- 
thew, and three chapters of Mark*s gospel, neatly printed in the charac- 
ters of Dr. C's alphabet 
9* 
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i'Voiii NeaP$ Saturday Gazette, July 17, 1847. 

As many of our readers have written to us to inquire into Dr. Com- 
8tpck*8 system of simplifying* the orthography of the English language, 
we give the subjoined alphabet, &.C., as furnishing the whole matter in 
the briefest space, so that every one may see for himself into the pro- 
posed retbrm. We cannot pretend to anticipate the results of time, which 
brings so many changes in its course ; and whether the Doctor and 
those who follow in his footsteps will succeed or not, in their radical 
e£R>rt, must remain for the future to determine. It will be a slow pro- 
cess, certainly. But so many are now moving in the same direction, 
that the enterprise is at least calcplated to attract attention from 
curiosity, if from no other motive. The Doctor is full of zeal and en- 
thusiasm, pouring forth shot afler shot at the fabric of superfluous letters ; 
and if he makes progress in the assault, he will be the man who has 
taken Gibraltar by storm. 



A Letter from Professor Jackman, 

NoEwioH, Vt, Aug. Slst, 1847. 
Dr. Cokstock: 

Dear Sir, — The twelve numbers constituting the first volume of your 
Magazine I have received, and am highly pleased with the work, for I 
consider it a perfect work, I have resigned my situation in the N. Uni- 
versity, and think of locating myself in the valley of the Mississippi ; 
when located, I shall again send for your Magazine, for every family in 
the United States ought to take it. 

Previous to my becoming acquainted with your Magazine, I had 
practised some in Mr. Pitman's system — for his deficiencies I had made 
additionli, thereby adapting the system to my practical wants. When, 
however, I saw your system of Phonology so clearly elucidated, while 
Pitman's was like a mountain-top in the fog, I was willing to suspend 
fbrther practice until your system should eome out, and then I could be 
my own judge, so far as my wants are concerned. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

A. JACKMAN. 



A Letter flim the Rev. Wtn, Bearddey^ 
Anther of a Phonetic Alphabet^ a System of Short-Hand, Ao. 

Grigosvillx, Pike Co., Illinois, July 26, 1847. 

A. COMSTOCE, M. D. 

Dear Sir, — Having recently removed from Quincy to this place, where 
I have taken charge of an Academic Institution, and being anxious to 
receive the Magazine in time to come, I write to request that you will 
forward it to me at this place, — also the Phonetic Testameih', for which 
I send, enclosed, one dollar. 

I desire greatly to become acquainted with your System of Elocu- 
noN ; and, if it should equal my expectations, to introduce it as a text- 
book in the Institution of which I have the charge. I have Porter's and 
Bronson*8 ; bat they are not what is needed. 
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I am desirouft to obtniUf at the outmt, the most approTed books, and 
to introduce the most approved methods of instruction. 

The plan of a Universal Alphabet, which you have commenced pab- 
lishingf, I have, for many years, advocated, and have urged the import- 
ance of using a perfect Alphabet of the English as the standard, and, 
for elementary sounds not heard in the English, inventing new charac- 
ters, or using old ones found in those languages, such as may correspond 
in their general features, to those in the English. I am well pieced with 
those on the first page of your Phonetic Magazine of July. 

I received, not long since, a letter from an old friend .of mine (now 
an agent for Andrews and Boyle), pressing me to engage as an editor, 
or teacher of Pitman^s system. I have just written to him that, on the 
whole, I give your system the preference ; and, if one of them is to be 
the standard, I would, had I the power, decide in favor of yours. , 

I have written a treatise on Epology and Epography, including also a 
system of Stenography, — the whole probably sufficient to make a duode* 
cimo volume of 200 pages. A specimen of my stenography I send 
enclosed, "The Declaration of Independence.'* 

In teaching the Ancient Greek, I have, for several years, made use of 
the modern Greek pronunciation. Suppose, in the September number 
of the Magazine, you occupy one page, at' least, in giving a specimen 
of the Greek (from the $rst chapter of Mark) in your Epography or 
Universal Alpnabet, according to the Modem Greek pronunciation/ Also 
express your opinion as to the pronunciation of the Latin, as well as the 
Greek, which should be adopted in our seminaries of leajming. 
I am, Sir, yours for reform, 

WM. BEARlJSLEY. 



A Letter from PrefenorJ, Horace Smitk, Jeffenonian A^demy. 

New Orleans, August 2, 1847. 
Dr. a. Comstock : 

My Dear Sir, — ^Four months since, in this city, I made an experiment 
upon a German, with your Treatise. I taught him one hour a day finr 
six days. The man had never received instruction before — indeed he 
did not know a single letter. I can produce testimony here to prove 
that, on the sixth day, ho read very well in your characters. 

Please send me three doz6n of your Phonetic Readers, three dozen 
Phonetic Speakers, three dozen of your System of Elocution, three dozen 
Epitome HistorisB Sacrae, half a dozen large Charts (Phoneticons), half 
& dozen small Charts, four dozen Phonetic Testaments, four dpzen Pho- 
netic Minstrels, and four dozen of your Treatise on Phonology. 

I am a sincere well-wisher to your cause, 

J. HORACE SMITH. 



A LeUer from Edmund H, Curtie, Eeq, 

Erie, Pa., August 3d, 1847. 
Dear Sir, — Two weeks since I received by mail (from some unknown 
hand), your Phonetic Magazine, which has been read with great plea 
sure. Though I was entirely uhacquainted with your Phonetic Alphabet^ 
I was able to read readily^ in fifleen minutes, by the use of your new 
characters. 
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I am looking' forward with brig^ht expectation of one day seeing this 
nation a Phonetic one. The superiority of the Phonetic system to our 
present barbarous method of representing spoken sounds to the eye, is 
incnlculable. 

There is not a single word in the English language but what might 
be spelled several different ways. And to show the absurdity of our 
present orthography, let us suppose one, unacquainted with it, wished to 
spell the word fort. He would at first say, there are four sounds in this 
word. The first sound, /, I shall indicate by p\ because I find this 
combination of letters used for the same purpose in the word phonetic. 
To represent the second sound, a, I shall take ough^ because I find this 
combination used for the same purpose in dou^h. I shall use rrh as the 
representative of the third sound r, because these letters are used to 
represent this sound in myrrh. The fourth sound, t, I shall indicate by 
phth, because this combination is used for the same purpose in phthisic. . 
Now, putting these letters together, we have phoughrrhphih to represent 
the word fort! On the same principle the word sale may be .spelled at 
least twenty different ways, a few of which are as follows: — ssaugh, 
psaugh^ caugh, paa, co, so, and »so. And the word Norwich may be 
spelled Gnavghrrhweighth. 

The object of writing should be to express accurately to the eye the 
sounds of spoken words. But this valuable and heaven-born principle 
is so thoroughly iet at defiance in our present orthography, tliat there is 
not one word in a thousand which is spelled according to sound, or in 
which the spelling is any guide to the pronunciation, or the pronuncia- 
tion any guide to the spelling. 

I rejoice to see the smouldering embers of Phonetic truth, which have 
been so long confined, beginning to burst foi'th into flames which cannot 
be quenched until the rubbish and trash of heterography and heterotypy 
shall be consumed. Please to accept my hearty thanks, and believe me 
to be a friend in the Phonetic cause. 

Yours truly, 

EDMUND H. CURTIS. 
To A. COMSTOCK, M. D. Philada., Pa. 



A Letter from Wtn. Job. Vineyard, Esq., of MiseitrippL 

Dr. Comstock : 

Sir, — I have been favored by the Rev. R. Morris with an opportunity 
of perusing your Phonetic Magazine, and have been much interested in 
it. I handed it to a person (who in the common type is an ordinary 
reader), directing his attention to the alphabet, and was surprised to 
hear him, in less than half an hour, reading fluently the third chapter 
of Matthew. It was next opened at a piece of poetry, which he read 
with the same fluency. This case presents decided evidence as to the 
simplicity of your Phonetic Alphabet, and the proprietyof spelling words 
as they are pronounced. 

I have perused, with equal pleasure, your New Testament, and Pho- 
netic Minstrel. Religion and music offer increased attraction under 
such a beautiful garlK 

WM. JAMES VINEYARD. 
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From Rev, R. Morris^ Principal of Mount Sylvan Academy^ Miss,^ and 
President of the Association of Teachers in that State, 

Dr. Comstock : 

My Dear Friend, — I have risen from a careful perusal of your New 
Testament and Phonetic Minstrel, with so much satisfaction, that I 
cannot forbear offering you my thanks for the present. The typography 
and mere printer's work are so beautiful, that, per se, they merit warm 
praises. If your good Quaker city can always do such good work, let 
her send specimens to this State, and she shall certainly have all our 
jobs. 

Upon the merits of your Phonetic Reform, I have already offered you 
some remarks, and have only to add that continued examination gives 
increased delight. I have determined upon trying your system with 
one of my sons, about four years old, who is now a candidate for the 
Alphabet, apd will give you, from time to time, the results of my expe- 
riment. 

Rev. T. D. Hunt, a gentleman of much acuteness in this neighbor, 
hood, took up the New Testament a few days since, and read it off so 
fluently that I am sure not a single column was past until he knew every 
character, and, I need not say, greatly to his own pleasure. The New 
Testament should be extensively circulated. Being so well known to 
all classes of readers, old and young, it presents an opportunity, more 
than any other book, of comparing phonotypy with heterotypy. The 
accents, too, that ** consummation'* so long desired, of teaching accent 
by sight, add much to the value of the book, while the compactness and 
beautiful order which the type of your invention admit of, will recom- 
mend it alike to the child and to the -scholar, to the vision and to the 
judgment 

I sent money not long since, and purchased the system of a rival 
Phonist, that I might compare it by sight and sense with yours. In both 
it most signally failed, not only in my opinion, but in that of all who 
viewed the contrast ; and I am so far satisfied that no method yet made 
public can successfully compete with yours. Accept this, my honest 
conviction, and believe me 

Sincerely yours, 

R. MORRia 
Mount Sylvan Academy^ Mist., Sept, 15, 1847. 



From the North American and United StateB Gazette^ Philadelphia^ 
October 13, 1847. 

We are glad to receife the October number of Comstock's Phonitic 
Magazine, and to learn that the ingenuity and perseverance of its able 
conductor are making themselves understood throughout the land. We 
may never live to recast our types into the shape proposed by Dr. C, 
but we do live to see occasion to expect that he will fix some standard 
by which one generation can understand another of the same language. 
Dr. C. has hit upon the plan. 
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A Letter from S, M, WiUon, Esq^ Eloetaioniet. 

Pembroke, N. IL, Oct 25, 1847. 
Dr. Covstock : 

My Dear Friend, — I have just received your beautiful Chart, The 
Phonetioon, and the first number of the New Testament. Both are 
exceedingly beautiful ; and, aside from their intrinsic value, worthy of 
preservation as specimens of the typographic art The more I use the 
Perfect Alphabet, the more I admire its simplicity ; and hereafter, ex- 
cept in particular cases,! intend to write PhonographicaUy, 

In pursuing my profession, I intend hereafter to use your Phonetic 
works, and I think I shall do a great service to the community by so 
doing. The Phonetic Reform vnU triumph in spite of the oppositfon of 
those who stick to the ** good old way." In this age of progress, people 
won*t go round if they can cut across. Those who oppose tlii« change 
in our orthography do not consider that in consequence of tne want of 
precision in the sound of the letters, our orthography is continually 
changing. It has changed so much since our remembrance as to re- 
quire some study to keep up with the fashions ; and, if we look back to 
the era of Chaucer, Spenser, and Shakspeare, we shall find our language 
almost entirely changed. 

I am glad to know you are going to publish a Phonetic I>ictiqnaiit. 
Such a work is a great desideratum. I wiU be responsible for an edition 
(1000 copies) of the work, mysel£ 

Very truly yours, 

& M. WILSON. 



ThefaUowing itfnm James Henry, Jun, Eeq,, for eeeeral ypare SupH. ef 
Common SchooUfortheOo. of Herkimer, N. Y, (1847.) 

Comatook's System of Elocution, Phonetic Speaker, and Charts of Elemen- 
tary Sounds. 

The author of these works has spent twenty years in the study of the 
subjects of which they treat, and is probably the best known, and the 
most Successful practical lEllocutionist in the country. He was the first 
to arrange, in tabular and systematic fbhns, the elements of our lan- 
guage ; and most, if not all, of the numerous phonological charts which 
have appeared, are essentially transcripts from, though not improvements 
o^ this author's works. In their latest editions, Ck>mstock*s books and 
charts are, beyond question, unsurpassed by anything of their kind which 
has yet been ofiered the public. Besides the great fiicilities which they 
afford for habits of correct, elegant, and effective reading and speaking, 
they present also, in graceful and attractive forms, many of those ftin. 
damental, moral, and political truths, on the right apprehension and 
practical application of which, by the mass of our people, depend the 
support and perpetuity of our free institutions. They also contemplate 
& thorough reformation in our anomalous and barboTTue orthography. 
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A Letter firom ike Rev. J. Avery Shepherd, 

Somerset Place (Cool Spring, P. O.), Dec. 2, 1847. 
Dr. a. Comstock : 

Dear Sir, — By your courtesy and kindness, I was not only supplied a 
few weeks agfo with two numbers of the ** Phonetic Magazine," but with 
the first number of the New Testament in the new alphabet, and still 
more with a letter in your own hand, which, perhaps more than either 
of the printed works, demonstrated the &cility with which the graphic 
alphabet can be used. Appended to the New Testament was a note, 
implying a willingness to receive any expression of opinion which the 
recipient of the pamphlet might be disposed t6 give regarding the enter- 
prise in which you are engaged. 

Will you allow me to express a few reflections which I have made, 
after no very slight examination of this subject, and especially in con. 
nexion with the works you have had the* kindness to send me? And I 
would make these reflections take the form of an answer to each of these 
three questions :-^ 

1. Is our present system of orthography a deplorable one? 

2. Is it desirable to introduce a better one ? 

3. Is such a change practicable ? 

To the first question, it would seem that there could be but one an- 
swer. Any one who still retains a vivid impression of school-boy days, 
may perhaps call to mind many instances of severe flogging, where be 
was either the sufferer or a trembling witness, when the only fiiult, per- 
haps, grew out of the total inabilily to remember accurately the most 
unnatural and irregular orthography probably in Christendom. 

No one who has ever had any experience in teaching foreigners our 
language, can well forget the look of dismay, and sometimes of despair, 
with which his pupils regarded their early lessons in orthography. 
These things, with no smafi experience in teaching children in by-srone 
years, ha,Ye satisfied me that the orthography of the English is perhaps 
the most manetrous, as well as perplexing, that modern literature can 
furnish. 

2. Is it desirable to introduce a better one ? 

.On this point I will say but a few words, for I must think that the 
teachers of children, and tutors of foreigners, who are among the best 
judges, must gradually be brought to yield assent. 

One thing has always seemed strange to me, that amongst aU the 
exact sciences, with works on wliich our language is peculiarly rich, 
there should be no such thing a» a complete analysis of the sounds of 
our language, and characters to represent them. As a science it seems 
to me that the elementary sounds of our language should long ere this 
have been hilly analysed. 

But to come to the third question, — Is a reform practicable ? 

Experiments hitherto have proved it not to be so, for two or three rea- 
sons, which I will give : 

Many proposed systems of reform have originated more as a kind of 
pastime than as a serious business. 

AU (hat I have seen heretofore (and I have seen several) have failed 
in two very important particulars : — 
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First, — ^They did not eucceed in a perfect analysis of the sounds in 
our langrnagre (under this remark I include njso some halfla-dozen sys- 
tems of stenog^raphy which I have examined and partially learned). 
This alone would be a fatal objection in the way of a reform. None 
would come into a measure to general as a reform in the spelling of the 
whole language, if they discovered that the reformer was only going to 
substitute for the present imperfect orthography of our language some 
imperfect orthography of his own invention. 

The second cause of failure has been in the characters employed by 
the several reformers. Most of them differed so very widely from the 
characters now in use, that it seemed akin to acquiring a new language 
to learn them- Most of them were, on the specimen printed pages, 
rather unpleasant to the eye than otherwise ; and this alone would deter 
multitudes from looking upon a reform with any pleasure. None of them 
presented a sufficient variety of capitals, amall letlera, and italica, which 
are indispensable to our modern systems of printing. And all that I 
have seen presented such characters for their graphic system, that it 
would require years of practice to be able to write with anything like a 
medium facility ; and without a perfect and convenient graphic alphabet, 
I am fully persuaded that no reform can ever succeed. 

Now, to say nothing of the many reasons that may be urged Jn favor 
of a reform, allow me to express in a few words what I think of your 
own system. 

Serious causes of failure, originating with the inventors themselves, 
have hitherto accompanied every preceding effort. But I am persuaded 
not in your case. 

First, — It has been (so it appears, from your magazines and publica- 
tions) prosecuted with earnestness and zeal 

The analysis (it seems to me, afler many trials) of the sounds of the 
language is quite complete. Moreover, (which is no small thing,) your 
profession and position will give the* public a confidence in your ability 
to analyze thoroughly every sound in our language. 

And as to your alphabet The letters are not unnecessarily or arbi. 
trarily new, so that they may be learned in a short time. They are so 
varied also as to answer every purpose of modern printing ; while the 
graphic alphabet, strange as a new character may at first strike the eye, 
will be found, ^upon tracing it with a pen, to have been formed with 
studious attention to the ease and rapidity of formation. If the English 
language should not hereafler be written and printed in a perfoct alpha- 
bet, the fault will be with the people, and not, as heretofore, with the 
inventors. At all events, you will have decided whether the English 
ever will her written in a perfect alphabet ; for, if this undertaking does 
not succeed, no future one ever /;an ; such at least is my humble opinion. 
I cannot, however, but hope that your alphabet will come into general 
use. I shall use my influence where -I can in its favor ; though really 
where I am at present (dn the south side of Albemarle Sound) there is 
apparently little prospect that there will be many readers of any alphabet 
for some years to com^. I shall send for a Testament the first oppor« 
tunity. With many hearty wishes for your success, I am, dear Sir, 
Very respectfully yours, 

J. AVERY SHEPHERD. 
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A Letter from the Ret, Samuel Aaron^ Principal of Tree Mount 
Seminary. 

NoRWSTOWN, Pa., July 18, 1848. 
Dr. a. CoMffTocK : 

My Dear Sir, — Although so little griven to puffing that I have not fop 
years even advertised my own school, a sense of duty compels me to 
notice in terms of the highest commendation the truly benevolent and 
philosophical ef&rts you are making to diffuse the knowledge and estab- 
lish the use of the perfect alphabet. 

As a teacher of young men and boys for many years, I have had a 
laborious and most painfiil experience in inculcating the thousands of 
absurdities and irregularities in English orthography. To stamp on the 
memory of youth a jargon imposed on us 'all by the authority of lexico- 
graphers, is an undertaking about equally hateful in th(? labor, hopeless 
in the prospect, and stupid in the accomplishment The contradictions 
and enigmas in spelling are well adapted to beget in bright youths a 
persuasion, that the chain of knowledge, instead of being a series of 
beautifully connected links, is a tissue of tangled knots and kinks, and 
that teachers are a pack of arbitrary blockheads. A dull boy never 
learns to spell ; a smart and willing one acquires the aif afler many 
years as a hateful conventional necessity. 

Your alphabet, very agreeable to the eye, and, for aught I see, cotn- 
plete in the elementary sounds, can be learned in a few days by any one 
not an idiot ; and then distinct reading follows in a few days more. I 
have no doubt a sprightly child, ignorant of all letters, could be taught 
by its use to read slowly but surely in one week ; while now such read- 
ing is a work of years, and spelling is almost never learned. 

I must commend your alphabet for its good appearance. Without 
meaning to disparage the ** Anglo-Saxon," which I now receive, and 
with high respect for its conductoris, I am free to say that the beautiful 
page of your New Testament is vastly superior to any other phonotypy 
I have seen. 

It is perfectly truthful, but may seem like flattery, to say that your 
intelligent and tireless zeal in advancing this great reform, has no 
parallel so far as I know, and will doubtless be better rewarded by your 
own consciousness of benevolence and right intention than by any eulogy 
of mine. You will meet with much opposition, be ridiculed by the 
stupid, the conservative will inveigh against your ** mad innovation^'* the 
literary bigot will dread the loss of his occupation, but time, perseverance, 
and the common sense of- the world, will effect your triumph. 

I heartily approve the publication of your intended monthly, and I 
hope it may soon be read and appreciated by many thousands. 

My school will take sixty copies for one year ; and be assured my 
pupils generally are as cordial as myself in the hope of your success. 

Direct a copy to Dr. Dunlap, Norristown, your former pupil. 
I am sincerely your affectionate friend, 

SAMUEL AARON. 
10 
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A Letter from Jod Wickersham, Eeq. 
Dr. A. Comstock: , 10th Mo. 26, 1848. 

A few weiekfi nince a friend of mine handed me a few numbers of the 
Phonetic Magazine, also the Phonetic Speaker, and the Phonetic Te8ta- 
ment, which I have carefully etamined ; and I think the writing: and 
printing reformation hae assumed a form in these works altogether 
superior to anything which, under the name of literary reform, has 
heretofore claimed the attention of the public. When Pitman*s system 
first appeared in these parts, it was in' high repute here ; not so much, 
however, because it was considered perfect, but because it was regarded 
as so much superior to the old system that the adoption of it would be 
very desirable. Pitman's new characters are very faulty, not only on 
account of their grotesque appearance, but on account of the similarity 
of their forms, which renders it difficult to distinguish one fi-om another. 
Pitman's practice of changing his alphabet continually has very much 
retarded the progress of his system ; for few can be found willing to 
learn an alphabet that is to be thrown away as soon as learned. But I 
find all these dif^culties obviated in the work before me ; not only so, 
but in this system, with its faultless alphabet, and graphic signs for in- 
flection, emphasis, and melody, there is a perfection attained that cannot 
fail to recomm'end it to every enlightened mind. 

The people of Ohio are beginning to move in this great reform every, 
where, and they will have something better than the present barbarous 
system of orthography. I think that if the claims of Dr. Comstock*s 
system could be laid before the people, it would not fail to be introduced 
into the common schools in a short time. 

I send enclosed one dollar, for which you may send roe one copy of 
the present volume of the Phonetic Magazine. Direct to 

JOEL WICKERSHAM, 
East Fairfidd P. O., CciumUana Co,, Ohio. 



From the Colporteur and ChUdreiCs Friend, Philadelphia, 1850. 

The December number of Com»toc1(*B Phonetic Telegraph is before us, 
and we take occasion to make a fow remarks ilpon the- orthography of 
the English language, and the reform proposed by Dr. Comstock. 

When we consider that there are in , the English language about 
seventy thousand words, not sixty of which are spelled as Uiey are pro- 
nounced, we are glad to see that there are those who are willing to brave 
public opinion by making every one of these seventy thousand stand in 
his own proper dress, speak for himself^ and tell his own name. 

It is said, that, in the infi^ncy of the art of painting, the artist was 
obliged to write under his picture, *• This is a horse,^* or whatever tlie 
painting might represent. If his label had been written in English^ it 
would have been necessary for an interpreter to stand by,- and say, 
•» These letters speU horse." 

The wretched orthography to which the children in our schools, and 
all who either read or write, are condemned, is most wisely placed by 
Dr. Comstock side by side with his own beautiful phonetic characters, 
thus exhibiting to the greatest advantage the beauty of the one and the 
deformity of the otlier. We foel that, in his noble undertaking, the 
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author of the " Perfect Alphabet" must content himself with the con- 
sciousness of ectingf for the benefit of his fellows, rather than with the 
prospect of pecuniary remuneration. The difficulties which stand in his 
way are manifold; but one who has had the boldness to commence will 
not fear to carry out his reform. If he receives that countenance from 
men of letters which he should, we may hope that he may see even in 
his lifetime the success of his project. 

Dr. Comstoek*s Alphabet comprises thirty-eight characters, represent- 
ing each for itself a single sound, and never any other. There are none 
of those useless silent letters which disfigure the present system. When 
a child has once learned the sound of a letter, it is done forever — when 
he meets with it again, it is an old acquaintance. 

The Rev. Mr. Aaron (who, by the way, has one more letter in his 
name than is needed,) says : — 

** As a teacher of young nien and boys for many years, I have had & 
laborious and most painful experience in inculcating the thousands of 
absurdities and irregularities in English orthography. To stamp on the 
memory of youth a jargon imposed on us all by the authority of lexico- 
graphers, is an undertaking about equally hatefbl in the labor, hopeless 
in the prospect, and stupid in the accomplishment. The contradictions 
and enigmas in spelling are well adapted to beget in bright youths a 
persuasion, that the chain of knowledge, instead of being a series of 
beautifully connected link?, is a tissue of tangled knots and kinks, and 
that teachers are a pack of, arbitrary blockheads. A dull boy never 
learns to spell ; a smart and willing one acquires the art afler many 
years as a hateful conventional necessity. 

** Your alphabet, very agreeable to the eye, and, for aught I see, com- 
plete in the elementary sounds, can be learned in a few days by any one 
not an idiot ; and then distinct reading follows in a few days more. I 
have no doubt a sprightly child, ignorant of all letters, cotild be taught 
by its use to read slowly but surely in one week ; while now such read- 
ing is a work of years, and spelling is almost never learned." 

We think that the speediest way for introducing this excellent system 
would be to have, as far as possible, a column or part of a column of 
the most widely circulated newspapers printed in the new orthography. 
We are much mistaken if the demand for more, and still more, would 
not be made by the readers as soon as they had thus had an opportunity 
of judging of the comparative merits of the old and new systems. We 
wish this, and every other true reform, complete success. 



[From the National Era.] 
SPELLING REJ^ORM. 

O* Our correspondent is mistaken in supposing that our columns are 
to be devoted to the purposes he names. We have not opposed the 
Spelling Reform.— [Ed, Era. 

East Fairfield, Columbiana Co., Ohio, April 6, 1850. 

To THE £!dIT0R of THE NATIONAL ErA I 

We are sorry to learn the colomns of the National Era are devoted to 
the overthrow of Pitman's and Comstock*s system of representing the 
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Bounds of the human voice, which the Editor has recognized as ** Konu 
$tok*8 Purfekt Alfabet,** He assumes the position, **■ that all attempts to 
establish it will remain as literary cariosity only. Its advocates seem 
to overlook three things." They have not only overlooked, but they have 
vnderlooked them too. His first objection is, " We are cumbering our- 
selves with two alphabets, instead of one." Experience has proved 
that those who learn phonotypy first, can learn to read heterotypic 
printing, by the resemblance of words, in one«tenth the time required 
to master it by the present cumbrous and wearisome practice of con^. 
mitting to memory the barbarous manner of spelling. H Second, .the 
force of association with the actual appearance of familiar words, so that 
no one who has read Spenser, for example, would be willing to see his 
stanzas, even in our common orthography." Just as though we could 
not appreciate the sentiments of a poet without having the spelling clouded 
with all the obscurity imaginable. When a person is reading to us from 
one of these books that &re over-righteous in their orthography, why do 
we not tell him to spell the words, that we may the better relish their 
sublime sentiments. And why not spell our words when conversing, if 
the spelling gives so much dignity to thought? "Third, it is not the 
written English tongue," &c. We do not claiip it to be. It is printing* 
the human voice, what the world has never had before We are not 
going to dispute with the Editor about the plausibility of " well-trained 
children of five or six being able to spell and read fluently," because 
we are unacquainted with the more than ordinary talents of such chil- 
dren who are born in the heart of literature and knowledge ; butj as for 
us back-woods^ thichbrained^ flat-headed people, we have to go to school 
from twelve to fifteen years, and even then, on taking up histories of 
foreign countries, and books with unfamiliar words, we never know to a 
certainty whether we give the correct pronunciation or not. 

We hardly know what to say in regard to the umbrage which has been 
taken at the pronunciation. But it is our candid opinion that the Editor 
is either not acquainted with the alphabet and system, or he does not 
know how words should be pronounced ; because Dr. Comstock is ac- 
knowledged to be the greatest elocutionist in the United States, and his 
pronunciation is founded upon the highest authorities in America, We 
would have heartily thanked the gentleman for so charitably commend- 
ing the system to the public, ** especially the aged," had he not been so 
slow in the movement. We fear he is up rather late in the day to com- 
mend a system whose own novelty, simplicity, and philosophical founda- 
tion, will recommend it to all lovers of literature and science — to all who 
are interested in the education and elevation of the whole hunian family. 
Even now, thousands ard rushing it forward with the'speed of the car. 
The dark clouds of prejudice, and the mighty clamor of ignorance, that 
woald have buried it in the dust, are beginning to subside. It is con- 
stantly gaining admittance into the colleges and high schools throughout 
our enlightened and happy land. Fear not ** a century or two will pass" 
before it becomes the common type for printing. We have no such 
doubts ; and we are firmly convinced it is the very thing the world stands 
in need of. What we sincerely ask of our friends is to give it a candid 
and thorough examination before condemning it 
Yours, truly, 

J. WICKERSHAM. 
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[From the Providence Daily Journal.] 
THE PHONETIC ALPHABET. 

To the Editor qf the Journal : 

I have lately had the pleasure of meeting with Dr. Comstock, of Phi- 
ladelphia, well known throughout the United States as one of the greatest 
elocutionists of the day, and also renowned for the success he has met 
with in curing stammering and various other imperfections of speech. 
But I wish to speak of him now in relation to one of the most practical 
inventions of modem times, a new Alphabet fo^ the English language. 
Dr. Comstock is a man deeply versed in philological lore, and has made 
this subject his study for years. He has at length matured it and given 
it to the world as the result of his investigations into the regions of 
thought and deep practical sense. Any one who has at all looked into 
the science of the English language, must have seen at once, that, as a 
language, it is (though one of the noblest in the world) sadly deficient 
in rules and laws. In &ct, there is no law, no rule, in relation to the 
pronunciation of words, as may be seen from the fact that the Jetten 
o-u-g'hj for instance, are pronounced in eeven different ways, and that it 
is only through common usage that it is known which of these seven 
ways is correct Now a foreigner and a stranger to our language knows 
nothing of common usage; he must learn the language by rule; but 
how can he know the proper pronunciation of a word, when he sees 
seven di^rent words, with what seems to him the same combination of 
letters, and yet is told they are pronounced in seven different ways ! 
This very great difficulty, and to many persons an insurmountable one, 
Dr. Comstock's new alphabet is designed to meet and to obviate. He 
has a character for each of the elementary sounds in the English lan- 
guage ; and any one, by paying attention to the characters, may learn 
very readily to read by them. 

But some objectors may say. Will not 'this alphabet, if introduced 
generally, change our language entirely ? To this I answer by another 
question. Is not our language constantly changing ? Is it by any means 
the same as it was two hundred years ago, to say nothing of going still 
farther back? Do not books, published then, require a dictionary to tell 
us the meaning of many of the words, and is not the way of spelling 
them quite obsolete now ? But let the new alphabet be used, and there 
is, there can be no change ; fi>r, by this, every word must be written and 
pronounced by a fixed rule, so that the very word conveys, on its face, 
its own pronunciation, and there will be no need of referring to diction, 
aries or authorities to decide ; the alphabet is its own interpreter of 
sounds. I send you herewith one of Dr. Comstock*s newspapers, so that 
you may see for yourself his plan ; and you will be satisfied, Mr. Editor, 
after you look into it, that it needs no eulogy of mine to recommend it 
to your notice, or that of your readers. 

J. A. E.» 

^ We have reason to think that the above article was written by Mrs. Jane A. 
Xames, of Providence, B. L — the authoress of a very interesting anonynoui work, 
enUUed, "Budget of Letters."— a 
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A Letter from the Reo. WiUiam Beardsley, 
Author of a Phonetic Alphabet and a System of Short-Hand. 

Bristol, Kendall Co., Illinois, Feb. 20, 1851. 

0E. 'A. COUSTOCK : 

Dear Sir, — ^For several months I have been proposing to write to you 
on the subject of the reform yoa so nobly persevere in — that of the writ- 
ten representatioa of speech ; or, as I would style it, The Epographic 
Reform* 

Your Pamphonetxcon, as to its g^eneral features, commends itself to 
every mind capable of judging of its merits, as an improvement in 
literature, which, if generally adopted, would be of greater utility for the 
generation now growing up, and for those to come, than all our modern 
improvements in the arts, as effected by the application of steam-power 
to machinery These, indeed, facilitate the acquisition of wealth in a 
great variety of ways, as well as multiply, almost incalculably, the con« 
leniencies of life. They also bring regions of the earth, remote from 
each other, into proximity, and thus introduce distant nations to each 
other's acquaintance, and open to our view illimitable sources of know- 
ledge and enjoyment v 

But the Pamphonetioon, let it be put into general operation, would be 
the key to unlock those sources of knowledge to every mind, and thus 
qualify, or furnish the means to qualify all who would avail themselves of 
its advantages. And, as to the pecuniary advantages it would afford, 
if the maxim, '* A penny saved is a penny earned," is true, this improve- 
ment would not suffer in comparison with any of those effected by steam- 
power. And then the mighty impetus it would give to the study of Ian- 
guage, and the magic power it would exert to dispel the confusion and 
jargon of modern tongues, and gradually prepare the way for one uni- 
versal language ; or, at least, to remove one of the chief obstacles to the 
acquisition of the different languages, so as to render them comparatively 
easy, and thus remove, also, one of the great barriers to international 
communication and amity. 

How vastly would such a reform, or rather revolution, speed the march 
of science and of the ,arts in every land, and especially in our own ! 
Suppose the two millions of children, or more, in the United States, now 
in a process of drilling in our primary schools, in order to " beat into 
them*' a knowledge of the common alphabet, and of its labyrinthic ar. 
rangements into words to represent our spoken language, instead of 
being thus absurdly led, or driven " in terrorem," through all the count, 
less intricacies of such a chaos — instructed correctly in the science of 
Epology, or Phonetics, and then, in the simple representation of the ele- 
mentary sounds, on the principle of one simple sign to each elementary 
sound, and always the same letter to denote one and the same sound^ 
who can estimate the amount of energy such a change would impart to 
those millions of young minds, now comparatively inert? — inert, because 
uninterested, and uninterested because uninformed as to tiie very rudi- 
ments of their mother tongue. Instead of drilling them much of their 
time in school for many years, in the dry and most repulsive task of 
reading and spelling syllables and words, which few ever perfectly at- 
tain, and less retain, let them once and forever learn the true theory and 
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practice (which a great portion of them would be able to do within a 
month), and then let them apply their minds to the study of tkivga^ so 
as to acquire knowledge, and they will manifest an ever-increasin^ 
eagerness to climb the heights of science. How different would be their 
history, and how much higher their destiny I 

Persevere, then, in the work, and may you live to witness in this ea- 
terprise as great a change as has been effected, within the last forty 
years, in locomotion by steam-power. 

Yours for the Re&rm, 

WM. BEARDSLEY. 



A LeUer from St^^ D, Stout, Esq. 

r Chakleston, Tennessee, Feb. 23, 185L 
Dr. a. Cohstock : 

Sir,^I have been reading your paper (Phonetic Telegraph) ibr more 
than a year ; and I must say that I have the highest opinion of your 
imprbved system of orthography. I received all the books that I order.ed 
from you, and a little Geography extra, which is truly a beautiful book. 
I was pleased with the Phonetic Alphabet at first sight, but withheld 
my opinion till I had carefully examined the merits of the system. Now, 
I think I am not mistaken when I say that the Phonetic Alphabet is one 
of the greatest inventions of the age. Its beautiful appearance, its sim- 
plicity, and, above all, its perfection, speak highly in its favor ; and, so far 
as my observation extends, it has been favorably received wherever it has 
been examined. ' 

I feel deeply interested in your publications, and will do all in my 
power to aid you in this great Reform. 
Yours, truly, 

STEPHEN D. STOUT. 
Teacher qf a GratnmarSehooL 



A Letter from J, K. Mitchdl, M, Z>., the Prqfeseor qf the 7%eory and 
Practice €f Medicine, in Jeffereon Medical College, Philadelphia, and a 
Member of the American Philosophical Society. 

Philadelphia, Jane 28, 1851. 
A. CoMSTOCK, M. D. : 

Dear Sir, — From a critical examination of your great theory of Pfao- 
neticB, I am glad to find that the system, has already attained to com- 
pletion. To me it is truly gratifying to learn that an alphabet exists 
which is strictly representative, not only of all the sounds, but of their 
various modifications in speech, in every language in which books are 
written upon the arts and sciences. I am glad to perceive this, because 
I consider a universal alphabet of the greatest value to the civilized 
world. A knowledge of your system enables the student, at once and 
always, to read every book printed conformably to it, not only in Eng. 
lish, but in French, German, Latin, Greek, Spanish, Italian, &c. The 
greatest obstacle to the acquisition of one*s vernacular, or any other 
huguage, is thus entirely removed, and the learner finds the only insu- 
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perable impediment to Belf-inatruction totally obviated. Not only will 
your system of Phonetica do these things, hot it will produce that uni* 
formity of pronunciation so desirable and so eleg-ant. 

I esteem your efforts of the greatest value, because I perceive that the 
dream of Franklin has become, in your hands, a profound reality. 

I remain, dear sir, truly yours, J. K. MITCHELL. 

A Lmtrfnm <A« Ret. D, O. MaOery, €f Woodttock, Virginia. 
Ihi. A. CoMSTOCK : Fairfax €. H., Va., March 31st, 1855. 

Dear Sir, — I am delighted with your little book, (Phonetic Readert 
Na L), and shall do what I am able, to make it known in my neigh- 
borhood. 

I have been a teacher duri&g most of the last ten years, and have a 
thousand times lamented that we have an orth<^raphy so absurd. Your 
beautiful alphabet is all that I can desire. Its adaptation to all lan^ 
linages, and particularly its relation to the missionary work, makes me 
most anxious for its speedy adoption. Had I the power to eompd its 
adoption by all missionaries, that power should be exercised. 

Enclosed, please find postage-stamps for the Readers, and also for 
your TreatiMe on Phonology^ which, latter please send by mail. I shall 
get some, if not all of your other books, when I reach home. I expect 
to remain here during the month of April, and afler that shall reside 
permanently at Woodstock, Shenandoah county, Va. Yours sincerely, 

D. G. MALLERY. 



Another Letter from Rev, D, O, MaUery. 
Db. Combtook : F. C. H., April 18th, 1855. 

Dear Sir, — ^Your letter came to hand while I was conversing with 
another minister on your system. Although I had never seen a script 
alphabet in actual pen and ink writing, yet I read it without the least 
hesitation ; and, handing it to my friend, he found but few words which 
he did not understand, notwithstanding his only acquaintance with your 
alphabet was gained from looking over the slip of printed paper which 
you enclosed, and that while I was reading your letter. 

I hope to see the day when we shall have the Hebrew Bible printed 
in your phonetic characters ; and I am sure it~would delight the eyes 
of many who, like myself have wearied themselves with the uncouth 
characters in which we are now obliged to read it 

As you are aware, it is one of the subjecte on which candidates for 
the (Presbyterian) ministry are examined ; yet you will not, I think, find 
one in ton who can read it after five years* ministerial life. This is 
owing, in a great measure, to the irksomeness of the task of keeping 
up their acquaintence with it; and this is occasioned by the character 
of the letters which, with the subscript vowel-points, gives a confused 
appearance to the page, wearying the eyes of all, and permanently in- 
juring the eyes of many. 

If such a book as ** Arnold*s Hebrew Book** could be published with 
some portion of Grenesis and the Psalms added to it, and all in your 
phonetic characters, the labor of learning Hebrew would become a 
pleasure. Yours truly, 

D. G. MALLERY, 
Woodstock, Shenandoah Co , Va. 
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A Letter firnn N, F. CooUdge^ Princ^ ef Cotton HiU Senmtary^ Ch. 
Dr, a. G)mstock : G)tton Hill, Ga., July 7, 1855. 

Dear Sir, — I am well satisfied, finm the simplicity and utility of your 
Universal Alphabet, that it is a work ** destined for immortality ;'* ahd 
that if you will publish a complete series of school-books, in my humble 
opinion, ten years will suffice to work a general reformation, and class 
the old alphabet among the ** things that have been, but are no moie.** 

Permit me to say, most respectfully, that your claims are not so 
generally understood as they should be. I think your watchword should 
be agitation — ^your motto, keep it before the people; for the friends of this 
reform are looking to you to carry it forward. Respectfully, 

N. F. OOOLEDGE. 



A Letter from Gilbert Randolph, Eeq, 

Morgan E(pnti, TsnscZy Not. lib, 1864. 
Dr. AndrdEohstok: 

Dir Sur — Mcor 6an a ynr agco I root t9 yu, and rxsivd on ansur, rslatir tv 
yxjT F<onetik wiirks ,• ams qi6 tim I hay bin ordiinq sum or y»r wurks drs 
hz hijps ov Lipinkot, Gramboo k En. 

I am wcl plxzd wi5 yur Sistsm ot Foonstiz. Txir Foonstik karaktons dv 
not luk 8C0 hnked, kruked, and unsitli ac Pitman'z. Csrli yiirz wil tek 
bstur wi6 68 Amsnkan pxpl 6an hiz. 

I am tx6ii) a komun sk^l, and hay a klas ndiQ m &c Testamsnt: qil 6e 
nd, I hay Eomstok's FoonEtik Testamsnt bxfcor mi. H(p xzi it is ! It is noo 
trubl t9 kol svun hard nem m it. 

I am triuQ tv get mi patrunz in 66 spint oy Foonctiz. If I snksxd, I cal 
ordur a pak oy yur buks bxtwm 6is and spng. I wud bx glad if yur Dik- 
cunan kud bx rsdi bi 6at tim. I hay sevural students n(p, h? nd yur Foo- 
nstik pnnt prsti wsl, and ssyural h? kan spsl olmoost sni wnrd bi scpnd. I 
am konyinst 6at 68 stndi oy Fconstiz wiL fasilitet 68 studi oy ordografi[, xvn 
akordn) tv 68 cold medud. 

If yu ar publicn) a pmodikal m yur Alfabet, I dizir yu ts send it tv mx; 
and 68 subpknpcun pris oal bx fcorOkumig upon 68 nsxt oy 68 forst numbur. 
Mi pcost-ofis iz, Port Qk SpnDQz, Boon Ecpnti, Tsnssx. 

Yur wurks hay giyn entir satisfakcun qereynr I hay surkuletsd 68m. 
Hoopn) t9 hxr from yu s^n, relatiy ts yur Dikcunan, tvgE6ur wi6 sni sug^ss- 
6nnz yu me sx fit t9 mek is wun hn wiciz yur Foonstiz yimiynrsal snksss, I 
am yurz, nspsktfuli, G. BANDOLF. 

A Letter from Wm, Johns, E»q., of Talladega, Alabama. 

Taladiga, Alabama, Okt. 9, 1847. 
guR, — I hay wi6 pli;jur, and, I trust, not wi6(pt profit, rxsxyd and ntd 6s 
dxfarent namburz oy yur Foonstik Magazm, from 68 komsnsment ot its 
publikeonn. 

Yurz iz, ts mi mind, a lodabl entnrpriz, and destxnd ts sfekt mn6 for ha 
koz oy larnig, not oonlx amug 6coz h? nqp spik 6i Igglic laQgwij, but M rsn- 
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dnni) a noli^ ot it m or akwinoan, nidsi its adoponn bi 6x ii8ixr neenns 
OT fti orA. An inl probabh bi hi altimatnm. 

Wer It n8888an, and kud I pmiioi ts efskt sni diz)» I mit se mesa gud 
diz)s m nleenn tv jut sntsm ot Fflonografi, and ysr sftortfl for nform ; but 
I kanot nikiunj yv mo efekduali em a6ar we as bi givig ys mi ton patruni j. 
I fterftur nikla» 70 min dolor, mb 68 nkwest 6at jv ssnd mi 66 Magazm 
for 68 karsnt yir. 

I bar kom8n8t 61 88tablicm8nt ot an mdipendsnt Hi Skvl m 619 plea (Ta> 
ladiga) ; and, lik ysr frsnd Birdsli, '' I am disim8 t8 obten, at 6x aptset, ht 
mami aprvrd hvka, and ts mtnodm 68 mowt aprvrd meduds ot instmkcun." 
ibkd I oai, ai 8vn ai konvmysnt^ 8gainin ysr sxm ov bnks ; and, if 6e ar 
qot I antisipety adopt 68m ai text-buks, and 8nd8yiir ts bar 68m xntnodxTst 
^nrali, m 618 k(pnti. Yxm, wx6 nspekl, WM. JDONZ. 

Db. a. E0M8TOK, Fiiad8lfta. 

Tke/oUotDing L%ne9, accompanied with the Firet Edition of the Treatiee on 
Phonology, were eent to an vncle (eince deceaeed), who wa» both a Clergy^ 
man and a Phyeician, 

VilaMfsA, Epnl 2, 1846. 

I'y bm 8nge^dy as bi 6n lins yul si. 

In mekiQ porfekt q>r ordografi. 

$r an888tarc, az if 68r sunz ts bo6nry 

Spcld wnrdz wnn we — prooncpnst 68m m ana6ar; 

Bi 68 sem sin 8xpr88t kwit difar8nt s(pnds, 

Q16 mu6, yu nco, 68 pupil's mind konfcpnds. 

But wi, bH liY m 618 enlitnd e^, 

Q8n nndn) but imprvvment n 68 re^, 

Q8n Komurs bngz bur mur^andis from far, 

On snortii) stimbcots and 68 flin) kar, 

Q8n wudn m8n ar med ts spik and sop, 

And nuz iz kand on 68 litnuj'z weq, 

Q8n snui art iz t? puri^eun bro^ 

And SYun laggwij "m six tesnz tot»" 

Wil pnrfekt ordur (pt ov keos bnp, 

And mek (pr spelig kwit an izi diQ. 

A18 baz bm don, az bi mi buk ynl a:, 

Q16 ben 68 tiil ot FoonokoJL 

Piruz 68 work, not wi6 a besti glans, 

If 71T 68 koz oT si8n8 wxrd advaas ; 

Bot wx6 do ker, and wi6 rokwirxQ mind, 

Az ol wil d? bv'd b8nifit mankind, 

Q86ar 6e psdl pilz, yuij 6i1dr8n ti6, 

Folco 68 plq), or in 68 pulpit pn6. 



Rrv. Dr. A. M. G. Koicstok, DcoliEt, Ilino. 
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A Letter from Wm. H, Allen, LL.D,^ President of Oirard College, 

QjRAKD GOLLBOl, Aug. 31, 1866. 

Dr. a. Govstock : 

Dear Sir, — Having examined your Phonetio Alphabet, I believe that it 
is founded on a correct analysis of the elementary sounds of our language, 
and that its use would greatly facilitate the acquisition of the arts of read, 
ing and spelling, as well as promote uniformity in pronunciation. The 
characters which you have adopted, being the Boman and Greek letters, or 
modifications of them, are simple in form, easy to write,, and- pleasant to 
the eye, while the tone-marks, to indicate accent^ inflection, and intonation, 
enable the reader to eomprehend and represent the exact meaning of his 
author. 

I recommend your alphabet to the attention of teachers and writers, in 
the belief that its introduction into general use would save years of irk- 
some labor to children, and be the nearest approach which has been made 
to a "royal road to knowledge." 

I remain, respectfully yours, 

WM. H. ALLEN. 



A Letter from the Rev, Lyman Coleman, D, D., Principal of the Preehy-^ 
terian Institute, and Author of "An Historical Text-Book, and Atlae of 
Biblical Geography ;" "Ancient Chrietianity Exemplified/* " Apoetolie 
and Primitive Church," Ac, Ac, 
Dr. a. Comstock : 

Dear Sir, — I do but reiterate the common sentiment of all who have dnlj 
examined your Phonetio Alphabet, in giving expression to the conviction 
that the characters which you have adopted greatly surpass, in simplicity 
and beauty, all similftr attempts to analyze and express the elementary 
sounds of our language ; and I consider that your Pamphoneticon is the 
nearest approach which has ever been made to a universal alphabet. 

Were it possible to reduce our spelling to a system so simple, so compre- 
hensive, and complete, it would be an incalculable service to all who en- 
eounter the difficulties of the anomalous orthography of our noble language. 
Even should a reform so desirable prove unsuccessful, your efforts in thif 
direction are not the less important to all those who study the first prin- 
ciples of our own, or of foreign languages. 

Very respectfully yours, 

LYMAN COLEMAN. 
PmLABSLPHiA, Sept. 6, 18d5. 

I concur entirely in the opinion of Dr. Coleman. 

JOHN S. HART, 

Principal of the Philadelphia High SchooL 
Septomber 7, 1865. 
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A Letter from Jamee M, Marrieon, Esq., the LinguUt and Poet. 

Philadelphia, Oct. Z, 1855. 
Dr. Comstock : 

Dear Sir, — Although what I may say in oommendation of your Phonetio 

System can hava little or no weighty being, aa Boms says, 



" ^— «— _ a nameless wight, 

Trod in the mire dean out of sight;" 

yet having, for a period of over thirty years, made the study of languages 
a recreation, I consider myself not altogether incompetent to say a good 
word for you. 

Every linguist knows that, poor as the English tongue is in articulate 
sounds, the Roman alphabet is Inadequate to give them all expression. It 
is equally evident that numerous combinations of letters are retained to 
express sounds that are now obsolete or provincial. Hence the apparently 
absurd combinations of letters expressing the same sound, and the equally 
absurd double, triple, and even quadruple debt which the same letter is 
made to pay, by representing different sounds — an anomaly found, to the 
same extent, in no other tongue ; alike repulsive to foreigners and puzzling 
to children. Your system cuts a clear path through this tangled thicket^ 
by giving each letter an articulate sound, and each sound a uniform 
representation. 

As our knowledge of the great family of man increases, our ideas require 
to be expressed in words whose uncouth sounds cannot be written in Ro* 
man characters, such as Chinese, Hindostanee, Russian, Ac. ; but they can 
be easily managed by your system. And provincial peculiarities, as well 
as words from the French, Spanish, Ac, when printed in your characters, 
can be read to a native without exciting his risibility. 

To my mind, the most ingenious part of your whole system is its tone- 
mark*, by means of w];iich the reader is not only enabled to pronounce 
single words correctly, but to give the very tones of the language in which 
the author himself would express his ideas. 

Wishing you as much gain and glory as your meritorious labors deserye^ 
I am yours, very respectfully, 

JAMES M. MORRISON. 



Philadelphia, Oct 6, 1855. 
I HAVB examined Dr. Comstock's Phonetic Alphabet with some care, 
and I consider it decidedly the best that I have ever seen. 

P. REDFIELD, 
Phonographer and Principal of Mantua Boys' School. 
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OF 

WITH A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF 

THE PRESENT PHONETIC ALPHABETS. 



We have careMly compared the Phonetic Alphabet of Dr. 
A. Comstock, of Philadelphia, with that of Isaac PitmaD, of 
England, now used by himself in that country, and by An- 
drew J. Graham in this; also with the modification of the 
said alphabet as used by Longley, Prosser, and Benn Pitman, 
in Cincinnati ; and we have no hesitation in saying that the 
Alphabet of Dr. Comstock is far preferable, for the following 
reasons : — 

1. Dr. Comstock's alphabet is founded on a correct analysis 
of the elementary sounds of the language ; whereas Pitman's 
alphabet, as well as its modification, i^ founded on an incor- 
rect analysis of these sounds.* 

2. The alphabet of Dr. C. contains aH the letters of the old 
alphabet; whereas the other alphabets reject three of them, 
viz., c, q, and x. • 

3. In Dr. C.'s alphabet, the letters of the old alphabet are 
employed in a way which essentially aids the pupil in acquiring 

• We do not here wish to be understood as referrins, in any respect what«Ter, to Pitman** 
Sktfrt-Hand Alphabet His Phonographv, as he calls it, though not strictly phonetic, is admitted 
to be the best system of Short-Hand which has yet been devised. 

(121) 
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a knowledge of other laDgaages, as they are appropriated, as 
far as practicable, to the corresponding sounds in the different 
languages in which the Koman alphabet is used ; whereas, in 
Pitman's alphabet, as well as in its modification, the letters 
of the Roman alphabet are not employed in a way which 
affords the learner of other languages essential aid. 

4. Whenever there is a sound common to the English and 
the Greek, and the English having no letter for it, but the 
Greek a letter appropriated to the sound, this letter, in Dr. 
C.'s alphabet, is made to represent the same sound ; whereas, 
in Pitman's alphabet, as well as in its modification, not one 
Greek letter which is employed by him, is appropriated to the 
sound that it represents in the Greek. Not only so : Mr. Pit- 
man has formed new letters which are inelegant, when he 
might have taken Greek letters which are beautiful, to repre- 
sent sounds that are common to the two languages. 

5. All the letters in Dr. G.^s alphabet are symmetrical, and, 
in print, afford a beautiful page ; whereas, in Pitman's alpha- 
bet, as well as in its modification, many of the letters are 
uncouth, and, in print, make the page unseemly. 

6. Dr. C.'s alphabet has tone-marks to indicate accent, in- 
flection, and intonation, which enable one to read, at any period 
however distant, an author exactly as he intended ; but Pit- 
man's alphabet, as well as its modification, is destitute of tone- 
marks, and, consequently, affords no such aid. 

In conclusion, we would say that Dr. C.'s alphabet is the 
only one which we have ever seen that deserves the name of 
phonefiCy for it is the only one which has a letter appropriated 
to every elementary sound of the language, and signs to repre- 
sent the various modifications of the voice in reading and 
speaking. And we verily believe that this alphabet would not 
only enable the pupil to resolve vocal words into their ele- 
mentary sounds, and to read with propriety, but would greatly 
facilitate his acquisition of our present anomalous orthography. 
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With these views we cordially recommend Dr. Comstock's 
Phonetic Alphabet to the consideration of those who feel an 
interest in a subject so well calculated to facilitate the acqui- 
sition of knowledge, and promote the extension of morality 
and religion throughout the earth. 



J. K. MITCHELL, M.D., 

ProtiBssor of Medicine in Jeffenon 
Medical Oollege, Philadelphiiu 

GEORGE ALLEN, 

Professor of Greek and Latin in the 
UniTersity of Penn^ylyania. 

S.W. CRAWFORD, D.D., 

Principal of the Academical Depart- 
ment of the Uniyeraity of Penn- 
sylvania, and Professor of Didactic 
and Pastoral Theology in the Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. 

JOHN ROBBRTON, 

Professor of Languages, No. 119 Sonth 
Ninth Street, PhUadelphia. 
THOMAS BALDWIN, 

Principal of a Mathematical and 
Classical School, Philadelphia, and 
Associate Editor of Lippinoott's 
Pronoundng Gaaetteer of the 
World. 

J. SIMMONS, 

Principal of Locust Slreet Institate 
for Toung Ladies, Philadelphia. 

A. B. IVINS, A.M., 

Principal of Friends' Central School, 
Philadelphia. 
LTMAN COLEMAN, 

Principal of the Presbyterian Insti- 
tute, Philadelphia. 

JAMES BROWN, 

Author of the Rational System of 
Ei^lish Grammar, Philadelphia. 

A. T. W. WRIGHT, 

Principal of the Normal School, 
Philadelphia. 

JOHN FAGAN, 

Stereotyper, St James* Street, Phi- 
ladelphia. 

H. E. WALLACE, 

Editor of the Law Intelligencer, Phi- 
ladelphia. 



WM. CTJRBAN, M.D., 

A Controller of the Public Schools, 
Philadelphia. 

EDWIN THOMPSON, 

Phonetic Compositor in John Fagan's 
Stereotype Foundery, Philadelphia. 

H. T. LOUDERBACK, 

Principal of Mount Vernon Mate 
Grammar Sdiool, Philadelphia. 

WILLIAM ROBERTS, 

Principal of Ring^ld Grammar 
School, Philadelphia. 

EDWIN BOOTH, 

A ControUer of the PnUie Schools, 
Philadelphia. 

JOSEPH T. COOPER, 

Editor of the Eyangelical Repository, 
and Pastor of the Second Assodato 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia. 

B. M. DUSENBERT, 

A Controller of the PuhUo Schools, 
Philadelphia. 

B. B. MEARS, 

Stereotyper, Harmony Court, Phil'a. 
WILLIAM EYANS, 

Phonetic Compositor, Ofllee of the 
Public Ledger, Philadelphia. 

NELSON SIZER, 

Professor of Phrenology, of the llrm 
qf Fowlers, Wells, A Co., Phil'a. 

B. CAPRON, 

Editor of the Phfladelphia DaUy 
Times. 

EDWARD B. JONES, 

Proprietor of the Daily Morning 
Times, Philadelphia. 
GEO. R. GRAHAM, 

Editor of Graham's Magasine, Phi- 
ladelphia. 

WM. H. SICKLES, 

A Controller of the Public Schools, 
Philadelphia. 



Digitized 



by Google 



124 



BBCOMMEKBATION OF 



8. DOUGLAS WTBTH, 

Stereotyper, No. 7 Pear Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

ANDREW McMAKIN, 

Editor of the American Oourier, 
Philadelphia. 

R. J. HEMPmLL, 

Secretary of ttie Board of Control- 
lers of the Public Schools, Phi- 
ladelphia. 

GEO. W. BURR, 

A Controller of the Public Schools, 
Philadelphia. 

ROBERT E. PETERSON, 

Editor of Peterson's Familiar Sdanoe, 
PhUadelphia. 

C. SHERMAN, 

Printer, No. 19 St James Street, 
Philadelphia. 

A, H, LAIDLAW, A.M., 

Principal of the Monroe Boys' Gram- 
mar School, Philadelphia. 

P. A. CREGAR, A. M., 

Principal of the North-West Boys* 
Grammar School, Philadelphia. 

B. P. KING, 

Printer, firm of BUng and Balrd, 
Philadelphia. 

JOSEPH PANCOAST, M.D., 

Professor of Anatomy in JefTerson 
Medical College, Philadelphia. 

JAMES W. MoCALLISTER, 

A Controller of the Public Schools, 
PhUadelphia. 

TYLER LIPPINCOTT, 

Phonetic Compositor in T. K. Collins's 
Printing Office, Philadelphia. 

JOHN SARTAIN, 

Artist, and Editor of Sartain's Maga- 
sine, Philadelphia. 

SAMUEL DURBOROW, 

Rector of the Church of tiie Eyan- 
gelists, Philadelphia. 

A. BEATTY, 

Rector of Trinity Church, Carbon- 
dale, Pennsylvania. 

M. HAMBLETON, 
Attorney at Law, and Phonographic 
Reporter, Philadelphia. 



JAMES L. TYSON, M.D., 

Professor of Materia Medics snd 
Therapeutics In the Philadelphia 
College of Medidne. 

0. CAMPBELL COOPER, M.D., 

President of the Board of Directors 
of Public Schools, 9th District, 
Philadelphia. 

B. CONYERSE, 

Editor of the Christian ObeerTer, 
Philadelphia. 

L. A. GODEY, 

Editor of Godey's Lady Book, PhilA- 
delphia. 

DAVID McKINNEY, 

Editor of the Presbyterian Banner^ 
PhUadelphia. 

W. B. JACOBS, 

Editor of the Christian Chionidei 
Philadelphia. 

M. MoMICHAEL, 

Editor of tha-. North American and 
United States Gazette, Phila. 

B. R. LOXLEY, 

Depository Agent of the American 
Baptist Publication Society, No. 118 
Arch St, Philadelphia. 

J. P. ENGLES, 

Publishing Agent of the Presbyterian 
Board of Publication, No. 205 
Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 

JAMES C. SCOTT, 

Depository Agent of PennsylTania 
Bible Society, N. W. comer of Tth 
and Walnut, PhUadelphia. 

ROBERT MORRIS, 

Editor of the Pennsjlyania Inqulx«r» 
PhUadelphia. 

JAMES S. WALLACE, 

Editor of the PhUadelphia Sun. 

J. R. FLANIGEN, 

Editor of the DaUy News, Phila. 

SAMUEL C. UPHAM, 

Editor of the Snnday Mercury, PhUa. 

WILLIAM RICE, 

Proprietor of the PennsylvaniaD, 
Philadelphia. 

EDWARD W. WEBB, 

Editor of the PennsylTonian, PbUa. 
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J. A. ROCHE, 

Pastor of the St. George's M. B. 
Church, Philadelphia. 



JOHN M. COLEMAN, 

For 18 years Principal of Orammar 
School, Philadelphia. 

JOHN LEYBURN, 

Editor of the Presbyterian, Phila. 

CHARLES WADSWORTH, 

Pastor of Arch Street Church, Phila. 

THEO. CUTLER, 

President of the Board of Direotors 
of Public Schools, Eighth Section, 
Philadelphia. 

JOSEPH WRIOHT, A. M., V.B. M., Min- 
ister of the Bible Christian Church, 
Philadelphia, and fbr more than 25 
years Principal of Millington Acar 
demy, Maryland. 

HORACE M. MARTIN, 

Editor of the Evening Argus, Phila. 

JOHN CHAMBERS, 

Pastor of the Pirst Independent 
Presbyterian Church, Broad St, 
Philadelphia, and one of the Tioe- 
Presidents of the Pennsylvania 
Bible Society. 

P. COOMBB, 

Pastor of Fifth Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Philadelphia. 



JOS. R. CHANDLER, 

[For 25 years Editor of the United 
States' Gazette, and afterwanto 
Member of Congress.] 

WM. RAMSEY, D.D., 

Paistor of the Cedar Street Ghnxtl^ 
Philadelphia. 

J. OOWPERTHWAIT, 

A Director of the Girard College, and 
for many years a Director and Con* 
troller of the PubUc Sdiools of 
Philadelphia. 

WM. H. BATT, 

Principal of Zane Street Boys' Gram- 
mar School, Philadelphia. 

JAMES BRTAN, A.M.,M.D., 

Prolbssor of Surgery in the PhUadd- 
phia College of Medicine. 

SAMUEL SARTAIN, 

Engraver on Steel, Philadelphia. 

WM. F. BRADY, 

Phonetic Compositor, Ledger Build* 
ing, Philadelphia 



A Letter from George B, Wood, M. J),, Pro/eeeor of the Theory and Prat' 
tiee of Medicine in the Univereity of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia, Sept 28, 1855. 
Dear Doctor : 

From what I know of your System of Phonology, from the great length 
of time and diligent perseverance which you have devoted to this subject^ 
and from my knowledge of your general character and ability, I have no 
doubt that your Treatise on Phonology, now in the press, will be a work 
of much research and great asefnlness, and should have no hesitation in 
recommending it to all teachers of youth, and all others desirous of forming 
a just estimate of spoken language. 

Respectfully and truly yours, 

GEO. B. WOOD. 

Dr. AlfSRBW COHSTOCK. 
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TO MY NIECE, CAROLINE, 

On the occasion of her Marriage to William 0. 

Bt AnDBEW COICSTOCK, M. D. 

Ae wurk iz duD«! bs di iz kast^! 

Tu ar no loq'gur siq^gl ; 
Indxd', be Bu^bikon yu V past* ! 

In ma^rid lif yu mjq^gL 

Tu n(p ar ^and t^ Wil^am 8v; 

Yu kaoiot from him ss^vur : 
Me hx tv yu forenrur br 

A most dxvot'sd luv^ur. 

And me yu e'ur rxsi*proket, 

Wib gret'ful bK'zum swcl'ii), 
Ac luv qift med yurself' hiz met, 

And lurd yu tis hiz dwehiq. 

Me yu and hx bi nobl dxdz 

Tru ha'pincs disku'vur; 
And Luvz and Gres'iz o'ur yur hedz 

Wxb goldn pin'yunz hu*vur. 

And me yu e'ur aten'cun giv 

T» ftrift*: bx idl ne^vur — 
On milk and humi me yu liv. 

Or, lik tw pigz in klo^vur. 

In koq^kord me yu c'ur bx f(pnd', 

Qil I rxmen' a bolnir;* 
And me yur luvz in e^ bx krqpnd 

Wib me'ni a litl skwobur, 

Philadelphia, August 10, 1855. 

* An exploder of the elementary sounds — a teacher of elocution. 
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A LETTER 
From Andreuf Comstock, M. D., to his Nephew, A. C Morey. 

Philadblphia, August 3, 1855. 

Mi ns'vif, dxr, inklin' yur xr, 

And lisn t^ mi soiji; 
It 's mi bxlxf' It wil bx brxf ; 

So, 'twil not kxp yu loqu 

As litl not yu t^ mx rot 
Haz kum. — IV red it dre^ 

Wibqpt' dxle', I send t^-de 
Ais an'sur bak* t» yux : — 

YiT wic t^ no, I plendi sx, 

If I wil let yu bord wib mx 

Qil yu atend' be lek'durz hxr 

In bis, and be suksxdai) yxr, 

And (pr M. D'z t« yu impart' 

A no'le^ ov be hxbiij art\. 

I '1 bord yu, sur, be pre'zent yxr, 

If nu'Sii) ad'vurs inturfxr*; 

And yu wil kxp kwit sur'kumspekt, 

And d^ qot I cal n(p direktv : — 

Yu ne'vur hxr must smok, or iu 

Tobago, sun ; for, if yu dn. 

Not on'li yu'l yurself' dizgres', 

But stand a 6ans " t^ l^z yur ples^." 

Toba'ko, sur, I dn dxspiz^ — 

It bod ofendz' mi noz and iz\ ; 

I ka'not bor be durt'i stuf', 

In Ixf, in pig'tel, or in snufi ; 
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128 PHONOLOGY. 

So dv not 9ii)k in brii) it hxr 
Qor not unse^vun kan apin. 
Yu must not bx cpt let at nit, 
Or yu *1 disturb' yur Uqkl, kwit» ; 
Wib durt'i fit ne*ur pas be dor, 
Nor e'vur spit upon' be flon ; 
Nor bak'ward Ixn upon' yur ior 
Qen yu ar £at'ii) wib be for*; 
Nor x*n at cni u^bur tim* — 
It duz not wib polit^nes 6imu - 
Bxsidz', I tel yu, if yu d^, 
Yu'l in'ijur ior and kar'pet tKi — 
Indxd', be tev yu mit brek dcpn, 
Qi6 ben wud kost yu haf a kr(pn 
Tw get rxpordu Ais, I bxlxv, 
Mi wur'bi frend, wud mek yu grxvi : 
Yu wud not lik t» pe qpt kac 
Tw mend a dor bat*s gon tK smac«. 
Aen sit xrekt*; and, if yu kan, 
Akt (ft be pur'fekt <jen«tlman; 
Luk wiz, and dig'nifid, and grev»— 
Bx ftxr'ful, bo' — 16 morn'ii) cev\ 
And dres in garments nxt and klxn*; 
Sui az on dissent foks ar sim. 

Aen I'l not bx acemd' ov yu. 

Nor cal I e'ur, indxd', dxmur' 
Tk introdus' yu tif a frend — 
" Mi ne»vu, Mr. Mo^ri, sun.*' 

Yur Ui)«, lad', 

ANDRU. 
Mr. A. K. Mo^ri. 
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REPLY OP 
A. C. Morey to Andrew Comstoch, M, D. 

Glbv Goyb, N. Y, Augast 3, 1856. 

Dxr Uqil, — ^Yurz ov O'gust Surd' 

Waz ycs^turde rxsxvdi; 
I dai)b yu for yur kind npli'^— 

It had mi mind rxlxydi ; 

For n<p I &ii]k wx'l harmoniz, 

And mek tim sm^b^i gch ; 
And I opin' yu'l diqk sq, tw*, 

Qfin y w rxd qot 'b hilch : — 

Bit glad am I tv nc3 bat yir 
T(x)ba'kc3 nx'bur smok nor £uu 
It ot tv bx, az iz yur plan, 
Csiud' bi s'vuri dx'ssnt mam. 
Ac filS'i wxd /ne'vur 6u, 
Kor mek mi ucoz a iim'ni-flxr ' 
For self, or vul'gar £mnz^ ; nor yet 
Mek mi prcobo'sis a dust^pitt. 
I tsl yu, sur' (tn giv mor s^ 
Un't^ mi wurdz'), I W sind a plg^ 
Aat I wil nx'bur smc3k nor £u«^ 
But Ixd a dx'sent lif, lik yuu 
Mi Ma and Uqkl surtinh 
Ar iil'dren ov wun fa*mili ; 
For Mu'bur mx rit ur'li tot 
Aat skrepurz wer not med for not* ; 
And bat I cud not £'7ur spit 
In ples'iz qor foks stand, or siti. 
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Lok up at nit qcne'ur yu iijz^; 
Mi lo^'ii) I cal sel'dum Iszi. 
Az t9 mi tilt'ii) bak mi £or 
Qen I am ** £at'ii) wib be for," 
I dii)k wnn turn komplxt'li Q'ur, 
And wun gud smac upon' be iovy 
Wud ti6 a lesn bat wud tend 
Su£ akts boraf'tur t« amend%. 
I havnQ dcpt jur praktist i 
Wil me'ni kormurz, ruf, espi%. 
Bi wurd, or Ink, biz, qen yu find. 
Trim of egrakt'li tK yur mindu 
'' Bi Jirful !" Aus I Ub tK bi» ; 
But, " cev i6 morn' " — alaa« I a mi* ! 
Pre, qot's be yus tij cev of klin, 
A £in on qi6 no bird« iz sin* ? 
. But I'n be form\ I wil go SrK, 
Ov cev'ii), if rikwird' bi yuu 
Mi dres ov su£ a kind cal bi 
Az yu cal bi wel plizd tv su : 
Tru, not extra'vagant in pris. 
But ol'wez ^'klin/, and nxt'," and niix. 
And cur I wil, az far 'z I kan, 
" Akt (ft be pur'fekt ^enHlman." 
In biz fu linz yu wil ditekf 
A ple^ t« i}5 qot yu "direkt%." 

Sg3, lli)kl, qen mi ^k9l iz dun, ^ 

I cal not loi) "dimur»" 
Tk tek up mi abod* wib yu%. 
Tur Nc'vu, ' 

A. K. MOm, SuTw 
Db* a. Eom'BXOK. 
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. LINES 
By the late Eev. Br. A. M. Q. Oomstoch. 



\ in, Doctor, and take some brandy: it will wann up your 
old blood, and make you feel young again/' 

THE REPLY. 

Yur Bran'di, sur, I dir not nxd*— 

Ywr Bran'di med ov Rit ; 
And, if yu phz, I'l ntp prosid' 

Tk stet be rxzn qi: — 

I du not wic, wib pol'zi 8troz|y 

Tif cek from hsd t« fkt^ ; 
I du not WIC tK hay- mi tuq 

Ae druqk'ard'? Qd« npxti; 

I dv not wio, lik flemai) brandz, 

Tv hav mi rbolz starti ; 
I d« not WIC tv hav mi handz 

Tor (pt mi lie'bnr'z hart^; 

i du not WIC tu hav mi brenz 

Wib Meoiia Trx^menz sweI ; 
I 4^ not WIC is klaqk mi 6ehz 

In Bed^Iam'z dizonal aeb ; 
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I d9 not wic tK hay mi spcpz 

InhiE'rit ragz and sin« ; 
I d« not WIC be Kcjpni;! H((s 
Tv tek mi 6il^en in^. 

Qen Gro'suriz and Li'kur Starz 

Gal ren'dur up bor ded. 
And Du^'msnt'z flem'iiji do rxvil' 

Ae ruanz be hav spred', 

I d« not bor dxzir' tif stand, 

Wib bat horrftk kru, . 
And at be bar t9 rez mi hand, 

And 6ar^ mi wcaz t9 yu^ 

Asn wib yu ssn'tenst and hurld d(pn 

Tk bat forlorn' Domen', 
Qor Drui)k'ard-mekairz s'vur gron 

Wib bor tsn d(p'zandz Aem: 

Qor pxs and hop kan ns'viir kum*, 

Qi£ hxr me kum tn oh; 
Sins 8a£, S11F9 ar be fruts ov Bum, 

I V no dxzir' t« koL. 

A.M. ao- 

JoLiiT, piinoiB, Deo^ 1863. 
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SEBASTOPOL TAKEN; 

OB, 

THE MARBIAGE OP MISS KATY KING. 

BT AllBBSW OOKSTOCK, x'.IV * 



ThiB strong fortress, which has snooessfiilly resisted many assaults, and 
which has hitherto been considered impregnable, surrendered at discre- 
tion, and without bloodshed, on Thursday erening, Oct. 18, 1865 ; and 
we are happy to say that the belUgerents are now living together ia 
great harmony. 

Huro^ ! huro* ! -+-'t iz dun* ! — ^'t iz dun* ! 

Sevas^topcol iz tebn ! 
Mis Ke'ti Kiq iz ma»rid ncp' ! 

I 'm cur I 'm not mistek'n ; 

For I woz pre'zsnt at he tim 

Ae ma'ri^ not woz tidi; 
I so hur t« bi ol'tar led, 

A brit and bluc'iq brid*. • 

Cx'z maTid tw an OLdurman, 

An Ol'durman bi nemi ; 
A kuzn-^ur*man t«' iz hx' — 

From Ol'bani hx kemu> 

Hx *z tol and stret, wib wel-formd hcd,^ 

Aat's slit'li tin^d wi6 gre^ — 
Hiz heps IZ nxr be Eap^itol; 

At IxBt, BOO px'pl se%. 
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A wi'dour wib (il'drcn B€*vn : 
Tk' suns, fiv dcytorz ror — 

Bco^ sonzy ftrx do'turz liv at hc9m« ; 
Th' do^turz ma^rid ar% : 

A8 eHcBt 12 Lxjfiin^da kold« — 
Hv kan wib bur kompor? 

A 8 fis'kund — h(f mi gi^ard drobz» ! 
Iz Henrietta fon. 

Ae doiiiirz dn hv liv at hcom 
Ar Lxr'si, tol and slim, 

Orx'lia, be ta'sitoni, 
And An'^elin, be primu 

A 8 Bnnz ar Balf and Bu^ben nemd% : 

Ae furst iz.ra'bur tdb; 
Ae se'kund, bo but dur'txn yet, 

Iz far from bx'ii] smoL. 

But baz be Gr«m no u'bur weld 
^ A an Bunz and doiiiirz ror, 
Ti5 briq untK' hiz le'di-luv, 
Mis Eeti Eiq, be for? 

Q yes*; bx'z landz and b(pz^iz tK«; 

Hogz«, kai;ly benz^, and bumi, 
Fin bors^iz, ka'rii^iz, and milz", 

Bxsidz' a bxp ov mumi. 

Aen cur'Ii Eet must baqpi bx 

Wib mt iBk no'bl lord, 
And SC9 mu6 weld at bnr komand', 

01 burz, bi hiz akord': 
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It iz, indxd*, for I miself* 

Did hxr be Brid'gnjm'z vcp*: 
** Wib feis gold rii) I dij bx wed*, 

Wib welft I bx endcp* ; 

" Yes* ; ol» mi wurld'li gudz tn bx 

I n<p wil frx'li giv, 
If Ke'ti, bqp wilt bx mi brid, 

And ennir wib mx livu" 

Cx, bluc'ii), an'surd, "Yes', I wiL; 

Dxr Al'burt, I am bin*." 
So Dr. Dodz ben tid be not*, 

Ae mari^ not diyin%. 

Hens be ar ^and*, fore»viir ^andt— 

Ae cwr'li must nok un'dur ; 
For " boz hwm hcvn tiJgB'bur ^anz. 

Let no man put asimniur/ 

I ncp wil bid be twen adu* — 

I hay no mor tv so* ; 
But mi gud wiCfiz 1*1 expres'. 

And so wil end mi le« : 

In ha'pi wed'lok me be liv*— ' 

*T IZ hevn'z rit'est b»n* ; 
And'ol bor dez on urd bx not 

But wun brit humi-mvn. 

FhiladslphiAi Oct. 23, 1855. 
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€J*HMtocK's MyttUwrn af ■loe«timi« with fpodal nferanee to Oeston, to 

, tb* nwKtmeDt of Btannuxtag, and Defteave Artteolstion; eompridng nearly 800 

INacruiMHidXiignT«df|giii«iUiistnliT6oftlienilQ«ct Prioe^ $1 ; pottafe^ 17 

C— iltimfc^o PhoBAtle 8pMi]c«rA • reprint of the Syiteia of Elociitlon, in 
tho Author's Paftet Alphabet. Price, $1; poetage, 17 eenta. 



CoHMtock9a FliOBetl« R««d«r t eonabting of a Sdeefckm of Pieeee, Claasieal 
and Moral, In Proee and Yeree, in both the Old and the New Alphabet Designed 
fat SehoolSy as well as for indiridaals, whether natiTes or Ibreigners, who wish to 
•eiinire the true pronunciation of the English Language. Price) $1; postage, 17 ets. 

OoHastoek** PhonetieOBf a large Chart, oomprising-^^ri^, the Elementarj 
Bounds of the English Language— secMul, numerous EngravingB, stuaring the best 
posture of the moutli. In tiie ene^;etic utterance of the elements— ^trd, a Perfeei 
Alphabet, graphic and typic— /oicrt^ Exerdses fan Pitch, Poroe, and Udodj—^Jthf 
Ezerdsas In Grastnre. Mounted on rollers. Price, $3. 

CoBtstoelK** Bymtmwa of Toesd OynuuMttos— a Kej to the Phoneticon— 
. comprising BxerdMS in Articulation, Pitch, Force, Melody, Modulation, and Oee- 

ture; arranged as they are practised In the Author's Yocal Gymnasium. Price, 26 

cents; postage, 8 cents. 

ConMtoelK'0 PhoAetie Minstrel | consisting of Original Songs, In the New, 
as well as In the Old Alphabet, set to Music. PHoe 12 cents; postage, 1 cent. 

My Iilttle O-eocrapby* in Oomstock's Perfect Alphabet, comprising more than 
60 Engravings. Edited by Mrs. TuthilL Price, 26 cents; postage, 6 cents. 

SpltOHie HlstorlflB 8««raBf on an improred plan, with an Interlinear Trana- 
ijktlon. Designed as a Primary Book in the study of the Latin Language. Edited 
bj A. Comstock, M.D. Price, $1; postage, 26 cents. 

1*0 Hoaaer^s 111*4* Book !•« with an Essay on Homer, and oopioua 
126 8to. pages, in the Phonetic Alphabet. Price, 60 cts.; postage, 7 ots. 

Tlie Semr Teatamont* in Oomstock's Perfect Alphabet«-887 octaro page»— 
substantially bound. Price, $1.26 ; postage, 28 cents. 

GoHastoek'a Phonetic Mayaslncf in twoTolumes^ neatly bound in muslin. 
Price of each, $1.26 ; postage, 20 cents. 

GomaCoelK'a Phonetle Telegrapb. Price, 60 cents; postage, 10 cents. 
GoaiatoelK^a Treatise on Phonology* ^*^* 38 cents; post8ge,7 cents. 
GoHastoeh^s Phonetle Reader* Ho* !• J 
Co«rt..k>. *«x«Ul. R..d.r, ■.. iJlW". »«»«•; v^f^ 

[Dr. 0. is preparing, fi>r j^ubUcation, AnEtymological and Pronouncing DIctlonazy 
of the Bnglidi Language— the pronunciation to be giren in phonetic characters. As 
the pronunoiati(m will be in the New Alphabet, this Dictionary will answer all the 
purposes of a Phonetic Dictionary, as well as those of a common Dictlonazy.J 

j|^ All orders ftnr the shore works must be aooompanied with the cash, and dl- . 

reotsdto 

ANDREW OCmSTOOE, M. D., 

No. 102 An^ Stnet, Fhlladalphia, Pa. 
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